WALES TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
5 October 2021
HELD IN THE WALES TOWN HALL
                                                                            Meeting commenced at 7:00 PM
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Nathan Mitchell; Councilmen Brice Roberts, Ron Thompson and Dale White; Water Superintendent Wendle Roberts; Town Clerk Velva Lee Sherman. Councilman Jared Brotherson was not in attendance.
Residents in attendance:  Staci Taylor, David Larsen, Ben Chatwin, Ron Parady, Byron Davis
Others in attendance:  Andrew Flake & Jesse Ralphs of Sunrise Engineering, Jeremy Ivory
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRAYER:   Byron Davis
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:  

a.  Andrew Flake, of Sunrise Engineering, began his report on the progress of the replacement well, saying that salvage efforts by High Plains Drilling were ongoing. He was immediately questioned by Councilman Thompson as to why. He reminded the engineer that the town council, and Sunrise Engineering, had rejected the well in a meeting held months earlier.  Councilman Thompson asked if the town had been involved in the decision to continue salvage efforts, to which Mr. Flake replied yes. Councilman White commented on the vote to reject the well, but also remembered agreeing to give the driller a break by allowing him to attempt salvage efforts until the time it would be feasible to shut down the original well so drilling could start on a second replacement well. Mayor Mitchell pointed out that the deadline was now past. Comments were made and questions asked by residents Staci Taylor and Byron Davis. Mayor Mitchell clarified the situation by explaining that the town had only agreed to allow salvage efforts because we did not want to shut the original well down until the end of September, and the drilling company had requested permission to try, at their own expense, to save the new well. The final consensus was that the time for salvage attempts was past and that High Plains Drilling should be required to begin drilling another well. Upon questioning, Jesse Ralphs, also of Sunrise Engineering, answered that the time frame for drilling another new well should be three to six months.
Mr. Flake reported that Barton Excavating would be mobilizing on the Lime Kiln Spring project the next week, or the week after. He stated that some materials had already been ordered. Lastly he related that a work meeting had been held concerning the Wales Town Water Master Plan and that preliminary findings should be ready for presentation to town leaders in three to four weeks.

b.  Jeremy Ivory, of the local chapter of the Lions Club, related information about the Lion's Club and many of the projects they undertake in the area each year. He was particularly interested in obtaining a donation from the town to help finance the annual dinner the Lions Club puts on for the area's U.S. Veterans. No action was taken on the request.
PUBLIC HEARING
Mayor Mitchell opened the public hearing at 7:40 PM. The purpose of the hearing was to provide information to the public concerning changes to take place in the water rate structure beginning in November, and to provide a forum for public comment. A spreadsheet detailing the  newly adopted rates, as well as the present rates, was provided for everyone (see attached). Resident Staci Taylor immediately commended the mayor and town council for making the hard decisions required to keep the town's water system viable. Councilman White briefly explained the changes. He pointed out that the Rural Water Association of Utah had advised the council that revenues from the base water rate, combined with the first overage tier, should cover all basic expenses to operate the water system. Earnings from the higher tiers allowed for the also suggested saving of 10%  of revenues in order to deal with needed improvements, emergencies, etc. Access to grant and loan monies was also a motivating reason behind the new rates. (Note:  It has been pointed out to  officials repeatedly in the last few years that the town's low water rates would become an increasing obstacle to the acquisition of grants/loans when needed.) The hearing wound up with Mayor Mitchell commending Councilman White for his time and effort in doing the groundwork involved with the changes. As there was no further public comment, the public hearing was closed at 7:45 PM.
BUSINESS:  
1. After a short discussion the town council decided to create a Capital Projects Fund within the General Fund and adopted the following capital projects list:
· 2021 public safety building  (Note:  approx. $54,000 to pay off)

· town hall repair  (Note:  still in the process of getting estimates)

· asphalt paving around town hall (Note:  to include north & east sides of building and north & east sides of park)

· improve parking area for town hall  (Note:  including the re-paving of the asphalt parking strip)

2. Three  new business licenses were discussed. Business License 2021-14, for SuEllen Chatwin, for the "online boutique selling" of women's clothing, was approved. Business Licenses 2021-12 and 2021-13, for Jared and/or Elizabeth Brotherson, were discussed but only approved provisionally. #2021-12, for a "horse breeding" company needed a business location and tax numbers. #2021-13, for an "accessory outlet", had an incorrect street address and also needed a Federal Tax ID number. These last two business licenses were approved on condition of the missing information being provided. (Note:  Ms. Chatwin's business license application was approved in the 21 September 2021 Planning & Zoning Committee meeting. The two Brotherson applications were also conditionally approved at that time, pending receipt of the missing information detailed above.)
MINUTES:  
Councilman Roberts made a motion to accept the minutes of the 7 September 2021 Town Council meeting as written; Councilman White seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a unanimous vote in favor by those present.
INVOICES: 
The September 2021 invoices were read by the town clerk. Councilman Thompson made the motion to approve payment and Councilman White seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous, by those present, to have the invoices paid.
REPORTS:
· Park:  Councilman White did not have anything to report. Councilman Thompson remarked that he would contact EcoLife about winterizing the sprinkler systems for both the cemetery and the park.
· Cemetery:  Councilman Thompson stated that all was good for the present at the cemetery.

· Roads:  Councilman Roberts reported that Peckham Asphalt Paving had done some of the repair work on the roads. (Note:  Payment had been made in June for repair work to be done in the following months.) Mayor Mitchell asked him to look into getting a spot on the south end of 200 West repaired before it got any worse. Councilman Roberts said he was still needing to put up speed limit signs on 200 North. It was also noted that the snow plow ought to be ready to go very shortly, as snow had already been forecast for the following week.
· Mayor:  Mayor Mitchell reminded everyone that the town's snow plow, tractor and dump truck could now be parked in the old fire station. He reported the water revenue for the month of September at $6,421.94. Next he talked about focusing on getting the town hall building repaired and told council members that an engineer and a representative from the insurance company had been out to inspect the building. He was hopeful that there might be some information, as well as funds, forthcoming from that to help with the project. The mayor asked Councilman Thompson about the plan to add names to the Veterans' Memorial plaque at the cemetery. The councilman reported that he was nearly ready to move forward on it, only having one or two more people that he needed to contact for information. Lastly, Mayor Mitchell asked council members for their opinion about continuing the moratorium on building rentals, as there were two pre-paid rentals listed for December. The consensus was that it should remain and the town clerk is to notify those residents who are affected by this decision. (Note:  Residents will be given the option of a full refund of fees paid or having their rental date moved to 2022,)
Councilman Roberts made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman White, with a unanimous vote in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM
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