Davis County COG Minutes
	Council of Governments Meeting
	Sept 18, 2013

	Held at:  West Bountiful City Offices 
	5:00 pm

	Chairman:
	Mayor Craythorne
	Pledge:
	Jamie Nagle

	Vice Chairman:
	Commissioner Petroff
	Prayer:
	Todd Stevenson

	COG Administrator: 
	Kent Sulser
	
	

	Present:
	Mayor Joe Johnson, Bountiful City, Commissioner Louenda Downs, DC Commission, Mayor Ronald Russell, Centerville City, Mayor Mitch Adams, Clinton City,  Barbara Riddle, Davis CVB, Commissioner Bret Millburn,  DC Commission, Commissioner John Petroff, DC Commission, Jim Smith, Davis Chamber, Barry Burton, DC Planning, Mayor Scott Harbertson, Farmington City,   Mayor Todd Stevenson,  Fruit Heights City,  Mayor Steve Hiatt, Kaysville City,  Mayor Steve Curtis, Layton City,  Mayor Len Arave, North Salt Lake City,  Mayor Jeff Monroe, South Weber City,   Mayor Chad Bangerter, Sunset City, Mayor Jamie Nagle, Syracuse City,  Mayor Ken Romney, West Bountiful City, Mayor Erik Craythorne, West Point City,  Mayor Kent Parry, Woods Cross City,  Annette Hanson,  DC CED


	Visitors :
	Chuck Gates, ULCT/UTA, Debbie Barlow, citizen, Wayne Bennion, WFRC,  Jory Johner, WFRC,  Andrew Gruber, WFRC, Duane Huffman,  West Bountiful City, Greg Johnson, DC Planning

	Excused:
	Mayor Don Wood, Clearfield City,  Kent Sulser, DC CED,  Marlin Eldred, DC CED, Tamara Lowe, DSD,  Colonel Kathryn Kolbe, HAFB

	Welcome/Introductions 
Approve August Minutes
	Erik Craythorne

	
Motion:
	Motion to approve August 2013 minutes was made by Mayor Johnson. Mayor Romney provided a 2nd; all were in favor.

	West Bountiful City
	Mayor Romney

	
	
Mayor Romney welcomed the board and introduced city manager Duane Huffman, who joined West Bountiful a month and a half ago.  West Bountiful also has a new golf course director.  Mayor Romney expressed gratitude for being able to serve alongside the current mayors.

	CDBG Update
	Greg Johnson

	
	Three years ago the County enlisted cities to join in an interlocal agreement, allowing participants to make application for CDBG funds.   It is time to renew that process.   Letters will be sent out to each of the cities within the next three weeks.  Cities who are currently involved do not need to do anything.  Involvement is a three year, automatically renewing process.  If a city currently participating does not want to continue to participate, they will need to give notice of withdrawal.  The two cities which have not participated in the past may opt-in at this time and be considered for the next three years of CDBG funds.

	edcUtah Presentation
	Brigham Mellor

	

Informational
Presentation:







	Started in 1987 as a private, nonprofit organization, EDCUtah is a public/private partnership, working with state and local government and private industry to attract and grow competitive, high-value companies and spur the development and expansion of local Utah businesses.   EdcUtah operates under the concept that economic growth benefits everybody by providing more discretionary income, better products and wages, increased job opportunities, and enhanced investment opportunities. EdcUtah membership helps EdcUtah in efforts to recruit out-of-state businesses and help local businesses grow.  EdcUtah is aware of local and state incentives and uses this knowledge in their recruitment and expansion efforts.

When EdcUtah receives requests for vendor or supplier names from clients, EdcUtah passes those referrals on to its partners, giving them the first opportunity for business. EdcUtah communicates economic news to its partners through email announcements, press releases, member meetings, project reports, and the EdcUtah Economic Review newsletter. As EdcUtah clients are ready to release information, that information is passed on through the appropriate channels with the company's contact names for business opportunities. 

The EdcUtah Research Center is one of the largest economic data libraries in the state where you can get the latest information on business incentives, labor statistics, real estate, taxes, utility rates, demographics, and much more—and it's available to all partners. The Research Center is also equipped to prepare customized reports and analyses upon request. These include operating cost comparison models, economic impact studies, demographic studies, and local and national business lists.

EdcUtah operates the Sure Sites website with over 34 active sure sites available for investors to pull up and learn about individual sites.  Sure Sites has had over 15,000 visits since May; this allows cities to get their sites before potential investors long before formal requests are issued.

	Transportation Option Discussion
	Commissioner Millburn

	
Discussion:

	This topic was addressed in the August COG and continues to be of primary concern.  Commissioner Millburn was assisted by Brent Gardner, Utah Association of Counties (UAC), Andrew Gruber, Wasatch Front Regional Council (WFRC), Lincoln Shurtz, Utah League of Cities and Towns (ULCT) in a continued discussion of transportation needs and funding options.  

Utah’s population is projected to nearly double in the next 30 years.  Adequately funding transportation needs from maintenance to construction is a very significant and pressing challenge facing cities and counties across Utah.  Since 1997 the state fuel tax has been the chief source of revenue to fund local roads.  However, the buying power of the fuel tax has declined by approximately 40%, thus most communities are forced to use general funds and will continue to struggle with a severe and growing funding gap.  

A technical group including UAC, WFRC, ULCT, and UDOT, has been examining various taxing options to address this issue.  A proposal is being discussed to allow counties to impose a local option tax on fuel.  The tax would be a 10 cent per gallon tax that is indexed to maintain buying power with inflation.  This tax would need to be approved by the legislative body of each county prior to charging that tax in their county.  100% of the proceeds of this tax would flow to local governments; 50% of the local option tax revenues would be pooled with other opt-in counties throughout Utah and then distributed in accordance with existing B & C road fund formulas.  The remaining 50% of the tax revenue collected in the county would remain within that county.  For a county to receive funds they must opt-in.  Counties which do not opt-in would not receive funds.

A fuel tax that is indexed, verses a fixed amount per gallon tax, would generate more revenue over time and would address the decline in buying power that exists with a per-gallon tax.  An indexed fuel tax would not, however, address the impact to tax revenue that is created by increasing vehicle efficiency and growing market share for alternative fuel vehicles.  

It is critical for all stake holders to come together and formulate a 5-year comprehensive plan speaking to the concerns around road maintenance, construction, and other transportation issues.  It is also important to understand and address the technical and logistical issues associated with tax collection and distribution.  While specific needs vary by community, a balanced approach to local transportation funding should concentrate on both current and future needs, as well as provide flexibility to meet individual community needs.  The technical working group will continue to consult with COG, the State Tax Commission and the Offices of Legislative Research, General Council and Fiscal Analysts.  Each county should be focused on a solution to this serious and growing challenge.  The Transportation Interim Committee met today and will meet again October 16.  Ideally, they would like local governments to come back with a proposal for a possible plan to move into the next legislative session. 

	Future Meetings/Business Items  

	
	Next Meeting:  October 16, 2013 at Sunset City.

Future items to be submitted to  Kent Sulser  at  ksulser@daviscountyutah.gov or to Annette Hanson at ahanson@daviscountyutah.gov 


	Motion to Dismiss

	
Motion:
	
Mayor Hiatt made the motion to dismiss.  Second came from Mayor Bangerter;  all were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 6:32 pm.

	Meeting adjourned at 6:32 pm
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