


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 13, 2021
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Council Members Scott Ritter, Jared Holmgren, Brian Anderson, Riggin Holmgren, Mayor Jeff Dallin, Clerks Sue Holmgren and Carol Andreasen

VISITORS:  Gil Miller Planning Commission Chairperson, Todd Grandstaff, Megan Armstrong, Penny Simmons, Sgt Eddington, Colton Rassmussen, Josh Riedesel

ABSENT: Council Members Joshua Dallin

WELCOME BY MAYOR DALLIN

OPENING CEREOMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance, Invocation by Council Member J Holmgren

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  November 10, 2021 – We will also Canvass the Election on this date.

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from September 8, 2021 was reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned the minutes of September 8, 2021 be approved.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:  Sgt Eddington handed out a copy of the September calls for Mayor and Council Members to review.  Mayor Dallin expressed his appreciation for all that Sgt Eddington and the deputies do.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Penny Simmons has purchased a lot in the Grand Haven Subdivision.  She asked if she can fill in the drainage swale.  It cannot be filled in.  If she covers it, it has to have a culvert threw it.  Council Member Anderson told Penny that he would need to meet with her at the property to be able to give her a correct answer.  She has animals and wondered if she could fence on the property line.  Council Member Anderson stated again that he would need to meet at the property to be able to give her a correct answer.  

Colton Rassmussen asked permission from the mayor to speak in Public Comment even though the Public Comment portion of the meeting has passed.  Mayor Dallin stated this is ok.  This conversation took place after the Todd Grandstaff section of the minutes:  Colton Rassmussen asked if the land owners of Grand Haven ask for a special exemption to start construction, knowing that they may not be able to close and get occupancy on those homes without full completion of the infrastructure?  He stated from experience he knows there are a few other cities that do this.  He believes it would be a service to the citizens of this town and future citizens.  He also asked if we could maybe reach out to some of these cities and ask the process of how they did this?  Mayor Dallin asked Council Member Anderson if he could reach out to the engineers and our attorney and see if we want to entertain this option or not.  Mayor Dallin also stated that the first thing we will do is wait for Todd to present his list of items that need to be completed and asking for property owners to be issued building permits based on this list.  Mayor Dallin stated as per our codes no building permits will be issued until infrastructure is completed.  We will look into other options if needed.  In the past when we have allowed exceptions or a variance it in one form or fashion has come back and bite us big time.  It is not that we don’t want to help you, we are not trying to be difficult, but that is usually what happens.  

TODD GRANDSTAFF CONCERNS WITH CITY ENGINEER, QUESTIONS ON BUILDING LOT – Todd believes that the city engineer is overcharging him for services.  He also states that the engineer has not been very helpful and not very efficient.  Council Member Anderson states he is not the project manager, but this is the perfect place to voice your concerns.  First question Council Member Anderson asks Todd is what would be his remedy.  Todd stated he just wanted the town to know about the engineers overcharging and inefficiency so the next person in the future doesn’t have to deal with this.  Todd stated that he would like to be reimbursed for at least 3 ½ hours.  Council Member Anderson stated he will need this in writing and it will be given to the appropriate person to handle.  There will be an investigation and Hansen’s will be given an opportunity for rebuttal because they were not here and didn’t have a chance to respond.  

