LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Wednesday, July 14th, 2021
7:00 p.m.

Those present:					
Russ Finlinson, Mayor					Dan Bradfield, Council Member
Chad McPherson, Council Member			Trampis Fleming, Council Member
Steven Holman, Council Member			Ann Finlinson, Clerk/Recorder
Lili Burrows is not present				Mike Ferrell, Water Superintendent	

Note: The recorder was not working properly.  Minutes were typed as the meeting progressed.
				
Town Council Meeting:
Town Council Meeting called to order at 7:10. The bills have been approved and signed. Chad made a motion to approve the June 9th minutes with corrections that Russ provided including Cindy Butler commenting on changes in minutes, Steve seconded, all in favor, motion passed. 

Open and Public Meeting Training:  Steven read the next paragraph describing exceptions for minutes in closed meetings.  If a person being discussed is mentally or physically handicapped, then open discussion may compromise the security and openness of the discussion. A closed meeting is suitable for such a discussion. It is a criminal action to violate the open and public meetings act. It is best to err on the side of openness.  Meetings should be conducted openly.  

Fire Department:  There is a new roof going on; we should exercise caution driving near the building as there are loose nails on the ground.

Water & Garbage:  Chad purchased the laptop for the Water System. Todd helped him work on the controls. There is stray voltage from the radio tower that should not be there.  Rebel Automation will come out to help get the automatic tank control working properly.  Chad has been going up there nearly daily to check the tank level.  The well is not able to keep the tank full.  The town may need to enact water restrictions.  We will get an evaluation with a camera scoping of the well to see if all its parts are working properly.  The maximum flow from the spring occurs in January and February.  The engineers mentioned the Covid Infrastructure bill that was passed.  If the town pays for the review of the well, we could petition Chris Stewart, or the relevant congressman, for infrastructure funding to either redo the well or drill a new well.  Mike Ferrell agrees that our water system is in trouble. We are working on getting a variable drive tank to maintain the tank level.  Russ thinks funding should also be available from The Division of Drinking Water.  The engineers from Jones and DeMille are working on the master plan for Leamington. We will meet with them to discuss the growth and needs of the town. We are waiting for the master plan and then we will work on the remote read meters.  We will then seek one grant for the entire design.

Chad thinks we need to maintain the water connection moratorium until our water system is stable and we can reliably supply the town’s needs.

The sanitary survey was conducted; Leamington got a near perfect score. We were dinged 15 points for not having rodent screens on the air vents.  These were purchased and will be installed.  The overflow screen had rusted away.  This will be fixed soon.  Then we will have a perfect score.  John Chartier was very pleased with our system.    

Water Connection Fee: We are considering the $3086 water connection fee to determine if it needs adjustment. Chad has gotten cost estimates for $1500 for the saddle and meter for a 1-inch meter that is installed with each new connection.  We also bring gravel equipment and Todd’s labor must be accounted for.  Todd thought the $3086 was set up with a $1500 impact fee above the cost for installing the meter.  The installation cost was $5000 earlier with a $3000 impact fee.  Mike says the $3086 was a reasonable cost and the added difference with the impact fee was what the town charged for installation.  The $3086 the town initially charged covered the cost of the meter.  That changed two or three years ago from the town being responsible for the cost of the installation to then resident paying for the installation. Mike thinks that either Mike and Todd should be the contractor with the town handling the funding, rather than the contractor charging the homeowner/resident.  

Chad recommended that we set an impact fee based on the project in view. We need to have the cost of the project before we set the fee.  The cost of the material has increased about $500.  Russ thinks we cannot include an across-the-board impact fee until we have more information.

