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ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OCTOBER 06, 2020
REGULAR MEETING / ELECTRONIC MEETING – 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Melani Torgersen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Louise Barnes,
Marlene Stowe, Lenza Wilson, Dan’l Lindsay, Guy Graham and City Recorder Stephanie Steed. City Attorney Barry Huntington joined electronically.

Also present were Wade Barney, Eric Rink, Lawrence Barnes, Richard Brown, Louise Eutropius and Julie Brugger.

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk10560380]Council member Stowe made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lindsay, Graham, Wilson and Barnes voting aye. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 01, 2020 MEETING
Council member Wilson made a motion to adopt the minutes of the September 01, 2020          meeting as written. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Graham, Wilson, Lindsay and Barnes voting aye. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
WADE BARNEY
Mr. Barney said he is concerned about the parking on 200 West Main Street. Mr. Barney said the Escalante Mercantile needs parking for their customers on the side of the building. Mr. Barney said he is also concerned about the parking in front of Griffins Store. Mr. Barney said it is hard seeing around the parked vehicles to get on Main Street. Mr. Barney asked if the City employees could paint the red strips on the curbs to help with illegal parking. 

JULIE BRUGGER
Ms. Brugger said she would like clarification about a group of people meeting at the City park and forming something. Ms. Brugger said there are rumors going around town about the group. Ms. Rugger said she is concerned and hoping City Council can clarify what is going on. 
Mayor Torgersen explained this is not the time for question and answers, it is for comments. 
Ms. Brugger said as a resident she would like to know what is going on. 

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Council member Stowe said the Planning and Zoning Commission has been working on some Ordinances that will go to Public Hearing on October 13, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.

RICHARD AND SANDRA BROWN – SINGLE PARCEL SPLIT – 580 SOUTH 600 WEST – (RR-1-10)
Council member Stowe explained this project. Council member Stowe said Mr. Brown was informed he can only split his lot once every five years. Council member Stowe said this project meets all requirements and Planning and Zoning has recommended it to the City Council for approval. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the Single Parcel Split for Mr. and Mrs. Brown. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lindsay, Graham, Wilson and Barnes voting aye. 

SCHEDULED ITEMS
GARFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF DANNY PERKINS – UPDATE
TRENT FELTNER
Deputy Feltner said Sheriff Perkins apologizes that he cannot attend the meeting tonight. Deputy Feltner introduced himself. Council member Barnes said she heard Deputy Feltner taught at the Police Academy. Mr. Feltner said yes, he was a firearms instructor. The Mayor and City Council welcomed Deputy Feltner.

GARFIELD MEMORIAL HOSPITAL - DONATION 
Mayor Torgersen explained every year the City purchases a table for the annual Hospital fundraiser dinner. Mayor Torgersen explained due to COVID-19 the Hospital has cancelled the annual fundraiser dinner. Mayor Torgersen said she received a letter asking for donations (attached). Council member Wilson said he knows the City did not budget a lot for donations but feels we should be able to donate again this year. Council member Barnes made a motion to donate $300.00 to the Garfield Memorial Hospital. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Wilson, Lindsay, Graham and Barnes voting aye. 

MULTI-PURPOSE CENTER FREEZER ALARM (COVID-19)
Mayor Torgersen said she has received extra food for the Care and Share Pantry due to COVID 19. Mayor Torgersen said she lost $4,500.00 worth of meat that was purchased with COVID-19 funds due to the freezer turning off. Mayor Torgersen said the Utah Food Bank was generous enough to replace the meat. Mayor Torgersen said she feels the City needs to purchase an alarm system for the freezers. Mayor Torgersen said she continues to receive extra meat and other items due to the Virus. Mayor Torgersen explained she has received a bid for $2,510.73 and is waiting for more bids but feels we need to move forward. Council member Wilson made a motion to move forward with the bid from Peterson Refrigeration and Mechanical for the Multi-Purpose Center Freezer Alarm using COVID-19 Cares Act Funds. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lindsay, Stowe, Wilson, Graham and Barnes voting aye. 

SHIELD FOR OFFICE (COVID-19)
City Recorder Steed explained she has only received one bid for the shield and would like to move forward. City Recorder Steed said City Treasurer has called two other companies for bids but has not heard back from them. Council member Barnes made a motion to move forward with the bid from House of Glass for the Shield using COVID-19 Cares Act Funds.  Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Barnes, Wilson, Stowe and Lindsay voting aye. 

