LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Wednesday, August 18th, 2021
7:00 p.m.

Those present:	
				
Russ Finlinson, Mayor					Dan Bradfield, Council Member
Chad McPherson, Council Member			Trampis Fleming, Council Member
Steven Holman, Council Member			Ann Finlinson, Clerk/Recorder
Lili Burrows	, Treasurer					Mike Ferrell, Water Superintendent
Tony and Chris Rees, Town Residents			Nicole Lake, Town Resident
		
Planning and Zoning Committee:			Leamington Irrigation Co.
Todd Tolley							Troy Babb
Cindy Butler						Spence Butler
Jim Lindsey							
Darwin Starks						
Kim Hanson	
Joe Pruitt
		
Town Council Meeting:
Town Council Meeting called to order at 7:00. The bills have been approved and signed. Chad made a motion to approve the July 14th minutes with corrections that Russ and Chad provided. Steve seconded, all in favor, motion passed. 

Open and Public Meeting Training:  Steven read the next paragraph describing the difference between a Public Meeting and a Public Hearing.  All meetings defined in the Open and Public Meetings Act must be a Public Meeting.  Public Hearings must be held on finance issues and land holding policies, etc, including the settling and compensation of public officials.  If an ordinance is controversial, it may be included as a Public Hearing.

Fire Department:  Jim says the roof has been completed, inspected, and approved.  The district will send their last check.  Jim does have some bills to turn in and the quarterly check as well. 

Water & Garbage:  Chad got an email regarding the master plan and will get it out for review and comment.  He will hold an open public meeting to approve it.  The well tripped out and the tank was near empty.  Chad got an electrician to come assist on Sunday and the storage tank is full again. Jones & DeMille is including the remote water readers in the Master Plan.  Chad is trying to find where to submit the application for the water recharge down the well.  With the recent storms, the spring flow has increased, but it is as low as Chad has seen, down to about 60 gallons a minute.  Chad informed the town to reduce their water use, and they complied well.  He hopes the fall weather will help the water situation.  

CEMETERY AND ROADS:  We were within one week of road repair, but with the recent storm, we will have to wait 3 weeks until September 13th to get the rotor mill again.  If the weather accommodates, we will get the roads repaired.  We received a grant for $300,000 to repair the roads.  We should be able to get the roads done for that amount and even turn some money back to the state.  The road will be 22 feet wide including the shoulder with road base and a 2 inch overlay.  Spence asked if the repair will be done in front of his house on the main highway, but Russ said no, that is the county’s responsibility.  Spence said the town in the past oiled the road.  When Mont Bradfield was in charge of the roads, the minutes recorded that Center Street got moved 12 feet for the fencing project.  The right of way is what was moved.  Spence is questioning whether the road is in the city limits.  Russ thinks the county has had the responsibility for the last 14 years, but Spence disagrees. 

The cemetery landscaping project was scheduled to be finished by the 6th of September; however, with the rain the requirement is to first fix the road with gravel.  Todd has been working on getting the emergency generator hooked up for the booster pump.  We got a trailer installed that is giving continuous power to the booster pump.  The solar panel has not been sufficient to give 80 psi, and only gives 35 psi during cloudy conditions.  

Cindy is asking how much water the cemetery takes.  Russ says it takes 30,000 gallons of water per watering.  Chad and Todd discussed putting a meter on that.  We’d like to see the cemetery improved, but we may not complete the sod until we determine that we have enough water for the town and the water supply is stable.  The sod installed is the most drought resistant available in St. George.  Once it is established, the watering can be cut way back.  It also takes fertilizing in the spring and fall.  Chad says the watering will be cut at the cemetery before it is cut in the town.  Russ says we are seeking a $750,000 grant to install a well and tank. The Division of  Drinking water has $55 million available to help communities secure stable water supplies and they could possibly match the grant money if needed.

