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 1 

City of Washington Terrace 2 
_________________________________________________ 3 

Minutes of a Regular City Council meeting 4 
Held on September 21, 2021 5 

City Hall, 5249 South 400 East, Washington Terrace City, 6 
County of Weber, State of Utah 7 

 8 
     9 

                      10 
MAYOR, COUNCIL, AND STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT  11 
Mayor Mark C. Allen 12 
Council Member F. Carey Seal 13 
Council Member Larry Weir  14 
Council Member Scott Barker  15 
Council Member Jeff West 16 
City Treasurer Heidi Gerritsen 17 
General Planner Tyler Seaman 18 
City Manager Tom Hanson       19 
 20 
Others Present  21 
Mike Lawrence 22 

 23 
      24 

1.     WORK SESSION                                                       5:00 P.M. 25 
       Topics to include; but are not limited to: 26 

• The Good Landlord Program 27 
Hanson state that staff looked at the capacity to expand training to the landlords in the City. Hanson 28 
stated that the disproportionate fee equates to roughly $37,000, which is discounted in the Good Landlord 29 
Fee reduction. Hanson stated that this is money that is not coming into the city to help with the 30 
disproportionate calls for service fee. 31 
Hanson stated that the raw numbers for calls for service for landlords show that the landlords not in the 32 
Program are generally not the rentals that have high volume calls. Hanson stated that the graph shows 33 
that the high volume calls are in the Good Landlord Program. Hanson stated that we need to look at the 34 
Return of Investment (ROI) of the Program and does it equate to the $37,000 we are not collecting.  35 
 36 
Gerritsen stated that a normalized call rate for a residence that is not a rental is .58. 37 
Mayor Allen stated that he does not believe that there is a good Return of Investments after reviewing the 38 
data. Council Member Barker asked how we can help landlords who have been working the program 39 
continue with their trainings. Hanson stated that he believes that we can take some of the money received 40 
from the licenses and use it to clean up the city in general and problem properties. He stated that the city 41 
will still implement best practices and encourage trainings of the program. Council Member Seal stated 42 
that a minimum of half the Good Landlord Participants are doing a good job according to the data 43 
received. He stated that he feels that the program is working somewhat, however, he doesn’t want to 44 
penalize everyone for bad management of other properties. 45 
Council Member Barker stated that he likes the idea of taking some of the funds to clean up properties. 46 
Council Member West stated that he does not feel like we need to scrap the program for those who are in 47 
compliance with the program. He stated that there should be a threshold for calls that exceed the 48 
normalized amount and those properties may be taken out of the program. Council Member Seal stated 49 
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that some calls cannot be controlled (medical, accidents) and should not be penalized.  50 
 51 
Hanson stated that Seaman is working on a program that would help clean up properties so that values of 52 
the surrounding properties are not brought down by problem properties. Seaman stated that the abatement 53 
program in which he is working on should be coming to Council soon. Gerritsen stated that one unit 54 
disproportionate fee is $41.00.  55 
 56 
Hanson stated that we will need to commit more resources on our side to keep the program going. He 57 
stated that we need to look at not only the money taken in, but the staff support and support of the 58 
Sheriff’s Office to help run this program. He stated that many things need to be taken into account when 59 
determining the ROI. Hanson stated that a challenge is in measuring the benchmarks and is not sure if we 60 
are making a big difference with the Program. Council Member Barker stated that we may be better off to 61 
drop the Program and take the seed money to start the abatement program and then charge the individuals 62 
and the city would receive the money back. He stated that the program started out to help the landlords 63 
run their property. He stated that there are different mindsets of landlords. Council Member Barker stated 64 
that the program is a loser for the City. Gerritsen stated that she anticipates a big drop off in the program 65 
this year, as there is not a large incentive.  66 
 67 
Council Member Barker stated that if the Council drops the program, we need to make sure we start the 68 
abatement program and start cleaning up the city. Hanson stated that we can use data generated by law 69 
enforcement to reach out to landlords.  70 
 71 
 72 
 73 
 74 
 75 
 76 
 77 
 78 
 79 
 80 
 81 
 82 
 83 
 84 
 85 
 86 
 87 
 88 
 89 
 90 
 91 
 92 
 93 
 94 
 95 
 96 
 97 
 98 
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 99 
MAYOR, COUNCIL, AND STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT  100 
Mayor Mark C. Allen 101 
Council Member F. Carey Seal 102 
Council Member Larry Weir  103 
Council Member Scott Barker  104 
Council Member Jeff West 105 
City Treasurer Heidi Gerritsen 106 
General Planner Tyler Seaman 107 
City Manager Tom Hanson       108 
 109 
Others Present  110 
Kathleen Craynor, Jim Craynor, Nathan Howard, Jonathan Fraser, Gina Butters, Lane Findlay, 111 
Jon Parry, Amy Miller    112 
 113 
 114 
2.     ROLL CALL                                                            6:00 P.M. 115 
 116 
3.     PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 117 
 118 
4.     WELCOME 119 
 120 
5.     CONSENT ITEMS 121 
 122 

