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CDRA Minutes
17 September 2021
4:00 p.m.
Special Meeting
	
Executive Director: Monte Bona 
Chairperson Mike Olsen
Board Members:
Justin Atkinson
Rondy Black
Sam Draper
Russell Keisel
Kevin Stallings
Secretary:  Jeanne M. Tejada



1. Welcome – Board Member Atkinson
Board Member Atkinson welcomed all out to the special meeting today.

2. Roll Call – Secretary
Present: Justin Atkinson, Kevin Stallings, Mike Olsen—attending by Cell Phone (Not voting), Rondy Black, Sam Draper.
Absent: Russell Keisel.
Others in Attendance:  Jeanne Tejada (Secretary), Monte Bona (MPNHA Rep.), and George Jones.
 
3. Discussion/Action Relative to Adding a Denver Rio-Grande Engine to the Track 89 Railroad Project.
Monte Bona is here as the MPNHA not Executive Director of the RDA.  He handed out a letter from the Secretary where they approved the management plan and all the great things they will be doing.  He explained that he has known David Grow for years.  They are going to move forward with a plan with the railroad that will not require them to acquire any more land.  He handed out a deed that shows what land is owned by George Jones and David Grow.  They would need to acquire 460 sq. ft. of land to bring in the agenda.  

George Jones was invited forward to present what they are proposing that would not require them acquiring anymore land from the city.  They have a blue car on the end, and they will put the locomotive where that car is and move the blue car down to Big Rock Candy Mountain.  They are proposing to bring back a caboose north of the depot.  They would lay some track and call it the loose caboose.  Would not take any more land.  Monte Bona said that they will take this to the Planning Commission since it will not require the purchase of land from the city.  The cabooses are more popular than any of the other cars.  George said that he doesn’t want to fight with anyone.  They want to get along with everyone, they don’t want to make people unhappy.  This will circumvent the need for a public hearing, which they mayor wants to hold if the city sells property.  Board member Draper said he would support having a public hearing if the city decides to sell any of the public park.  Board Member Stallings doesn’t like that they have had to change their original plan over 40 feet because of a few naysayers. Stallings apologized to George Jones.  Stallings feels this is all unnecessary.  Atkinson feels that it is nothing more than a Plat Amendment.  Monte Bona said that if it were just a Plat amendment that there wouldn’t need to be a Public Hearing.  David Grow does not want to have a Public Hearing.  George Jones doesn’t want one either.  He said that as a Union Rep, he noticed that only disgruntled people will come.  Stallings thinks that holding a public hearing is unnecessary.  Atkinson think having a public hearing is debatable.  Draper said that he feels it needs to be done so that the public can’t say that a bunch of stuff was done through the back door.  He feels openness to the public is very important.  Stallings doesn’t feel we should throw up roadblocks for businesses to grow here in town.  The mayor doesn’t feel it’s a big deal.  George Jones thinks it is.  The mayor said he wants the locomotive there; he just wants to do it the right way.  Stallings suggested that they put it in the paper that they will be discussing this in an open public, city council meeting.  And put the proposal in the paper to let the people know what would be discussed and what is the plan.  They would need to establish a price for the land to put in the paper with the proposal and a picture of the project.  Monte Bona will take this proposal to Dave Grow.   The board was in favor of taking it to a regular council meeting while putting a story in the paper about the proposal, putting the finishing touches on the railroad cars.  The Locomotive will be painted and have the Rio Grande logo on it before it even arrives here.  It was also proposed that the Heritage Area will donate $10,000 and Track 89 North will donate $4,000 to help with improvements in the park.

4. Adjourn 5:12pm
Motion: To adjourn the special CDRA meeting held September 17, 2021, at 4:00 pm. 
Moved by Sam Draper
Seconded by Justin Atkinson
Motion passed unanimously.
 


_________________________
Jeanne M. Tejada, Secretary
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