PLANNING AND ZONING:  The Planning and Zoning Committee would like to build 3 notification sites to publish meetings and notifications.  They would like to get the materials installed if the town will fund them.  The ordinances require 3 publication sites. They will take charge and when they have their plan ready, they will present it to the town council for approval.  We have traditionally only posted our notices in the post office.  All are in favor to have the Planning & Zoning Committee to proceed.  They are also wondering if there can be a line item added to the budget for their administrative charges for printing, etc. They would like to print several copies of the Town Ordinances. We can get the printing done at the Chronicle on our account and then the town pays this bill.  We can adjust the money if needed to increase the line item and hold a public meeting to modify the budget.  The committee is unsure of the anticipated costs.  We currently have budgeted $400 for public notices.  It could be a substantial cost and we should have a couple of copies on hand if a contractor comes into town and needs a copy, Mike says.  Dan says we will adjust the budget when the committee determines the cost.  Darwin has had some maps printed elsewhere than the Chronicle.  Russ says the process is to get the receipt and present it to the town clerk to get reimbursed.  She must have the receipt for accounting and as long as the town council approves the costs, it is okay.  Chad makes a motion to add a line item to the Administrative section for Planning and Zoning.  Dan seconds. All in favor, motion passed.


LEAMARADO DAYS:  Don Neilsen is preparing the trap shoot, the cost is $7 per person.  Participants need to bring their own bullets and gun and if you wish to participate in extra activities, the cost is increased.  At 7 am, there will be a Fun Run hosted by Miriam Kolste.  At 9 am there will be the cemetery dedication. The Sorenson family will be here as honored guests.  At 10 am we will have the program, MC’d by Devin and Liz Palmer.  At noon we will have the dinner catered by Kyle Barnson.  At 3 pm will be the town rodeo.  Concession stands will be open at 1 pm.  Bob Chiu is trying to get to the rodeo arena lights and has some preliminary jobs before he can do the work here, but we should have them installed by the Saturday September 11th rodeo.  Vic Bradfield will be here with a power point presentation in the recreation center on the history of Leamington and there may be a train display here by Trevor Stevens.  Chad is wondering if the boy scouts will do the trash.  We hope to have the Elders Quorum to move the piano and set up the chairs and tables.  We have someone to purchase the organ.  We will need help to move it. We are also planning to sell some surplus equipment, including the old air conditioner.  We will have a bidding table with 2 lawn mowers and other items for sale.  We will have a raffle with a special Henry Golden Boy 017 HMR with the Leamarado Day logo burned into the Woodstock.  We are having the 150-year celebration of Leamington; we hope to have that included in the Woodstock.

For the program, we will be recognizing 44 people who have served in leadership positions in the town.  Russ reviewed 70 years of minutes and is hoping to give recognition to mayors, town council, fire chiefs, water superintendents, Planning & Zoning, etc. They will be recognized on the program.  

We are coming up with a special 150-year t shirt design.  Steven is working on the design with Greg Evers to get the t-shirt produced.

Covid Funds:  We will get $28,400 covid funds over the next two years. We received half of that this year, we want to fund two AED’s, one for the town hall and one for the fire department.  Jim says they already have one on the wall by the bathroom in the fire station. Then we only need one for this building.  When our water main was hit while putting in a fiber optic line, we didn’t have a pump to remove the water. We want to bring our water department up to speed and use some of the Covid funding for a pump.  It could also have been used to relieve the flooding at the post office with the recent storm.  We also need some new wrenches to turn valves off when the water line is broken.  Chad says we are open for more suggestions for spending this money.  We also want to fund a spare booster pump for $2500 for the cemetery to prevent us losing the grass for lack of water. 

Cindy is curious about the cemetery. She is wondering if the Sorensons are completely funding the expense.  We have not had to fund the expenses.  The Sorenson Family Foundation came up with the plan and had their own engineering firm draw up the plans.  They called Russ and asked what he wanted.  Russ said he wanted grass with trees planted as a windbreak, he did not ask for the roads.  They offered to put up another entry sign to match the one on the south made by Tanner Nielson for his Eagle Scout project.  The Foundation met with Russ and offered many more options than we were asking for, at their expense.  Cindy is satisfied with the explanation. She is questioning the town council’s input on the approval process for improving the cemetery.  The planning was pretty broad and not very specific.