The Rees’s want to build on the lot next to their trailer and want a water connection. They would like to live in a trailer while they get a new residence established there.   The meter that was there was abandoned and was capped.  Russ thinks we cannot have a moratorium since there are residents that are desiring a water connection currently.  Trampis thinks it would violate the Town’s Motor Home Ordinance to give them a new connection.  The ordinance prohibits living in a motor home for more than 30 days because of the sewer situation.  Trampis suggests they live in the Delta RV park while they wait for their house to sell.  We told the people on the corner that the man could not live in the trailer more than 30 days.  John Aagard lived in his 5th wheel while his house was being built. He had his house under construction, so that was a different situation.  Trampis thinks with no construction loan, building permit or town permission that we cannot allow that.  Chad thinks if we allow this then we will get construction workers in town living in fifth wheels in town and we will not be able to refuse that.  If the Rees’s get a building permit and pursue building there, they can then come to the town board for permission.  They gave Russ the money for a water connection.  Russ explained that there is a moratorium currently.  Since then, Chad has found out that our water supply is not stable currently.  This is in the best interest of the town.  Trampis thinks they can continue living in the home they currently own until they begin construction of the new home and it is under active construction. Dan is emphasizing that this is a time sensitive ordinance; they need to be actively pursuing the construction.  


The water situation has changed and there is concern that we cannot keep up with the current water needs.  Mike says Rocky Mountain Power is pulling the transformers off the poles to keep the water from being pumped in some areas as the drought worsens.  The lowest flow is 80 gallons a minute from the springs.  It is still almost 100 gallons a minute.  Last year our lowest flow was the first of September, this year we turned it on in June.  It has been running the last 5 of 7 days to maintain the tank level. 

We will keep the water moratorium as it stands for the present time.  We are hopeful to get the well evaluation this fall and hope to move forward on the new well.  Russ made a motion to maintain the water moratorium, all in favor.  Motion passed.  

Proposed Water Ordinance: Russ is working on a new water ordinance.  He proposes that if the road must be cut into, it will be the homeowner’s responsibility to pay the cost.  If the cut is 3 ½ inches, then it will cut through existing layers of asphalt.  If it is 4 inches wider than the bucket, then we won’t be pulling out extra asphalt.  We then recompact the trench and will bring it up to within 6 inches to the top of the road, then 3 inches of road base, then 3 inches of asphalt to repair the road.  The asphalt that is removed is a significant amount, that will be hauled off within three days to maintain safe driving conditions.  The repair of the road will be brought back up to grade within 2 weeks of the trench cut.  The other option is to drill under the road to put in the water pipe.  If someone petitions for a water main extension, the entire cost would be the petitioners responsibility.  If anyone else gets a connection into that line, they will pay the initial person who put in the line.  All connections must be approved by the Water Superintendent.

The cost of the water main will remain at $3086 until changed by the town council.  Russ’s main hope for this resolution is to repair the cost of the cut across the new road and make it the responsibility of the requestor.  Trampis thinks instead of cutting across the road, we should stub the line across as a town.  Then we do not need to cut across the road.  Chad said the engineers are asking for this in their master plan.  They are asking which lots may have the need for a water connection.  If we can foresee the need, then we can stub across the road before we do the expensive road repair for $300,000.  Mike says that is what they did for the new Lovell home with two connections together for the two new homes.  We also need to document the GPS coordinates of the lines so we can see where to shut off the meter during installation time.  Mike likes the concept, but realistically doesn’t think we will be able to do all this work before the road repair happens.  It is hard to come by a borer machine.  On the road trenching, Mike says if the water department wants to cut the road, Mike will remove the asphalt.  They typically crumble the asphalt and put in back in the trench for compaction.    

