The City Council of Plain City had a work session on Thursday, October 7, 2021, at City Hall beginning at 6:00 pm.

Present:	Mayor Jon Beesley, Councilmembers Jed Jenkins, Rachael Beal, Buddy Sadler, Todd Skeen, Don Weston
Staff Present:	Diane Hirschi, Melissa Miller
Also Present:	David Brown, Glen Remy
Also Present on Zoom: 	Dan Schuler, Brandon Richards, Rob Ortega, 

The purpose of the work meeting is to discuss the Telecommunications Ordinance and construction of an amphitheater.  Mayor Beesley informed that fiber optic cable is being installed in Plain City.  He turned time over to the owner of Connext Broadband, David Brown, for an update on the project. David Brown reported; about 500 homes in Plain City near the border with Farr West have been connected to their main line.  He noted that approval of a ring to service the remainder of households is coming soon.  He commented on underground infrastructure provisions.  He spoke of installation phases for fiber-in-duct and the self-supporting aerial cable routes.  He affirmed that proper notification procedures were followed by the company, prior to any work done affecting private property owners.  He described the intended location of the service ring that will run through Plain City.  He explained how aerial portions of the build are certified by Rocky Mountain Power.  He estimated that the full installation will be completed within a year. Councilmember Beal mentioned Public Standards that require developers to provide an open conduit for fiber optic cable at every building lot and asked if Connext has been utilizing it for underground routing. David Brown indicated that conduit has been provided by his company, to this point.  He acknowledged that he was not aware of the dedicated conduit arrangement. Mayor Beesley stated that the terms of the franchise agreement with Connext do not controvert the established Plain City Telecommunications Ordinance.  He remarked on a recently implemented Public Works Standard that requires developers to provide an open, (underground) two-inch conduit to each building lot in all new subdivisions. He noted that the conduit will be dedicated to the City.  He questioned the practicality of the requirement, as liability concerns have deterred Connext from using conduit that they don’t exclusively control.  Councilmember Beal reasoned that it would be unfair to give the exclusive right-of-use of a public utility duct to a single fiber optic company.  Councilmember Sadler submitted that the Public Works Standard in question is sensible.  He maintained that stipulated conduit will prove beneficial in the future.  David Brown laid out an alternative micro-duct plan for shared-use of the conduit.  He suggested that the current Telecommunications Ordinance and/or broadband plan be revised to allow for the provision. Franchise fee dynamics, including federal regulations for internet only companies were discussed.  Councilmember Beal spoke of permitting parameters for use of the City’s underground conduit.  Councilmember Weston commented on the basic process of pulling fiber optic cable. Councilmember Jenkins remarked on the distinct expertise David Brown and his company offer. Mayor Beesley thanked David Brown for his valuable input.  

He introduced Glen Remy and expressed appreciation for the printed information he distributed to councilmembers, prior to the meeting.  He contemplated locating the proposed amphitheater on a plot of dedicated open space in the West Park Village subdivision.  Councilmember Weston pointed to a spot on the west side of Lee Olsen Park that he envisioned would be a good spot for the arena.  He spoke of inadequate parking conditions at other City parks. 
Mayor Beesley told of plans to move the outfield fence of a baseball field, adjacent to the mentioned location at Lee Olsen Park, which would allow more space for amphitheater patrons whilst bringing the diamond into compliance with official Little League Baseball standards. Councilmember Skeen indicated that a Lee Olsen Park venue would provide a more city-centralized setting than would the proposed West Park Village option. Councilmember Sadler suggested that grant petitions and other fund-raising efforts for the amphitheater should begin while a favorable location is being settled. Mayor Beesley requested that the addition of an amphitheater to the Capital Projects list be put on the agenda for the next City Council meeting. R.A.M.P. Grant procurement and management aspects were deliberated.  Venue design fundamentals were considered. City Recorder, Diane Hirschi advised that the Recreation Director and Public Works Director should be consulted before a location for the amphitheater is determined. Mayor Beesley stated that a decision will be made on the location by the first City Council meeting in November.
  
The work meeting adjourned at 6:41 p.m.                                                         
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