Todd stated he heard the town is not issuing building permits until the infrastructure in the subdivision is complete.  This is correct.  He stated that he is waiting for some parts for the valve stems for the sewer, that are on a boat waiting to dock in California.  He is not sure when he will get them.  He has been waiting for Whitakers for the gas line.  All of this he states is out of his hands.  He asks what does he have to have completed in order for building permits to be issued to the property owners?  The code states the infrastructure has to be complete before building permits can be issued.  Todd stated the material shortages have pushed them back.  Is there anything that can be done to allow them to be issued building permits or will they wait for the parts they need that they don’t have any idea when they will arrive.  Todd stated that there are only a few items left to be finished.  Council Member Anderson stated that possible exemptions can be put into place.  Council Member Anderson suggests Todd make a list of everything that needs to be completed for the infrastructure to be done.  If it’s a really long list then the answer will probably be no, but if there are a few items and good reason as to why it may not be completed on time, then we may grant an exception.  Penny Simmons asked if this process is going to take weeks or months?  She wants to know if she has any shot of starting her house this fall or wait until Spring.  Council Member Anderson stated that he doesn’t know.  Mayor Dallin stated he believes she should be asking these questions to Todd.  He also stated that he and the council do not know where Todd is on the completion of the infrastructure.  Therefore, we can’t answer these questions.  We also have to make sure we are protecting the town when making these kinds of decisions.  

Across the street from the subdivision Todd owns 4 lots.  He has a shed on two lots.  Years ago, he applied for a building permit to build a house.  He stated his building permit was approved, but he decided not to build.  He wants the city to write a letter or document stating that it is a buildable lot.  He wants this for the future if his kids want to build.  The reason for this request is the setbacks for the frontage has changed which makes it not a buildable lot for a house.  When he first applied the setbacks were different.  Gil Miller Planning Commission Chair stated if he was to go to appeal authority there is a 90% chance, he would get the building permit.  Simply because there is no way to move any property lines that would make it a legal lot.  Council Member Anderson will follow up with the City Attorney to see what needs or can be done.

GRANDHAVEN SUBDIVISION – REVIEW ESCROW, BUILDING ROAD TO AGREED UPON STANDARDS – Todd doesn’t agree with the standards of building the road.  This does not need to be discussed in this meeting because it is being handle by the engineers.

Escrow – Grand Haven Subdivisions escrow account is going to come up short.  Ten percent of the total escrow will be retained in the account as surety to guarantee the improvements util they received final acceptance.  It appears the cost of the subdivision improvements will exceed the funds available by a minimum of $63,300 and possibly as much as $134,000 or more.  The executed cash escrow agreement for the subdivision states that: “If the proceeds are inadequate to pay for the cost of the completion of the Required Improvements in accordance with the Development Agreement, for whatever reason, including previous reductions, the Application shall be for the deficiency.”  Council Member Anderson motioned to hold off on only paying the escrow we are required to pay in lew of the concern from the engineer that the money is going to run out.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Council Member Anderson will contact Todd with this information.

REVIEW AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 5 LMDC (APPEAL AUTHORITY) – The 2021 Utah State Legislature made substantial changes to Chapter 10,9(a) requiring Bear River City to make changes to the Bear River City Land Management and
Development Code.  The Bear River City Planning Commission has proposed necessary changes to comply with changes made in Utah State Code Title 10 Chapter 9(a).  The changes clarify the time by which an appeal must be made; clarify the order of the appeal process; clarify that the burden of proof lies on the appellant; and clarifies the effect of
an appeal application on proceeding with a decision.  Our attorney had a few questions.  Clerk Holmgren will forward them to Gil.  

POSSIBLE ADOPTION OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2021-10-13 TO REPEAL AND REPLACE CHAPTER 5 OF THE LMDC – This has not gone to the planning commission for the public hearing yet.  This will be on next month’s agenda.

DISCUSS EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION FOR TIME SPENT ON WRITING GRANTS, MONITORING SUBDIVISON, ETC- Council Member J Holmgren stated that we have Council Members and Employees that have went above and beyond their job description.  He believes they should be compensated for that.  For example, Council Member Anderson has put in a ton of time and abuse on the Grandhaven subdivision, Council Member Dallin has spent some time writing grants, Zoning Administrator Karey Sorenson will be putting in a lot more time with the Grand Haven subdivision and building permits for it, etc.  He believes they should be compensated for this.  This will be left to the discretion of the Council Member to turn in their hours if they want to be paid.  Mayor Dallin stated we need Karey’s job description.  Her current wages will cover what is in the job description.  Anything beyond this we can set a rate where she can submit her extra hours.  Everything need to be well documented and approved before payment.  Mayor Dallin suggests putting a limit of some kind on this.  Council Member J Holmgren suggested paying $15/hr.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to pay $15/hr to council members, employees and zoning administrator (must submit hours for approval) for various extra jobs performed.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