5.1  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 123 
Item 8.1 has been postponed until the next meeting. 124 
 125 
5.2  APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 7, 2021 MEETING MINUTES 126 
Items 5.1 and 5.2 were approved by general consent. 127 

      128 
6.     CITIZEN COMMENTS 129 
 130 
Amy Miller, representing the Community United Methodist Church, spoke about October Community 131 
events, including the Community garden and community basketball coaching. Miller asked when the City 132 
would like to hold trick or treating this year. Hanson stated that he would let Miller know once it has 133 
been decided. Miller spoke about meals for the homeless. She stated that she posts information on the 134 
Washington Terrace City Facebook Page. 135 

    136 
 137 
7.     COUNCIL/STAFF RESPONSE AND CONSIDERATION TO CITIZEN        138 
       COMMENTS 139 
Council thanked Amy Miller for the work that is done at the Community events. 140 
 141 
8.     NEW BUSINESS 142 
 143 
       8.1  PRESENTATION/TRAINING: ETHICAL ELECTION BEHAVIOR       144 
Item 8.1 has been postponed. 145 
 146 
 147 
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 148 
       8.2  PRESENTATION: WEBER SCHOOL DISTRICT 2021 BOND 149 
Superintendent Stephens presented information on the 2021School District bond which will be on the 150 
ballot in the November election.  151 
He stated that they want to make sure that they utilize all the facilities in the area before they do boundary  152 
adjustments. He stated that they have used all the portable classrooms that they have. He stated that there 153 
is limited access in portables. He stated that they have used all the tools that they have to help with the 154 
growth in the area. He stated that they are asking the public to allow them to bond. The bond will help 155 
enhance several schools and build one new school. He stated many schools are over or nearing capacity. 156 
He stated that Roosevelt Elm. can be rebuilt on site and allow children to attend school while 157 
construction is in place. He stated that if the bond is successful, Roosevelt Elm. will be last on the 158 
scheduled constructions in this rotation. He stated that this will be the fifth consecutive bond from Weber 159 
School District that will not raise the tax rate. Stephens stated that T.H. Bell is getting close to being on 160 
the rotation schedule. Stephens stated that they already own the properties for the new schools. 161 
 162 
       8.3  MOTION/ORDINANCE 21-07: WATER EFFICIENCY LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE 163 
Seaman stated that there has been extreme drought in Utah and that we are not very restrictive on 164 
landscape ordinance and what people can plant. He stated that he reached out to Weber Basin Water on 165 
effective ordinances. He stated that the water landscape ordinance is to help with water conservation. He 166 
introduced Jon Parry from Weber Basin and stated that he has worked with Weber Basin on the 167 
ordinance. Seaman stated that we have significant commercial buildings coming into the City and this 168 
can potentially save a lot of watering for their landscape. 169 
Seaman stated that this ordinance is not required for existing buildings. Seaman stated that there is a 170 
maximum of the amount of grass that can be planted. Seaman stated that the city allows zero scaping. He 171 
stated that it is highly recommended to take a tour of Weber Basin that shows different turf ideas and 172 
landscaping ideas. Seaman stated that his department will promote water conservation as part of 173 
landscaping. Council Member Barker stated that he has learned this year that his grass does not need as 174 
much water as he thought. Seaman stated that there are a few challenges on how to help guide the do it 175 
yourself landscaper. Parry stated that residents can contact Weber Basin for ideas and free classes and 176 
consultations for landscaping. Seaman stated that this ordinance will allow us to participate in the water 177 
conservation programs with Weber Basin Water, one of them being the “Rip the Strip” reimbursement 178 
program offered by the State. 179 
Parry stated that the “Rip the Strip” Program is available to communities who adjust their ordinances for 180 
water conservation, which this ordinance will. Residents who are interested can visit 181 
utahwatersavers.com to sign up for the program. He stated that this is a regional program and residents 182 
using Pine View Water are eligible. 183 
Seaman stated that several requirements that seemed like financial hardships for residents were removed 184 
from the ordinance. He stated that they were not removed from commercial properties. Seaman stated 185 
that percentage of grass was decreased for new residential developments Seaman stated that the amount 186 
of time to complete the front yard has been increased to 18 months. 187 
 188 