The security cameras have been purchased and will be installed, one at the concession stand, one at the bathroom, one in the front on the pole, and one by the bathroom.  The footage will be put on the cloud for viewing. We have had some vandalism issues.

Town Hall Rentals:  We have November and December events but there are not too many.  Kaitlin Proctor would like to use the pavilion for a dinner the day before the Leamarado. Russ said the tables might be moved out prior to Monday morning.  The rodeo committee will move the tables if needed, Chad offered.  Dan will check with Kaitlin.  Ann has the Town Hall in November for Thanksgiving.

The winners for mural contest were selected. Steve is working on a composite design to incorporate the winners’ designs.  

Russ talked with Jason Bateman who said we could use some of his cow manure to mix with the sand to level out any low areas on the town hall lawn.  If the water situation is not improved, that might need to be postponed.  Dan says it may be cooler and ok to reseed this fall.

Irrigation: Spence and Troy have a proposal for the town and need a few minutes to present this. They would like to pipe the entire Leamington Ditch.  They have hired Steve Styler from Delta to come up with a plan.  Spence is presenting the information. There are some programs that will fund us at 80-90% but they would like the town to cofund the work. They would like to include a bicycle path along the ditch.  The main focus would be the pipeline.  To qualify, the town must be brought in as a taxing entity.  The billing would come to the town and then we would be reimbursed.  The state has a good fund for improving the infrastructure.  Steve Styler is requesting $10,000 and Spence is asking the town to put in $5000.  Russ thinks the Covid funding could help with that.  Steve is well informed and is coming up with attractive, effective plans.    Spence says the water tanks and roads can also be involved and individual farmers could benefit with land leveling and pipelines.  There are many sources of funding available.  Steve is willing to do the legwork for $10,000.  He would also receive a small percentage of the cost.  Russ is remembering that 2 children have died in irrigation ditches in Delta in the past few years, so it would be a safety feature to enclose the ditch in pipeline, and Spence is remarking that we can also save 20% of our water if it there is a pipeline.  Flood protection could be involved. The NRCS representative encouraged us to think big.  We are encouraged to present a plan including everything clear to the Leamington Ditch all the way to the highway.  Every headgate would have a box.  Trampis thinks it is a good idea.  Steven is in favor.  Chad makes a motion we spend the $5000 and pursue this project.  Trampis seconds.  Russ would like to amend this and mandate that this money comes from the Covid funding.  All in favor, Motion passed.  Dan says the trees along the ditch will then probably die.  Spence and Chad say the watering of trees could be included in the plan.  It would be nice to have a walking path/bike path for the town residents.  It would also reduce our risk of flooding.  Once you qualify for the main plan, the smaller ideas can also be incorporated.  

Water Connections: Chris and Tony Rees are requesting a water permit for their lot.  Russ is asking for them to tell us their plans for the lot.  Tony says it is on Highway 125 by the mobile home at the bottom of the hill.  There is power there already.  There was an existing water meter there that was pulled out.  There is a septic tank as well.  Trampis is wondering how old the septic tank is and if it has been inspected.  They are planning to dig it upand check it out and do a laser read.  Cindy is wondering if the County has approved it; they will have to sign off on it.  Millard county has someone assigned; Russ says Nephi has records of it.  Todd says we need to work through Millard County, it is a Tri County inspector.  It is the Central Utah office.  Chris has already contacted them.  The inspector from Delta came out and is asking for a picture.  This will be completed when the house is built.  The have plans for the house, they are just asking for permission for the water meter.  The previous one was taken out due to lack of payment.  