WATER HEATER FOR OFFICE (COVID-19)
Mayor Torgersen explained the City Office has not had hot water for years and due to sanitation, she feels we need to install one. Council member Wilson said he has looked in the basement to see if we can replace the old water heater with a new one. Council member Wilson said he feels we could get a new water heater and have the employees install it. Council member Lindsay said he has asked a plumber to come and give the City a bid on a water heater and installing it. This item was discussed at length. If a plumber cannot install the water heater, the City employees will work with Council member Wilson to install it. Council member Stowe made a motion to move forward with a water heater for the office using COVID-19 Cares Act Funds. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Graham, Stowe, Barnes and Lindsay voting aye. 

FRAUD RISK ASSESSMENT 
City Recorder Steed explained the Fraud Risk Assessment and reviewed it with the Council.  Council member Barnes made a motion to certify the Fraud Risk Assessment.  Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lindsay, Stowe, Graham, Barnes and Wilson voting aye. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT WORKSHOP
City Recorder Steed explained this is the annual Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) mandatory workshop. Mayor Torgersen said she would like to send City Recorder Steed because she works on all the grants. Council member Barnes made a motion to send City Recorder Steed to the CDBG Workshop. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lindsay, Graham, Barnes, Stowe and Wilson voting aye. 

ORDINANCES
City Recorder Steed explained there are some City Ordinances that have been brought to her attention for review. City Recorder Steed went over Ordinance 3.04.040 (Home Occupation Fees), 8.04.050 (fee to move a water meter), 3.04.070 (business license inspections), 3.12.020 (prohibiting cannabis), 9.08.070 (Notice of time for Public Hearings) (attached). Council member Wilson made a motion to move forward with a Public Hearing to amend the Ordinances discussed. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Stowe, Graham, Barnes and Lindsay voting aye. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
City Recorder Steed said the annual Audit will be next Wednesday October 14, 2020.

City Recorder Steed said the Budget and Financial Reports are available. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Blaine Porter said Dustin from Scholzens helped him and Daryl Griffin rebuild the fire hydrant at the UDOT yard. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Fire Department was not present at said meeting. 

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen explained the City was awarded a grant for a Rural Co-Working and Innovation Center (RCIC). Mayor Torgersen said the RCIC will be in the Old Community Center. Mayor Torgersen said the grant is for $114,790.00. Mayor Torgersen explained the City’s match will be the building. Mayor Torgersen said they will put in new windows, workspaces and a place to meet. 

Mayor Torgersen thanked the Council and City Employees for working together and being positive. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER LOUISE BARNES
Council member Barnes said Eric Rink with Armstrong Consulting is going to give an update on the Airport Project. Mr. Rink said the project is on day sixteen and looks like they may finish next week. Mr. Rink said we are ahead of schedule and on budget. Mr. Rink explained the Airport Project is funded by the FAA one hundred percent which is saving the City around $25,000.00. Mr. Rink explained the funds come from airline tickets, not taxes. Council member Barnes said Armstrong Consultants have been very responsive to her and she appreciates them. 

Council member Barnes said Council member Wilson is working on the Webcam for the airport. 

Council member Barnes said she painted the pilot’s lounge and will be cleaning the fly in campground.

COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson said he has been doing maintenance on buildings with the employees. 

COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham said the Forest Service is applying for a Water Restoration Grant. Council member Graham said he will be taking individuals from the Forest Service to look at our springs. Council member Graham explained, if the Forest Service gets the grant, they will remove timber and clean up around our springs. Council member Graham said this would help with fire danger. 

 COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe had nothing to report at this time.
 
COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay said he had a question and answer session with a guy he works with about COVID grants. Council member Lindsay explained the Safeway to School Grant is now being funded one hundred percent. Council member Lindsay said the grant is for projects to help get kids to school safe and has to be within two miles of the school. Council member Lindsay said he would like to see if a turning lane at the Clinic would apply to the grant. Council member Barnes said in the past the grant was for sidewalks, signs and lights. This item was discussed at length. Council member Lindsay stated a conflict of interest because he works for the same engineering company researching the grant for him. 

Council member Lindsay said there are a lot of abandon vehicles, trailers and even haystacks on the City right-of-way. Council member Wilson said, an individual gave him a list of places with items on the City right-of-way. Council member Lindsay will get the list from Council member Wilson. Council member Wilson said on 300 South behind Canyon Country there is an old cement irrigation culvert on the City right-of-way.  

UNPAID BILLS			
Council member Stowe made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Barnes                seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Wilson, Graham, Lindsay and Barnes voting aye.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no executive session needed at this time. 

Council member Wilson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:59 p.m.
Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried all in favor.





_________________________________________Stephanie Steed, CMC
City Recorder

Date minutes approved:10/20/2020 