Motion by Council Member Barker 189 
Seconded by Council Member West 190 

To adopt Ordinance 21-07 191 
Water Efficiency Landscape Ordinance 192 

Approved unanimously (4-0) 193 
Roll Call Vote 194 

 195 
 196 
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       8.4  MOTION/ORDINANCE 21-09: DISSOLUTION OF CERTAIN REDEVELOPMENT 197 
            AGENCY PROJECT AREAS 198 
Hanson stated that there has been an RDA on county records that we have never used or received 199 
increments on. Hanson stated that we have never paid any incentives out of this RDA. The RDA is no 200 
longer applicable, and therefore staff is asking to dissolve the RDA presented. 201 
Hanson stated that it was established in 2002. Hanson stated that over time, the Southeast Business 202 
District RDA has taken over some of the property, making this RDA ineffective. 203 
              204 

Motion by Council Member West 205 
Seconded by Council Member Weir 206 

To approve Ordinance 21-09 and  207 
Dissolve the Redevelopment Agency Project Area discussed 208 

Approved unanimously (4-0) 209 
Roll Call Vote 210 

 211 
       8.5  MOTION/ACTION: REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PUBLIC FACILITY RENTAL 212 
            GUIDELINES 213 
Gerritsen stated that some language and guidelines have been added to the rental application which will 214 
clarify the behavior that is not allowed and may cost them their rental deposit. Hanson stated that the 215 
rental application firms up what is expected by the resident as well as the City. 216 
Gerritsen clarified that the fees are not changing, it just puts in writing the practice that we have been 217 
using during the rental process. Gerritsen stated that this includes Rohmer Park, Victory Park, and the 218 
Senior Center. Gerritsen stated that the Senior Center is not available to the general public. Hanson stated 219 
that a 501-3c organization that supports the community may be available to be rental. Gerritsen stated 220 
that the website will have the rental agreements posted. 221 
Mayor Allen would like staff to review the field use fees, particularly baseball fields. He stated that the 222 
contract agreement is $200 and the hourly rate is $2.00 and would like information to what that entails. 223 
Hanson stated that Gerritsen did a wonderful job on getting the information together. 224 
 225 

Motion by Council Member Weir 226 
Seconded by Council Member Seal 227 

To approve the public facility rental guidelines 228 
Approved unanimously (4-0) 229 

        230 
9.    RETURNING BUSINESS    231 
       9.1  DISCUSSION/MOTION: GOOD LANDLORD PROGRAM PARTICIPATION 232 
Hanson stated that we have discussed this topic at several meetings to discuss the value of the program. 233 
Hanson stated that the program was set up to give information and tools to landlords to use best practices 234 
on their properties. Hanson stated that the landlords on the program receive a discount on their business 235 
licenses which comes to a reduction of $37,000. Hanson stated that the program has varying levels of 236 
success. Hanson stated if Council votes to continue with the program, we would continue with the 237 
program and will need to increase capacity of our staff to work on the program. Hanson stated that if 238 
Council decides not to continue, we could take half of the funds received and put it towards the 239 
abatement program and use the funds to clean up challenging properties, which would then be placed as a 240 
tax on the property so the city can recoup the funds. 241 
Mayor Allen stated that he feels that we should take the $37000 and help improve property sites in the 242 
community instead of trying to manage the program. He stated that we may have to hire another 243 
employee to help manage the program. He stated that he is in favor of dissolving the program.  244 
Council Member Barker stated that the citizens of the city are subsidizing the rental properties the 245 
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$37,000 and we have too many calls for service. He stated that he is in favor of dissolving the program as 246 
is but we need to make sure we take the funds and reinvest it in the abatement program and reinvest in 247 
the city properties. Council Member Weir agreed, stating the program is not doing all it was intended to 248 
do. Hanson stated that he does not want to commit all of the funding at this time, but recommends using 249 
at least $15,000 of the funding. Hanson stated that it is not in the budget at this time, but it will be 250 
available in the next budget year. Hanson stated that we want to use forms of communication to 251 
encourage best practices among the landlords. He stated that the funds can offset some of the costs 252 
associated with law enforcement and calls for service. Hanson stated that the training is worth doing. 253 
Council Member West stated that it is important to redirect the funds to mitigation of problem properties. 254 
He would also like to see how the best practice information will be communicated to the landlords. 255 
Council Member Seal stated that the program had some teeth to it when it first was established, however, 256 
the state has changed some of the requirements and took away the teeth to the ordinance.  257 
 258 