The Rees’s would like a new location for the water meter.  Chad says we are having a moratorium on new water connections because of our current water shortage.  There have been no new water connections granted since the moratorium.  Current work on the water line is on repairing leaks and replacing old meters.  Chad says we are also working on the water supply system.  The town has been helpful on conserving water.  We must keep the water tank level up for fire protection for safety.  Chris says they have animals, and they need water.  Tony is wondering why the town is not restricting more water use.  Chad says current water owners have rights for the water use.  Chris thinks the town should grant them the water as the property previously had a water connection.  Spence thinks the original plot was only a half-acre which was subdivided into two plots connection. Town ordinance requires the lots to be a half-acre minimum.  We need to get planning and zoning to restrict subdivisions that are bypassing the half-acre requirement.  Chris says each lot is the half-acre requirement.  Chad says to clarify, there are many people that want water but because of our current moratorium, we are maintaining it to protect the water supply, which is not stable currently under the drought conditions.  The moratorium is for new connections. The lot’s old water connection was removed.  Lot owners with unused water connections are paying a dormant water fee to the best of our knowledge.  Spence says we need to move together to get the moratorium removed.  Mike says the issue is the amount of water that we have. The current users must be protected by their connection.  Chris says she has a water share and has only had five uses, but this is not a Leamington Town Council issue but rather a Leamington Irrigation issue.  Mike says we have the best water system in the state, but we must protect the existing assets.  When we can get the well to produce more we can lift the moratorium.  There were connections approved prior to the moratorium that have not been installed yet.  Jim says the fire department must have water to fight fires. We can’t shut down the well; we are pumping 6 out of 7 days.  

It is a hardship for the Rees’s to haul water.  Presently, the Rees’s are borrowing water from their neighbor.  Chad says there is no issue with that, but that also must be temporary. He wishes we could shut down the well for a week and get the needed work done, but we cannot.
 
Russ has changed his view on water connections.  He thinks anyone who is a town resident and wants a water connection should get one and would also approve Mike to get a connection up by the cemetery, if we have a stable source of water.  The issue is we do not have a stable water connection.  Once we get the new well in place, we can grant any Leamington Town resident a water connection as soon as the water is stable.  Chris says she has been forced out of her home for the safety of her grandkids.  Chad says they are okay for water because they are hauling water from their neighbor.  They heat their water on the stove. If we removed the water moratorium, we would have 10 connection requests that we could not supply.  Darwin thinks we need to hold a special meeting, but the Rees’s need to understand that Darwin does not have the authority to grant water connections.  Tony says there was water on the property previously and thinks he should get it again.  Steven says the present situation is that there is no water connection there.  When they purchased the land, it had the water meter there.  But the town did not sell the Rees’s the land.  Russ says he would like to grant them a water connection due to their hardship for health and safety reasons.  He thinks Leamington should try to help its residents due to hardship.  Chad says we need over 200 gallons a minute for water stability, and we do not have that currently.  Chad would like a month to review the issue and fix the well to get 150-200 gallons a minute.  Chad wants to make sure the water supply is stable.

Miscellaneous: Russ will review the other items on the agenda, including the ADA funding to get a wheelchair lift by designating the town hall as a polling place and getting CDC funding. Steve Pratt is working on a design for the maintenance and storage building.  We also want to look at stuccoing the building.  We will need to power wash the building.

Ann would like to add a line item to the budget for Building Permit Invoices to the Administration section. Chad made a motion to add the line item, Steven seconded, all in favor, motion passed.

Chad says the Leamington Day Rodeo Committee needs help with cash boxes.  He thinks everything is in line.  Russ would like to have the YM/YW clean up the gutter along the road as a service project. 

Russ wants to thank Jim for painting the bleachers and Chad for the work he did on the weeds and lot.  The lady that lives by Joe Pruitt’s house needs to the big trunk from the tree picked up.

Adjourn:  Steven made a motion to adjourn at 8:45 pm, Trampis seconded, all in favor, meeting adjourned.  Our next meeting will be on September 8th at 7:00 p.m. 
