Loa Town & Waterworks

80 West Center ~ P.O. Box 183 ~ Loa, UT  84747

Phone 435.836.2160 ~ Fax 435.836.2266

Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian
Loa Town & Waterworks Council Meeting                                             September 15, 2021
Mayor Grundy opens the meeting. Town board members present were Ryan Rees, Chris Olsen is present, Bart Brian is present, Bruce Brown is absent, Matt Morgan is absent and Michelle Brian is present. 
Business Items:
Arsenic results: well #2 is .0089, well #3 is .0108, blend is #.0097 so just under on the blend this month. 
Cody explained that the reason they had to shut everyone’s water off for that short period was due to the map being off and the valves were 970 feet to the west further then what they showed. They chose to put 4 more valves in while they were at it. Some people didn’t even notice the water was off, so it went pretty smoothly. They had some trouble in front of the state road shed, they hit gravel at 5 ½ ft so they told them to come back up to 4 ft. and try that. Bart said it looked like they got it pulled so it must have worked. That’s about all that’s going on with the water project thus far. 
Matt said that he will do the quarterly arsenic report when he gets back, he did turn down well #3 to 30 gpm before he left. He did a bunch of bluestakes on main street and up to the fair grounds. He cut down 2 dead trees at the cemetery entrance. He will cut Allie Brown’s trees when he gets home too. He did sod new graves and installed a 1” meter for Cody’s in laws. That was all he said for the month. The board discussed some things they wanted him to get done. They want him to keep checking the screens and the storm drains and keep them cleaned out. They get full of debris often, the one down by Troy Brian’s definitely needs it. They would like him to make sure and spray weeds by the culverts and hydrants and signs, they would like him to get pot holes filled, there are a couple of bad ones that they can think of, one by Harry’s and one by James Flanagan’s. They also want him to get stop signs up that have been knocked down again. There’s one by Desi’s. Michelle said Stan Nelson called and asked if he could get some dirt from the dirt piles at the cemetery to fill some holes by his shed. Matt said that he could if the board said it was fine. He didn’t specify how much he wanted, he asked if we had equipment but Michelle just said yes but if you want the dirt, you will probably have to get it yourself. The labor isn’t free. The board agreed. They told her to let him know that he was welcome to take some scoops of the dirt but using his own equipment. If he had to hire Matt to do it then he might as well get it from places that sell dirt in town and deliver. She said she’d let him know and Matt could show him where he could take the dirt from. Michelle couldn’t remember what to charge Brown Brothers for their meter because she didn’t know the size for sure. She also didn’t know if she was supposed to charge Harward and Rees for a 1 1/2” meter or if it was still a 1 ¼” and she didn’t have any prices for that size. They told her that Brown’s was a 2” meter but they weren’t sure what ended up being installed on the Harward & Rees one. Ryan thought it was 1 ½”, Michelle would ask Matt what they ended up figuring out on that meter. 
Michelle told the board that the Oyler’s got done installing the slats in the cemetery fence. They had a total of 31 hours and 20 mins. Melanie told Michelle to just write out the check to Austin Oyler. Michelle asked the board what they wanted to pay them for the project. They decided on $15 per hour. The total came to $480, the board told Michelle to give him an even $500 for it. She will get a check to him. 
Don New would like to purchase a ¾” meter for his property at 85 E. 3rd North in Loa. It is inside town limits and a regular hook up. No extras. Mayor Grundy calls for a motion to accept this purchase of a new meter. Ryan motions to accept Don New’s purchase of a meter for his property in Loa. Bart seconds the motion to accept Don New’s purchase of a meter for his property. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. 
Michelle had called the town’s lawyer that they used for their water project and asked him about raising sales tax revenue to use for the Sherriff’s money. He said that you can increase your sales tax as long as it is within the state guidelines. He said we’d have to contact the state tax commission and work with them. Michelle then asked our auditors about this same topic and also asked if they used money that they hadn’t budgeted for this year what would they need to do. His reply was “You can open your budget in this current fiscal year increasing the revenues from either fund balance or any additional income you may have, and budget this additional expense to your budget. That is if the council approves of this. You would have to have a public hearing advertised and hold the proper meeting like you do when you approve the budget. As far as adding an additional rate to your sales tax rate, you would have to contact the Utah State Tax Commission and inquire about increasing your sales tax amount. This too would have to be in a public hearing. So, you could do it all in the same meeting. Did the county suggest increasing your sales tax by any percentage or part of a percentage? I would think it would only be a small portion of percent, say ¼ of a percent or even less. Hope that helps, Rick.” 
Michelle then called that Utah State Tax Commission and they had no idea what she was talking about. She was sent to speak to several different people but it turned into a dead end. She has one last guy to call who is supposed to know how the process works so she will try to get a hold of him next. But as far as being able to give the Sherriff’s office money every year starting now would not be something the town board could promise until they can get more information. They currently don’t have extra revenue coming in every year to be able to budget the $12,000 that they want every year. They would have to raise their tax rates or something to make it possible. They will have to tell the county that they don’t have enough time to get it figured out right away so they may have to wait until their next budget year. Michelle will keep trying to find out how the process works. 
Mayor Grundy asks for motion to approve August minutes. Ryan motions to accept the August minutes. Cody seconds the motion to approve August minutes. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. Minutes for August are passed. 

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the accounts payable for September. Bart motions to approve the accounts payable for September, Chris seconds the motion. All others vote in favor. Motion carries accounts payable for September are passed. 
Bank recs., standard financial reports, deposits, and delinquent water list are all approved by signature of all town board members. Michelle also has them make sure all the checks written match the reconciliation’s as well.
Information Items:
No other information was discussed.

The mayor asks if anyone wants to make a motion to adjourn. Bart makes a motion that they adjourn. Ryan seconds it. All others vote in favor. Motion carries.   
Meeting Adjourned.
