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ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OCTOBER 19, 2021
REGULAR MEETING / ELECTRONIC MEETING – 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Melani Torgersen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Guy Graham, 
Marlene Stowe, Dan’l Lindsay, Lenza Wilson, City Treasurer Megan Haws and 
City Recorder Stephanie Steed. Council member Chad Lyman and City Attorney 
Barry Huntington were excused. 

Also present were Wade Barney, Louise Barnes, Fred Spencer, Bill Weppner, Clayne Coleman, Lori Coleman, Paula McNeill, Tom Mansell, Lawrence Barnes, Terence Tontlewicz, 
Jenny Evans, Bob Hartman and Hayley Baksis. 

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk10560380]Council member Lindsay made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Wilson, Lindsay and Graham voting aye. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 21, 2021 MEETING
Council member Wilson made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 21, 2021 meeting as written. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lindsay, Stowe and Graham voting aye. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
WADE BARNEY
Mr. Barney explained the Escalante Guard is working on tables and benches for the Shooting Range. Mr. Barney said they have raised one thousand dollars and the Garfield County Inmates are going to build the tables and benches. Mr. Barney said he is proud of the Guard and the City for everyone’s involvement. Mr. Barney said they are also working on a parking lot for the Shooting Range. 

FRED SPENCER
Mr. Spencer explained there was a Fly-in at the Airport on Saturday October 16, 2021. Mr. Spencer said there were eleven planes and they left one hundred thirty-five dollars in the Fire Department donation jar. 

Mr. Spencer said he is requesting the Council consider a lease agreement with the two local pilots for the City Hanger at the Airport. Mr. Spencer explained his plane needs to be in a hanger because it cannot be tied down. Mr. Spencer said he is out to the Airport greeting pilots, answering questions, doing maintenance and keeping an eye on things. 
JENNY EVANS
Ms. Evans said she would like to put her airplane in the City Hanger and is willing to pay rent. 

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
There were no Planning and Zoning updates. 

SCHEDULED ITEMS
THOMAS MANSELL – SEWER CONNECTION
Mr. Mansell explained his project. Mr. Mansell said he is building a home in the County by Paul Bowmer’s old shop. City Recorder Steed said Daryl Griffin has met with Mr. Mansell regarding the Sewer Connection and feels it would be best for him to hook up to the City Sewer instead of putting in a septic tank. City Recorder Steed explained this will be the first City sewer connection in the County. Council member Lindsay made a motion to approve the Sewer Connection for Mr. Mansell. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Graham, Lindsay and Wilson voting aye. 
 
LOUISE BARNES – COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAMS UPDATE
[bookmark: _Hlk86160081]Mrs. Barnes said over a decade ago Karen Munson started the Community Emergency Response Team, and the Escalante Guard would like to update the information. Mrs. Barnes said the Escalante Guard would like to respond in the Community if a natural disaster were to happen. Mrs. Barnes said the Escalante Guard would like to help the Community be prepared. Mrs. Barnes said the Escalante Guard is asking the City to sponsor them by making copies when they need them. 

Lori Coleman explained they have a survey and a checklist for people to fill out that they will be taking door to door. Mrs. Coleman said the survey is voluntary with no pressure. 

Mayor Torgersen said she appreciates people being willing to volunteer. 

Council member Lindsay made a motion to sponsor the Escalante Guard and make copies for them. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lindsay, Graham and Stowe voting aye. 

JILL PHILLIPS – PUMPKIN PATCH DONATION
Mayor Torgersen explained Mrs. Phillips was unable to attend tonight’s meeting. 
Mayor Torgersen said last year the City donated $300.00 to the Pumpkin Patch. 
Council member Wilson made a motion to donate $300.00 to the Pumpkin Patch. 
Council member Stowe   seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lindsay, Graham, Wilson and Stowe voting aye. 
           
LENZA WILSON – WATER METER
Mr. Wilson explained his project and stated a conflict of interest. Mr. Wilson said his Water Connection is for a warehouse and office on 1070 West Main Street. Mr. Wilson said he has submitted a site plan and the building plan with the Water Meter application. Council member Graham made a motion to approve the water meter for Mr. Wilson contingent that he hooks onto the city distribution line and not the spring line. Council member Lindsay   seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Stowe and Lindsay voting aye. Council member Wilson abstained. 
 
AIRPORT HANGER
Council member Wilson explained Bart Carter has ended his agreement with the City to lease the Airport Hanger. Council member Wilson said he has spent time talking with Armstrong and the FAA on how to manage the hanger. Council member Lindsay said we need to be careful with things that came up in the past with possible litigation issues. Council member Wilson said he would like to discuss this item in an executive session due to it being real estate. 
           
