


  Town of Koosharem Council Regular Meeting Minutes
Koosharem Town Council Room
August 11, 2021
  
 
 
Roll Call
Town Council: Mayor Ron Torgerson
Council members: Jeff Hatch, Sandy Luscher, Lorna Stapley, Tina Perry (arrived at 6:41pm)
Clerk: Allison Lewis
Absent Council Members:
 
Called to Order
Mayor Ron Torgerson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
 
Visitors
Andrea Larsen, Lisa Jensen, Ryan Jensen, Ken Hulet, Jill Stewart, Ron Driggs, Jill Sorenson, Rodney Torgersen, Pauline Torgersen, Richard Torgerson, Ray Lynn Lee, Brian Sedgwick, Alan Bagley, Brent Bagley, Charles DeLange
 
Public Comments:
None

Consent Agenda
July check details and minutes for July 14, 2021 were presented to the Town Council for review and approval.  
 
Council member Lorna Stapley made a motion to accept the consent agenda. Council member  Jeff Hatch Perry seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: voting aye – Council members, Stapley, Hatch, Luscher, Mayor Torgerson
 
Business
 
Rod Torgersen 
Rod Torgersen requested that a street that was abandoned be partially given back to Koosharem Town and his rights to the street be restored.  He stated that the property owners should have been notified of the abandonment.  In March of the next year a quiet title was petitioned for.  Rod had done some research and found the ownership to the road access to his property had been deeded to Shane and Jill Sorenson.   Rod has spoken with Mayor Torgerson, Shane Sorenson and his attorney.  
Mayor Torgerson stated that all streets are 99 feet wide.  This street was different from others since a house was built on the North half.  In a discussion with Shane and Rod, Mayor Torgerson asked that 49 ½ feet be given back to the town, which would be wide enough for Rod to access his property.   Rod would need access to the property if and when he decides to subdivide.  Jill said that Shane was amiable to that, but he would like to discuss with an attorney to find out what actions were taken before a final decision was made.  
Mayor Torgerson requested that after the issue had been researched and discussed with attorneys and a surveyor, if 49 ½ feet of the road be dedicated back to the Town.  At that point a public hearing to accept that property would be held, and public access would be granted.  

 Rod Torgersen is seeking assurance from the town that the 49 ½ feet would be adequate to have the right to develop on his property.  

 Koosharem Town sprinkler pump is accessed on that street as well.  Access could eventually be made over the canal with a bridge if need be.  Much of that property is taken up by the canal.  

Jeff Hatch agreed that 49 ½ feet would be amicable.  Whoever owns the property would be given the permission to develop on the property.  

Rod pointed out the errors the Town made in approving the abandonment of the road, and expressed appreciation for the willingness of the Town working with him.  

Council member Jeff Hatch made a motion to allow Rodney Torgerson or future owners of the property, to develop the property. The council finds a  49 ½  foot  road (if dedicated back to the town, by Shane and Jill) adequate to  access to the property.  Council member Lorna Stapley, seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: voting aye – Council members, Stapley, Hatch, Luscher, Mayor Torgerson. (Tina was not in the discussion long enough to vote on the issue)
 
 
Planning Commission
The Koosharem Town General Plan has been written and approved by the Planning Commission.  Brian Sedgwick presented a digital presentation of the Plan for those in attendance to view.   He pointed out that a few of the highlighted areas had been changed.  The plan is broad, future Town Ordinances will be more specific to back the plan up.  The format is professional.  Brian gave an overview of the sections that were in the General Plan. Each section includes a goal and action steps to support the goal.  This is the final draft.  Public Hearings were held, public surveys were also sent out in the water bills. 
Ken Hulet recommended that the Town Council accept the General Plan as presented. 

Council member Tina Perry  made a motion to accept the Koosharem Town Plan as presented to the Town Council.  Council member Sandy Luscher seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: voting aye – Council members, Stapley, Hatch, Perry, Luscher, Mayor Torgerson

Jill Sorenson
Ken Hulet stated that Jill Sorenson brought a preliminary plan for the proposed subdivision.  The Planning Commission held a public hearing last week.  The Planning commission recommends that the Town council take it into consideration.  

