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ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 7, 2021
REGULAR MEETING / ELECTRONIC MEETING – 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Melani Torgersen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Guy Graham, 
Marlene Stowe, Lenza Wilson, Chad Lyman, City Attorney Barry Huntington, City Treasurer Megan Haws and City Recorder Stephanie Steed. Council member Dan’l Lindsay was excused. 

Also present were Garfield County Sheriff Danny Perkins, Victory Crawford, Richard Crawford, Terence Tontlewicz, Lawrence Barnes, Julie Brugger and Harriet Priska

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk10560380]Council member Graham made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council member    Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lyman, Wilson and Graham voting aye. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF AUGUST 17, 2021 MEETING
Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 17, 2021 meeting as written. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lyman, Stowe and Graham voting aye. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments at this time. 

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Council member Stowe said she told the Planning and Zoning Commission the Council would like them to start working on the RV ordinance.  

GRAND STAIRCASE ESCALANTE PARTNERS, INC. – AWNING OVER PATIO 
540 W MAIN – R/C
Council member Stowe explained this project. This project meets all requirements and Planning and Zoning has recommended it for approval. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the Municipal Project Approval Form for the Grand Staircase Escalante Partners, Inc. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Wilson, Stowe and Graham voting aye.   

SCHEDULED ITEMS
GARFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF DANNY PERKINS – UPDATE
Sheriff Perkins presented the call logs for the Deputies to the Council. Sheriff Perkins said Kayson Durfey has been hired to take Deputy Ray Gardner’s place. Sheriff Perkins explained Deputy Durfey will be training with the other Deputies for a while. Sheriff Perkins said Deputy Durfey will be working the East end of the County. Sheriff Perkins said Deputy Durfey is excited to be back in Escalante and the Sheriffs office is glad to have him. 

Sheriff Perkins reported on the vehicle found in Lake Powell by Hite. Sheriff Perkins said it looks like the vehicle backed off a six-hundred-foot ledge. 

Council member Wilson asked how many deputies are in the Escalante area.  Sheriff Perkins said there are four deputies stationed out of Escalante. Sheriff Perkins said one deputy is funded by the Bureau of Land Management.

Sheriff Perkins said Garfield County has been found. Sheriff Perkins said there are a lot of visitors in the County. Council member Lyman asked if there are any red flags we need to be aware of. Sheriff Perkins explained they have had some domestic violence, a homicide and even a suicide. Sheriff Perkins said it is a different crowd.

Council member Wilson asked how many deputies there are County wide. Sheriff Perkins said we have nine Deputies and twenty Correction Officers. 

HARRIET PRISKA – CONSTITUTION WEEK
Ms. Priska explained Constitution Week is September 17-23, 2021. Ms. Priska asked Mayor Torgersen to sign the declaration so she can take it out to the High School to put on display.  
Ms. Priska said Victory Crawford has planned a program to celebrate Constitution Week. 

Mrs. Crawford explained she has been reading a lot about the Constitution. Mrs. Crawford said everyone is aware of the problems in the Country today. Mrs. Crawford explained there will be a program and a dinner at the Show House on Friday September 17, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. to celebrate Constitution Week.  

TRACTOR, BROOM AND ROTARY CUTTER
City Recorder Steed said she received a bid for a new tractor, broom and rotary cutter for the Airport. City Recorder Steed explained we can use the Cares Act Grant to purchase the items. 
Council member Wilson said he has looked at the specks for the bigger tractor listed on the bids. Council member Wilson said he has also looked at other tractors and the specks are similar. 
Council member Wilson said he feels we could use the tractor, brush hog and a bucket at the Airport. Council member Lyman said he would suggest purchasing the bigger tractor. Council member Lyman said he feels we will need a bucket for sure and the tractor will need to be four-wheel drive. Council member Wilson said the City needs to get our own equipment at the Airport, so we don’t have to rely on someone else taking care of the weeds and runway. This item was discussed at length. Council member Wilson made a motion to purchase a tractor, bucket, brush hog and other parts up to $29,000.00 for the Airport using the Airport Cares Act Grant. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with council members Lyman, Wilson, Graham and Stowe voting aye.     

COVID-19 LOCAL ASSISTANCE MATCHING GRANT PROGRAM
City Recorder Steed explained Rich White is working on the Covid-19 Local Assistance Matching Grant for the development of the Springs.  

RESOLUTION 2021-10 CANCELING THE 2021 LOCAL ELECTION 
City Recorder Steed explained there are three seats available in the Local Elections and only three Candidates. City Recorder Steed said the deadline to become a write in candidate has passed so the city can cancel the 2021 Local Elections. City Recorder Steed explained Melani Torgersen is the candidate for Mayor, Dan’l Lindsay and A. Chad Lyman are the two candidates for Council members and they will be considered elected if the City cancels the elections. Council member Wilson made a motion to adopt Resolution 2021-10 Canceling the 2021 Local Elections. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Graham, Lyman and Stowe voting aye.  
  
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
City Recorder Steed explained there will be a training on the CIB/CDBG Application List and Capital Asset Planning by Five County on September 27, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. in the Council Chambers. City Recorder Steed said she would recommend the Council attend if they can.  
  
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
 The Fire Department was not present at said meeting.

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen explained the 9/11 National Service Day. Mayor Torgersen said anyone wanting to participate can meet in front of Griffins Grocery Store at 9:00 am. Mayor Torgersen explained we will clean up on Main Street and in neighborhoods. Mayor Torgersen said there will be a potluck hotdog lunch at the City Park put on by the LDS church following the cleanup. 

COUNCIL MEMBER CHAD LYMAN
Council member Lyman explained he contacted Jay Brooks from the County about the agreement to use the excavator at the landfill. Council member Lyman said Mr. Brooks said the agreement stands and the City can use the excavator anytime.  

Council member Lyman said he will contact the employees to help fix the fences at the Sewer Lagoon.      
 
COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson said the County has received funds to put a generator in at the Multi-Purpose Center. Council member Wilson explained the generator is currently eighteen to twenty weeks out for delivery. 

Council member Wilson explained the flooding problems at the Airport. Council member Wilson said he went out to the Airport last weekend and cleaned up a lot of the flooding. 
Council member Wilson said the there is a ditch that goes from the Airport property to private property that needs to be cleaned out. Council member Wilson asked City Attorney Huntington what we need to do to get an easement from the property owners to clean out the ditch. City Attorney Huntington said the City will need to notify the property owners in writing that we need to clean out the ditch. City Attorney Huntington said it would be best if the City can get a recorded easement. 

Council member Wilson said he called Armstrong and Eric Rink is no longer employed there. 
Council member Wilson explained he talked to David Hartman about what we can do with the City Hanger at the Airport. Council member Wilson said a problem the City would have if they were to dispose of the City Hanger is the fuel tanks power comes from the Hanger, but we can bypass it. 

Council member Wilson said the recent storms washed out the water tanks road again. Council member Wilson explained the employees have fixed the road, but he feels we need to put two culverts on it to prevent it from washing out again. 

COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham explained the fence contractor for the springs will be put off for another week due to getting materials. Mayor Torgersen asked when the project will be completed. Council member Graham said the end of November.  

COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe said she is thankful Main Street is the 9/11 service project. 

COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay was not present at said meeting. 

UNPAID BILLS
Council member Stowe made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Stowe, Wilson and Graham voting aye. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no executive session needed at this time. 

Council member Lyman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:36 p.m.
Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor.




_________________________________________Stephanie Steed, CMC
City Recorder
Date minutes approved: 9/21/2021 



