WALES TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
7 September 2021
HELD IN THE WALES TOWN HALL
                                                                            Meeting commenced at 7:05 PM
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Nathan Mitchell; Councilmen Jared Brotherson, Brice Roberts, Ron Thompson and Dale White; Water Superintendent Wendle Roberts; Fire Chief James Roberts; Town Clerk Velva Lee Sherman.
Residents in attendance:  Tiriaq Taylor, Byron Davis, Tom Davis
Others in attendance:  Andrew Flake & Robert Worley of Sunrise Engineering
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRAYER:  Nathan Mitchell
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:  
Andrew Flake, of Sunrise Engineering, reported on three different projects. First he talked about the replacement well, saying that High Plains Drilling was again attempting to salvage the well, this week (6-11 September 2021), and that they should know by the following week if it could be done. Mr. Flake stated that this was their last chance at reclaiming the replacement well and if it didn't work they would be required to begin drilling another well.
He then talked about the Lime Kiln Spring project, saying that Sunrise Engineering had recently met with Barton Excavating and the projected date for beginning work was 21 September 2021. The project time was estimated at 40 days, putting the completion date about the end of October. It was pointed out that the project had been put off until the heaviest water use for the season was past, but it shouldn't be put off any longer or start of the project could end up being delayed until next spring.
Finally, Mr. Flake talked about the proposed Water Master Plan and asked to schedule a work meeting to get it started. He invited anyone who was interested to come. The meeting was set for Thursday, 23 September 2021, at 6:00 PM. The plan will be for a 20-year period, addressing growth concerns in connection with the wells, the water storage tanks, the distribution system and so forth.
BUSINESS:  
1. The time was turned over to Councilman White to present information he had prepared for council members to help with decisions regarding adjustment of the town's water rates. The most discussed item on his proposal (see attached spreadsheet) was the suggestion to lower the amount of water allowed for the base rate, from 7,500 gallons per month to 5,000 gallons per month, and raise the base charge by $4.00 per month (from $27.00 to $31.00). There was extensive discussion concerning the change, but the final consensus was that it had to be done. The only other change made to the existing rates was the addition of a "Tier 4", charging $2.75 per 1,000 gallons for any usage over 60,000 gallons per month. Councilman Roberts made the motion to accept the changes to the existing water rate schedule as shown on the attached spreadsheet. Councilman Brotherson seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous vote in favor. The decision was made, however, to defer implementation of the new rates for a period of two months, and to hold a public hearing to explain the changes to residents, as well as the reasons behind them. One of the major motivations for the increase was that the town had become ineligible for grants/loans, to improve the water system, because of Wales Town's particularly low water rates.
2. The next discussion centered on updating the cemetery ordinance. Ordinance 2014-05 was superseded by Ordinance No. 2021-03. The major reason for the update was to add language requiring that the cemetery superintendent be contacted, and his/her approval  given, prior to placing of concrete curbs, or other immovable improvements in the cemetery. There have been instances of such problems as curbing encroaching on adjacent gravesites and fences that impede the process of digging a grave. A section was also added requiring evidence of ownership of plots purchased prior to need. Other minor corrections were made as needed. (See attached copies of ordinances.) Councilman Thompson made the motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2021-03 as written. Councilman White seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote in favor.
3. The final item of business concerned the council's discussion and decision to not have Wales Town billed for water. (Note:  This topic was listed as #1 on the agenda.) This would include the town hall, the fire station, the park and the cemetery. Councilman White made the motion that Wales Town not be charged, by the town's water system, for water usage. Councilman Brotherson seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous vote in favor. (Note:  This will be added to the official policies of Wales Town.)
MINUTES:  
Councilman Roberts made a motion to accept the minutes of the 3 August 2021 Town Council meeting as written; Councilman White seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a unanimous vote in favor.
INVOICES: 
The August 2021 invoices were read by the town clerk. Councilman Thompson made the motion to approve payment and Councilman White seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous to have the invoices paid.
REPORTS:
· Fire Department:  Fire Chief James Roberts reported that there was not much left to do to finish up the new fire station. He did not have a completion date but thought it would be in the next week or two. Thursday, 23 September 2021, was chosen for the open house, from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM. The town donated food for the occasion that was left over from Welsh Days, including beef patties, franks, condiments, soda pop and ice. Mr. Roberts mentioned that there still might be a chance to send out a truck to fight fires in California or elsewhere.
· Water Department:  Water Superintendent Wendle Roberts reported that levels in the water tanks had been doing well since the water restrictions had been put in place earlier in the season. He said levels were staying where needed as required for possible fire fighting emergencies. He commented that he had been having some problems, caused by internet glitches, with the new SCADA system, but hoped to have them worked out soon. He went on to let council members know that when the replacement well is up and running it will be added to the SCADA system. He also reported that he has been running the original south well for the last while, but he will be switching over to the north well as High Plains Drilling starts working on the replacement well again. 
· Parks:  Councilman White did not have anything to report this month.

· Roads:  Councilman Roberts reported that he had recently been in contact with Peckham Asphalt Paving, giving them information on where to focus repairs. He also reported poor results with the weed spraying along the roads and had decided to have Ben Chatwin discontinue that and concentrate on mowing the weeds instead. He plans to have Ben trim the trees on 200 East. He is also considering installing speed limit signs on 200 North.                                                                                                      

       Councilman Roberts mentioned the fact that someone was living in a trailer   
  
       
       located near the Lime Kiln Spring, a major water source for Wales Town. There was 
  
       some discussion and it was decided that the county should be notified, with Mayor 

       Mitchell agreeing to do that.                                                                            

· Water:  Councilman Brotherson reported that he had been able to contact Todd Alder, of Todd Alder Construction, and get him to come out and look at the town hall. (Note:  Todd Alder was the contractor for the building, finished in 2013.) He informed the council that Mr. Alder estimated only $10,000--$20,000 would be needed to repair the damage to the front of the building.
             All but three of the water meter registers, recently provided to the town by Scholzen 
  
       Products Company, had been installed. Councilman Brotherson requested 

 
       information from Water Superintendent Wendle Roberts, concerning how many 
 
       more were needed. Mr. Roberts estimated the number at 70.
· Cemetery:  Councilman Thompson reported the recent burial in the town cemetery of  Ellen Brower, and the upcoming cremation burial of Floyd Anderson. He also reported that he was looking into the names that needed to be added to the Veterans' Memorial Plaque and, at present, knew of seven more. 
· Mayor:  Mayor Mitchell reported that the first tranche of ARPA funds, $22,072.50, had been deposited in the Enterprise PTIF account. (Note:  The funds have been earmarked to pay for the Water Master Plan.) He also let council members know that the UDOT claim had been submitted (see attached), the final total being $1,566.00. He continued by passing on the information that an insurance claim on the town hall  had also been submitted and that an insurance rep was scheduled to inspect the building on 28 September. It had also been ascertained that the county building inspector no longer had copies of the building plans for the town hall, as the county only keeps those for three years. On 6 September, two 2"x4" boards had been placed across each set of windows, on either side of the main doors in the town hall, in order to discourage anyone from leaning on them, as they are all loose in their frames. The materials and labor were donated by Emmit Mitchell and Marlon Sherman. Mayor Mitchell finished his report by mentioning that the town was still looking for microphones for use at the town council meetings.
Councilman Brotherson made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Roberts, with a unanimous vote in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM
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