Sandy was concerned about the duplex.  The subdivision plat shows all  ½ acre lots. Jill stated that she has made some changes that were not on the map provided.    It was stated that the west side would have storage units on a half-acre and the east side lot would have duplexes on a half-acre (1 acre total).  Rather than doing a large duplex she is choosing to do 3 smaller duplexes.  The duplexes would not be sold as a single unit, all would be sold together as one land parcel, if ever sold.
Jeff stated that the health department would determine what needs to happen with the septic tanks.  

Jill stated that she would like 2 duplexes with 2 bedrooms each and 1 duplex with 1 bedroom for smaller families.

Mayor Torgerson suggested that a surveyor prepare the final plan before final approval.  A special meeting could be held when the final plan was submitted. 

Jeff brought up commercial properties and that ordinances would have to be put into place in the future.  

Council member Jeff Hatch made a motion to approve the proposed plan subject to conditions discussed (final plans changed showing 1 acre parcel with two, 2 bedroom duplexes and one 1 bedroom duplex, and a storage unit) and the Health Departments approval.  Council member Lorna Stapley seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: voting aye – Council members, Stapley, Hatch, Mayor Torgerson. Voting nay- Luscher

Richard Torgerson
Richard approached the council with a discussion on a new  water connection and moving of an existing connection to a better location.  Richards' daughters would like to plant trees on the property, and would like to have access to water for the trees.  Richard has been paying $10.00 on one connection for many years to keep the connection.  Mayor Torgerson would like to replace the existing pipes.  Richard will fill out a new connection application and payment.  

CIB Water Meter Loan
Mayor Torgerson attended the CIB funding meeting.  The rural members voted 100% grant, the urban members voted 100% loan.  The 100% loan did not pass.  The vote ended  5 to 4 all grant.  However, the final approval will not be given until the October  meeting.  



 
Reports from Departments

Planning Commission
Ken Hulet expressed appreciation for the members of the Planning Commission and the time they have put into the Koosharem General Plan.
 
Fire Department
Training took place last month.  Another training is scheduled tomorrow.  The training will cover car fires and safety procedures.  Another class will be held on fire fighting.  Wild land grant items are being ordered.

Cemetery
 A broken sprinkler pipe needs to be repaired. The Mayor is proposing that on the north side of the maintenance shed where those bringing trash to the dumpsters can pull up and push the garbage into the roll off dumpster.   Whites would be called to dump the dumpster when it is filled.  Cement will have to be poured to allow this to work properly.  

Roads
 A cement crew will be here September 1st  to begin the labor for the sidewalks beginning on 3rd North and ending at the cemetery.  The town has the responsibility to haul the gravel.  Brent, Jeff and possibly Johnathan will help with this.  A discussion was held about where to dump the loads of road base.  It was suggested that there be a load dumped by the dumpsters by the Town Hall.  And have a load by the maintenance shed for use during the winter.  Mayor Torgerson asked that the number of loads be recorded for the BLM records.  Ken will service the dump trucks before hauling the road base.  Jill reported that there was a crack in the sidewalk, caused by a Godfrey truck driving on it.  Suggested that they be billed for the repair.  The question was asked if the existing sidewalks would be replaced.  Mayor Torgerson would like to as funds come available.  An issue was also brought up with a raised section of sidewalk by the motel.  Mayor Torgerson suggested that it might be ground down.  Jeff offered his large grinder that could grind the raised section.  

Culture and Recreation
Sandy reminded the council about a light on the flag pole.  It was suggested that a solar light be put up, but decided that a light that plugged in would be better in the winter months.  No calls have been returned on the bathroom repair.  Sandy also brought up the front window needing to be repaired.  

Water Department
 Cochran’s subdivision water line has been installed, the fire hydrant still needs to be completed.  Digger completed his line and did a wonderful job.  

Administration
  
Adjournment
7:53 p.m.
Tina made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF KOOSHAREM, UTAH  

 _________________________________
                                                                    Mayor Ron Torgerson
 
ATTEST:
Approved this 8th day of September, 2021
_______________________________
Allison Lewis, Town Clerk  
 (SEAL)