Chad is looking at the extra items put into the proposed ordinance.  It will take a great deal of supervision to make sure that all the work is being done properly.  If we make an estimate for the road repair and add it to the impact fee, then we will make sure it is repaired correctly as the town does the work anyway.  Russ wants to make sure that, whoever the contractor is, the requirements are properly followed.  It could be the town water department, but it may be another contractor.  Russ wants to avoid the road damage and repeated chip and seal.  Russ would like the town council to suggest changes to his proposed ordinance. Mike thinks we need to get bids for the cut that is 4 feet wide by 22 feet long at two feet of depth for asphalt before we pass the ordinance.  Mike thinks the responsibility for the requirements should be set by the Water or Roads department in Leamington.  Russ would like whoever the contractor to hold the responsibility.  Chad thinks we may want to simplify the proposed ordinance.  Trampis is over the roads.  Dan says the homeowner needs to be aware that they will need to cover the cost. Mike thinks the $3086 should cover the installation of the water meter. Currently, the homeowner is being charged extra over the $3086.  Mike says the homeowners are paying him currently for the installation.  Russ did not know this.  This began about two years ago.  Todd says they don’t bill the town for new connections.  They only bill the town for meter setting.  Then they bill the homeowners for the installation labor.  Leamington is paying for the meter replacements.  Shantel and Drey paid the $3086 and had to pay more for the installation.  Mike only bills the town for meter replacement.  Todd told Chad the $3086 was for the cost with $1500 for the materials and the rest of it was the labor.  In pg. 818 Section B of the Water Ordinance it says the town of Leamington shall bear no cost for the installation of the meter and repair of the roadway.  Cost of the repair of the road will be charged to the homeowner or by a $5000 bond.  The change may have happened with Karl as mayor.  The ordinance is to protect the town from excess charges.  Chad thinks we should build the installation into the water connection fee.  There should be a different fee for road repair if needed.  Building and zoning must also give approval and review each case. Mike thinks the water department and the road department should correlate the work and determine the fees.  The homeowner’s responsibility is from the meter to the home.  Chad says we don’t have contractors do the work; Todd is certified to do the connection.  There are reasons we want to keep the responsibility to make sure the quality is right, so it should be the Road Department and the Water Department (Trampis and Chad). Dan says when people come for a water connection, they need to be aware that there will be an increased fee if they must cross the road.  Mike and Chad think we should keep it as the town’s responsibility rather than a contractor.  There was a discussion of resolutions vs. ordinances and the legal holding of each.  We will table the resolution for the time being.  

CIB road project:  The funding was approved, and the work will begin August 16th with 2 inches of asphalt and full overlay.  We think we can get a full 22-foot-wide road from the fire station to the top of the hill.  Where the road splits by the Flemings at the top of the hill, that will all be paved. Chad is wondering if the culverts are wide enough for a 22-foot-wide road.  There is question of the culverts width on both sides.  We should measure that and either add it to the project or talk to Leamington Irrigation and get it widened.  Spence thinks they can get a grant to pipe the entire ditch in Leamington.  This may happen eventually.  We need to make sure there is a big enough culvert to have space for this pipe.  At this point in time, we may need to get it as wide as we can.  If the culvert is wide enough, we can put a cement cap on both sides.  

Mike is taking his leave.  

Cemetery: The contractors will start planting shrubs next week.  They want to put rock around the outside.  Jake Burningham is going to move large rocks in.  They have rock available and will take 4 big bucketfulls to put around the base of the trees in the border around the cemetery.  The current cost of the lots is $100 for residents or those related to residents.  We have currently sold 59 plots.  We have a map that shows what is available.  We hope to have Jerry get the plots all current on AutoCAD.  We need to show which plots are occupied and which are vacant as well.  Russ issues a deed for the plot.  Russ takes the map to the purchaser and lets the purchaser determine which plots they want and then Russ marks it on the map according to the grid.  There are 18 burial plots in each grid block.  There are still hundreds of plots available.  

The 2022 budget was submitted to the state.