DISCUSS POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION IN LEASE POOL FOR GRAND HAVEN PROPERTIES – Clerk Andreasen asked if the Grandhaven Subdivision would be able to participate in the lease pool.  Council Member R Holmgren stated that the price for the water will more than likely be higher.  We still need to meet to decide the irrigation charges.  This water is on the pump stream; therefore, it cannot be used in the lease pool in town.  They could lease it to someone on their stream.

DISCUSS PAST DUE UTILITY ACCOUNTS – We have one account that is past due from awhile back.  They moved and still had a small balance owed.  They didn’t pay and with the late charges over the years it has added up.  This person lives in Cache Valley.  It would probably cost us more money to go after it than what we would get.  Clerk Holmgren is asking to write this account off.  Council Member Anderson motioned to write this account off.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

APPOINT PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS WHOSE TERMS EXPIRE IN DECEMBER – There are a few planning commission terms that have either expired or will expire in December.  Mayor Dallin will talk to their members and see if they are willing to be appointed to another term.  We also need to replace Megan Armstrong on the planning commission because she will become Mayor in January.  

UNFINISHED ITEMS:  ROADS, ENCROACHMENT, BUILDING – 
Roads – Clerk Andreasen asked what was happening with the road in front of Josh Huggins house?  Council Member Anderson stated Josh knows he needs to do it.  Council Member J Holmgren stated it might be hard to get asphalt.  

Encroachment – Gardners were sent a registered letter.  They signed that they received it.  It doesn’t really look like anything has been done to clean up.  There was a date given as a deadline.  Action will need to be taken when this date expires.  

Building – Eggli’s building by their house.  Mayor Dallin asked if they applied for a building permit.  Clerk Holmgren can’t remember for sure if she came in.  She will look.  Mayor Dallin stated since the building is under 200 square feet they would need a simple city permit, but that is contingent on having not power or water.  If you have power or water then the county inspector is involved and they would need another permit.  Mayor Dallin said the building is fine where it is at.  He went over and measured.  Their frontage faces North not West.  It was stated that the building has electricity and the water was hooked up recently.  

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS – Lynn Green is blowing out the lines for the Park, CC and Cemetery.  Do we pay him the same as last year?  Council Members say yes.  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.  The bills were read aloud by Clerk Holmgren.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve the bills for payment.  Second by Council Member J Holmgren.  Those voting in favor Council Members R Holmgren, Anderson, Ritter, and J Holmgren.

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN – Alan Christensen complained that Econowaste has not been picking up his garbage.  Clerk Holmgren called Econowaste and they are aware of the problem.  Council Member Ritter has called Norr’s on moving the hydrant at the cemetery.  Sue Holmgren filed a dog complaint and McKenzie is aware of it and will take care of it.

DEPARTMENTS – Internet – We have contacted Comcast about the Broadband Grant.  We will have a zoom call with them this week to discuss details.  Hoping to bring better internet to Bear River City.  

Irrigation – Irrigation water has been turned out of the ditch.  There is still a small amount still running to water stock.  Council Member R Holmgren is hoping to hear back about the Grant money soon.

Day of Service – Council Member Ritter asked if everyone was good with what was done.  Everything looks great.  He will also be receiving the new crosses Friday.  He will get with the clerks to find out who still needs crosses.  

Mayor’s Dinner – Mayor’s dinner will be held on Friday, November 5th.

ADJOURNMENT – Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 9:15. Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved November 10, 2021.


							________________________________________________
							Jeff Dallin, Mayor

Attest:



___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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