Motion by Council Member Barker 259 
Seconded by Council Member West 260 

To dissolve the Good Landlord Program participation 261 
Approved unanimously (4-0) 262 

 263 
       9.2  MOTION/ORDINANCE 21-08: ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS 264 
Mayor Allen stated that this ordinance must be approved by October 1, 2021, in accordance with state 265 
law. Seaman stated that there will be one text change concerning short term rentals. We will take out one 266 
word stating that you cannot advertise as a short term rental. It must be an over 30 day rental.  267 
Council Member Barker stated that this ordinance is only for the existing footprint of the main unit. 268 
Seaman stated that it mostly applies to basement apartments. Hanson stated that it could also apply to a 269 
remodeled garage, as long as they offset the parking. Seaman stated that there only needs to have one 270 
point of egress in a residential zone. Seaman stated that the owner will need a business license, which is 271 
allowed by state code.  272 
Hanson stated that there will be a challenge to the homeowner if they are in an area with challenging  273 
parking space. Hanson stated that parking will be a big component in allowing these types of licenses.  274 
 275 

Motion by Council Member Barker 276 
Seconded by Council Member West 277 

To adopt Ordinance 21-08 “Accessory Dwelling Units” 278 
Approved unanimously (4-0) 279 

Roll Call Vote 280 
             281 
10.     COUNCIL COMMUNICATION WITH STAFF 282 
Council Member Barker stated that VIPs Program member Scott Christensen spent 18 hours at the Weber 283 
County fair as a volunteer for parking. He stated that volunteers are asked to put in 8 hours a month. He 284 
stated that if the community sees Mr. Christensen, to thank him for his dedication. 285 
Council Member Barker stated that he toured the city on the VIPS program this past weekend. He stated 286 
that it was very interesting and stated that the volunteers are starting to get out in the neighborhood. He 287 
stated that they saw several cars in Rohmer park parked past the 10 p.m. curfew. He asked if we need to 288 
consider a “sun up to sun down” rule for park closures. Hanson stated that we can definitely look into 289 
that change.  290 
 291 
Council Member West thanked Gerritsen and staff for their hard work and appreciates that there is a lot 292 
going on in the City. 293 
Mayor Allen stated that the valve replacement CDBG project is underway. 294 
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Mayor Allen stated he received a thank you from a resident who received a newly painted fire hydrant 295 
and curb painting and thank the public works crew for their work.         296 

       297 
11.     ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 298 
Hanson spoke about the water valve replacement program. Hanson stated that there is a map on the city 299 
website showing where the work will be completed daily during the project. 300 
 301 
Hanson stated that the fiber optic survey will go live tomorrow to see the need within the community. 302 
Hanson stated that he has put out a formal RFP on the project. 303 
 304 
Hanson stated that there are new cameras at the parks. 305 
 306 
Hanson stated that we are receiving applications for the vacancy within City Council. 307 
 308 
Hanson stated that a budget adjustment will be brought back to Council for a new online building permit 309 
platform. Hanson stated that this will increase service and expanding our platform. 310 
        311 
 312 
12.     UPCOMING EVENTS     313 
        September 29th-October 1st: ULCT Convention: Salt Palace, SLC 314 
        September 30th: Planning Commission (tentative) 6:00 p.m. 315 
        October 5th: City Council Meeting 6:00 p.m. 316 
        October 11th: City Offices closed in Observance of Columbus Day 317 
        October 19th: City Council Meeting 6:00 p.m. 318 
        October 28th: Planning Commission Meeting (tentative) 319 
                     320 
13.    ADJOURN THE MEETING: MAYOR ALLEN   321 
 322 

Motion by Council Member Barker 323 
Seconded by Council Member Weir  324 

To adjourn the meeting 325 
Approved unanimously (4-0) 326 

Time: 7:55 p.m. 327 
 328 
 329 

14.    Council adjourned into a Redevelopment Agency (RDA) meeting immediately following the 330 
meeting. 331 
 332 
 333 
____________________________________   ______________________________ 334 
Date approved                                 City Recorder 335 