Parks:  We want to discuss the Leamarado Day Activities.  We have a check ready for Miriam for the Fun Run and kids’ games. Kyle is on board to do the meals for $8 for adults and $4 for kids.  We need to determine a price that we will charge and determine how many meals to order.  Russ is thinking 500.  Lately every public event that has happened this year has been bigger than normal.  We are usually around 400-450.  Russ thinks we should go 500.  The council agrees on 500.  Chad thinks we should charge $10 for an adult and $6 for a child.  There is consensus on this, with $2 extra on each meal.  Then if we don’t get 500 meals purchased, we can cover some of the cost.  Circle J Rodeo is planning on September 11th for the night rodeo.  Or it may be in the day if we don’t get the rodeo arena lights before then.  Russ thinks the raffle will be difficult.  Russ thinks we can have the raffle completed on Leamarado but complete the gun raffle on the day of the Circle J Rodeo.  Juan Lopez also does nice knives that could be for the rodeo.  There will be a youth rodeo on Leamarado Day and September 11th will be the big animal rodeo.  Bob says he can do the lights in 3 days if Russ can get the lift off his trailer.  Ladd Holman’s truck is in the shop right now.  The price on the rodeo was $5 for the Monday rodeo per person and $25 for the family pass.  We think we charged the same price for both rodeos.  We will do the same prices this year.  Devin and Liz will MC the program.  Russ asked Betty Jo Western to do the sound system for the program and rodeo. Liz asked Winter Rowley if the cheerleaders would like to do the concessions.  Steven said they will have to pay us for last year first.  Chad asked the wrestling coaches at the Little League Kip and Bryan who have done some of the other events.  They were not very interested.  Russ noted that the Fillmore Cheerleaders did the concessions on the west side and someone else did the east side for the Sahara Rodeo.  We charged the Delta Cheerleaders $400 for the booth rental and they used some of our supplies.  We figured they owed us $450 but they have not paid that.  They didn’t use all the supplies, so Russ felt they should just pay $350, but $400 would definitely cover them.  Trampis and Megan will do the concessions on September 11th.  Cody Rasch may be interested.  You need to have at least five people to do that.  The FFA guy in Fillmore has the grill already.  Ben Hunter is the name.  Chad would like to see if there are local groups that might want to do the fundraiser.  The Tri-Dels run the concession stands and do a good job, according to Russ.  Maybe the track or wrestling teams are interested.  Steven will check the Fillmore FFA if they are interested.  Liz asked Steven to post something about the program and she is seeking participants.  Russ talked to Don about the skeet shoot, he will just do the trap shoot on the Saturday before at 9 in the morning.  Russ wants to dedicate the cemetery at 9 am on Monday.  

The contractors are putting the grass on the north and west sides of the cemetery. The south side will be the last section as we must spray the weeds.  The rock should have been delivered today.  The shrubs are coming next week.  There is a fun run on Monday, then the dedication of the cemetery and then the program, then the dinner. Kids games will be at 1:30. The rodeo is at 3. Russ cannot get the band together for the dance.  He asked Andy but he is not sure that we will be able to get that put together.  The bleachers have to be put up.  Steven will find out about that.  We need to schedule the ambulance for both days, Trampis will have them here starting at 2:30 - 6.  We need to get the speaker system as well.  Russ isn’t sure we can get the flag pole without help.  Betty Jo can do the sound system for the rodeo as well and Russ will ask about that.     Russ asked Bruce Lee to run the horseshoe tournament at 1 pm. Trampis and Chad think we should have a qualifier event on Saturday and take the top 3-5.  Trampis will check on that.  

Rodeo arena repairs:  Chad needs to look it over and paint some new pipes.  Other than that, the grounds are in fair shape.  Down the fence line, there was electricity.  Every light pole that Bob Chew installs will have audio and 110 power. There will be equal distribution of the audio with speakers spread in a U shape.  Dan is offering to make a trophy for the horseshoe tournament.  Steven will email Chad a list of the sponsors.  The cuber in Paramount has done a lot of sponsors this year.  AshGrove may also donate. 

Millard County will give $750.  Rocky Mountain Power will give $450.  The tree trimmers have trimmed the trees away from the lines.  Jim Lindsey painted the bleachers.  Russ is wondering if we will have any water to water the arena.  Spence and Robby have tanker trucks. The fire station also has one.  Chad thinks there won’t be any water in the Leamington ditch by September.  Trampis is wondering about the contact from the church to find out about getting the church to give the town the property for the roadway access.  Russ hasn’t been able to find anyone, he will just start calling and try to find a contact.  

