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Minutes
27 July 2021
6:00 p.m.
Public Hearing
	
Mayor Mike Olsen
Councilmembers:
Justin Atkinson
Rondy Black
Sam Draper
Russell Keisel
Kevin Stallings




1. Welcome
Mayor Olsen welcomed all to the Public Hearing regarding the water bonds. 

2. In Attendance:
Mayor: Mike Olsen
Councilmembers:  Kevin Stallings, Russell Keisel, Rondy Black, and Sam Draper
	*Justin Atkinson arrived late
Others in Attendance:  Jeanne Tejada (Recorder), Joseph Strain, Wayne Lee, Mont Wheeler, Tweet Lee, Dan Simons, Ben Carrick, Devan Shields (Sunrise Engineering), Shane Ward (Power Superintendent), Jim Wilberg (Police Chief), and Colter Allen (Public Works Superintendent).

3. Bond Discussion
Time was turned over to Devan Shields from Sunrise Engineering to explain what the bond is for.  He is the chief engineer on the project.  The best option we decided on is a water treatment plant, with a water spring line up the canyon.  Also it was decided to drill an additional culinary well to supplement the water source for the city.  US Rural Development had a funding package that was applied for and granted, for $980,000.  The city will not need to pay this back.  The rest, $4.2 million was done through a low interest loan that will be paid off through the next 40 years.  Some will be recouped through water impact fees.  The bonding for this loan for $4.2 million requires a public hearing. If they have good results with the first well sight, they will go with that sight, if not they will move to the next well sight.

One citizen asked, “What is the projected growth it is supposed to support? “ 
Devan replied, between 1 & 2%.  It’s also likely they will need more source.	
		Wayne Lee asked if there was a projected amount that each household would need?
			Looks like it will go down what the current state rules are for the city.
Wayne also pointed out some other issues, like the development for the city.  He wants to know if all these things are being looked at and if they are in fact for the benefit of Mt. Pleasant?
Councilmember Keisel answered that they are looking at a lot of things regarding development.

Councilmember Atkinson pointed out that what the State requires and what the city actually uses are completely different numbers.

Claudia Jarrett mentioned that she is concerned about incurring more debt.  How many more years on the CIB loan?  She, also wanted to know if they are anticipating raising water rates?

Mayor Olsen replied, hopefully impact fees will cover the cost, but it is possible the rates will need to increase.  Councilmember Atkinson pointed out that there are ways to help those on a fixed income by building into the overage rates.  They are not sure how much is owing on the CIB Loan.  

Councilmember Keisel stated that the Council is working hard.  They put their heads together and they try to do what is best for the city.  

Monte Wheeler questioned why the city does not have a moratorium on new construction.  He was told it is on the agenda for the regular council meeting.

Joe Strain is concerned about a couple things.  Has any kind of study been done on the impact of taking water from the other wells in the area?  Devan Shields says they did factor this in when they did the original application in 2016.  Where can they go to see what this project looks like?  He would like to see that.  

4. Adjourn 6:58pm







						
Jeanne M. Tejada, Recorder
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