AIRPORT CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN
City Recorder Steed explained the Airport Capital Improvement Plan (attached). 
Council member Wilson made a motion to approve the Airport Capital Improvement Plan as written. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Stowe, Lindsay and Graham voting aye.
           
UDOT ANNUAL CONFERENCE – OCTOBER 26-28, 2021 
Council member Lindsay explained the UDOT Annual Conference and asked the Council to sponsor him. Council member Stowe made a motion to send Council member Lindsay to the UDOT Conference. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lindsay, Graham, Stowe and Wilson voting aye. 
         
FEE SCHEDULE 
City Recorder Steed explained the fee schedule needs to be updated annually. City Recorder Steed asked the Council if they would like to discuss the fee schedule now or have a work meeting to discuss the fees. Mayor Torgersen suggested a work meeting on November 2, 2021 at 5:00 pm

IMPACT FEES
Council member Graham explained Richard White updated our Water Impact Fee Study and it should be $4,700.00 for the impact of a new meter. Council member Graham said this item will have to go through a public hearing if the Council would like to increase the impact fee. This item was discussed at length. Council member Graham made a motion to move forward with a public hearing to increase the Water Impact Fees. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Graham, Lindsay and Stowe voting aye. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
City Recorder Steed said the Budget and Financial Reports are available for review. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
BILL WEPPNER
Mr. Weppner said the Fire department was paged to a rollover in Boulder today and had six Fire Fighters respond. 
 
Mr. Weppner said we need to follow up with the Wildfire Plan. Mr. Weppner said he is willing to help get the Wildfire Plan done so we can protect our assets. 
 
Mr. Weppner said he would like to meet with Mayor Torgersen about getting a new first responder truck. Mr. Weppner explain the first responder truck they have now is fourteen years old. Mr. Weppner said the Fire Department needs a dependable first responder vehicle.
 
COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen thanked Wade Barney for his service on the Cemetery Board and with the Escalante Guard. 

Mayor Torgersen explained Garfield County Commissioners appointed Lisa Young as a board member for the Escalante Cemetery Maintenance District. 

Mayor Torgersen said Blaine Porter will retire on October 31, 2021. Mayor Torgersen said we appreciate all of the years Mr. Porter has dedicated to the City. Council member Graham said Mr. Porter has worked for the City for twenty years. 

COUNCIL MEMBER CHAD LYMAN
Council member Lyman was not present at said meeting. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson said with the Arts Festival moving to the park there is need for more power. Council member Wilson said he can put more power on the pavilion but also needs to put one outlet on the North side of the Fire Station. 
   
COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham explained the tank mixer has been repaired at no charge. 

Council member Graham said four of the water spring fences are complete. 

 COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe said she and Council member Wilson have talked about the new generator for the Multi-Purpose Building. Council member Stowe asked if there is a way we can connect the City office building to the Multi-Purpose Building generator so when power goes out the office will still have power. Mayor Torgersen said the generator will belong to the County and it was purchased through a grant. Mayor Torgersen said she will check with the County to see if it would be possible to hook the City office up to their generator. 

Council member Stowe said the new flag we had for the Heritage Park has disappeared. Council member Stowe asked if anyone knows where the flag is to please let her know. 

Council member Stowe said Marie Trunell with 4-H said the heat in the old Community Center is not working. Mayor Torgersen said there is a thermostat upstairs she needs to turn up. Council member Wilson said there is a gas furnace on the roof that he will check. Council member Stowe said the 4-H sanitizes and cleans after every meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay gave an update on the UDOT Main Street project. Council member Lindsay said UDOT has not finalized the plan yet, but they will be starting this spring. Council member Lindsay said UDOT has approved the turning lane at the Clinic and will put a turning lane where the School Property and Cemetery meet. Council member Lindsay said he will continue to work with Garfield County and our City employees to do some of the dirt work.

UNPAID BILLS
Council member Wilson made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lindsay, Wilson and Graham voting aye. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Council member Wilson made a motion to go into executive session for a strategy session to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property at 6:40 P.M. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council member Graham, Stowe, Wilson and Lindsay voting aye. Present at said executive session were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Stowe, Graham, Lindsay, Wilson, City Treasurer Haws and City Recorder Steed. 
 
Council member Stowe made a motion to go out of executive session and back into regular session at 7:03 p.m. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Lindsay, Wilson and Stowe voting aye. 

Council member Lindsay made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:03 p.m.
Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor.

 




_________________________________________Stephanie Steed, CMC
City Recorder
Date minutes approved: 11/2/2021