The vacant lot behind the ball field is quite a hazard right now.  We could get some horses to eat it down or mow it down.  The church neglects it and the town takes care of it.  Russ has mown it down after putting horses in.  Behind the arena the situation is the same.  It needs to be mown down.  Russ needs to get some new spray nozzles to spray the weeds.  Chad is also asking if we will spray or mow the town edges.  Russ will mow everything down.  Kay Shurtz sprayed previously.  We would like to get someone to spray now.  Kay had the equipment to apply 100 gallons.  Russ is willing to do the mowing on the main roads; he will do one strip next to the highway.  He will also mow the roadway behind the church.  

ARP funding – we will be getting $14,000 of funding.  We had discussed buying a couple of AED’s.  The church bought all of the pipe and valves to put the sprinkler system in the ball diamond.  Russ would like to use some of the funding for infrastructure and get a contractor to install the ball diamond.  Chad brought up that the property is the church’s rather than the town.  He is all for it if the church will give the town the property. Dan wants to buy new tables as well.  We will make that one of the first purchases.  Dan wonders if the LifeTime company will give us a good deal if we bought quite a few.  Dan would like handrails for the stairs.  Russ wants to get Community Block Development or ADA grant money for that.  

We will move Town Council to August 18th.

Town Hall Rental Schedule: Miriam Kolste will rent the town hall on Friday.  Nancy Nielson has the hall on Saturday for a baby shower.  Sondra might want the building on July 23-24 for a family reunion.  Tanner Nielson will have the 30th for a wedding dinner.  Nancy also has the building Aug 4.

Russ would like to check in a week to see if we have $14,000 from Covid Funding.  

The $300,000 is available to be spent for the road project. We must send them the bill after the work is done.  Russ will check on the crossing to see what we need to do; we may need to form it up to get the 22 foot width. The tailings will be dumped on the south side of the firehouse to level it up.  Russ will scrape back the dirt and get it prepped.  There is a current shortage of gravel as they need to screen for sand now.

Russ ordered a four-security camera pack like Dave Frandsen has to stream to the cloud so we can see if there is vandalism to the facilities.  Dan needs to coordinate with Jim Lindsey to open the bathrooms when there are events. There will be two cameras by the bathrooms; one in front of the buildings and one by the concessions.  The cost is about $50 a camera for the year with viewing available for a week.   

The damage appears to have been done by kids.  Jim noticed some kids in the daytime when he was working outside.  He has had to chase some kids that are running on the bleachers or doing other inappropriate things.  If we catch them on camera, then we can talk to them and give them one warning, after that we will call the sheriff.  The cameras cost about $127 for the four cameras and a warranty package. They may need to be wired.

Miscellaneous:  We had a GRAMA records request from Mark Stewart Allen from Utah County.  Below is the request and the responses we, The Leamington Town Council, determined to give:

Dear Mr. Allen,
Thank you for your request concerning Leamington Town's policy regarding Social Media for conducting Town Business.  Here are our responses to your questions.

(1) Provide a copy of your policy for elected officials use of social media including cell phone texts as it relates to GRAMA records retention.  

The use of personal social media accounts to conduct Town business is prohibited.  Elected Town Officials do not use personal social media to conduct Town business.

(2) Provide a copy of your procedures for retention of text messages on elected officials phones, and the length of retention.   

Leamington Town does not pay for elected officials' private cell phones and subsequently it does not prepare, own, receive, or retain the associated records.

(3) Provide (quantity) how many GRAMA requests your city had in 2020.
 
Leamington Town had zero (0) GRAMA requests in 2020.

(4) Provide (quantity of GRAMA's were approved in 2020.

Leamington Town had zero (0) GRAMA's approved in 2020.

(5) Provide (quantity of GRAMA's which were denied in 2020)  

Leamington Town had zero (0) GRAMA's denied in 2020.

(6) Provide name and contact email and phone number of your records officer.  

Town Clerk/Recorder:  Ann Finlinson, leamingtongovern@gmail.com.  No business phone number is available in Leamington Town due to its small size.


Adjourn:  Chad made a motion to adjourn at  9:17 p.m . Trampis seconded. All in favor, meeting adjourned.  Our next meeting will be on August 18th at 7:00 p.m. 
