


BEAR RIVER CITY
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
May 12, 2021
7:00 pm Civic Center

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Jared Holmgren, Riggin Holmgren, Josh Dallin, Mayor Jeff Dallin, Clerk Sue Holmgren and Clerk Carol Andreasen 

VISITORS:  Paul Millsap (phone), Kayleen Millsap, Joshua Millsap, Marcene Taylor

ABSENT: Council Member Scott Ritter and Brian Anderson

Welcome by Mayor Dallin

Opening Ceremony:  Pledge of Allegiance, Invocation by Mayor Dallin

1.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday, June 9, 2021.  Council Member Dallin might not be able to attend.  Mayor Dallin asked Clerk Holmgren to check with Council Member Dallin and Anderson to check if they can attend the June 9th Meeting.

2.  MINUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from April 14, 2021 was reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member J Holmgren motioned the minutes of April 14, 2021 be approved.   Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion.    All voted in approval.

3.  DEPUTY REPORT:  Not in attendance to this meeting.

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

5.  6195 NORTH SUBDIVISION FINAL PLAT APPLICATION, POSSIBLE APPROVAL:   Council Member Anderson is not in attendance to the meeting Clerk Andreasen stated that Council Member Anderson thought there should be a development agreement talking about the impact fee and the sewer line being installed.  Clerk Holmgren talked to him about this, he would like one, but doesn’t want to hold the process up.    He had not heard back from the attorney and was fine with not doing the development agreement.   Mayor Dallin called him during the meeting to make sure he was ok with possible approval of the 6195 North Subdivision.   Council Member Anderson is ok with the approval of the subdivision.  In the future Mayor Dallin would like to see more items discussed in writing and not word of mouth.  Clerk Andreasen stated when the Planning Commission sends their written recommendation to the Council, they need to include these details.  Chris Wight emailed the town and stated that he thought this subdivision should be a minor subdivision and not a major subdivision.  Clerk Holmgren and Clerk Andreasen are unsure what to charge for the final plat application fee.  Clerk Andreasen suggested charging the ½ of 1% of the cost to install the sewer line infrastructure.  Which is how a major subdivision should be charged.  Mayor Dallin stated he thinks it should be charged as a major subdivision.  The cost to install the sewer line is $20,000.  So, the fee would be $100.  The Planning Commission suggested that the city only charge half the sewer impact fee, because Millsap’s are installing a bigger sewer line that could possibly benefit other people down the line in years to come.   Council Member J Holmgren agrees cutting the impact fee in half would be a good idea.  John Millsap stated he thinks this would be fair.  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve the 6195 North Subdivision Final Plat Application.  This would include a 50% reduction of the sewer impact fee pending a larger sewer line is installed for future use by other customers and the original major subdivision remain with .005% fee which would equate to $100. Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  The mylar map was signed by the appropriate department heads and the $100 was paid.  Clerk Holmgren will collect all other signatures and will record it with Box Elder County.

6.  DONNA NICKOLAISEN MEMORIAL GARDEN (MARCENE TAYLOR):  Marcene Taylor (Donna’s daughter) stated when Donna Nickolaisen passed away 12 years ago, in lew of flowers they asked for donations for a memorial garden.   At the time Donna had worked for the town of Elwood.  Her great great grandfather had donated land for a cemetery and a park.  The Park has never been developed.  Donna started working with Elwood to try to get the park developed.  Now Elwood has decided not to pursue the park.  Marcene would like to know if Bear River City would have a place in the Town where a memorial garden could be placed.  Mayor and Council Members decided the cemetery would be the perfect place for a memorial garden.  Marcene presented a concept plan of what they are thinking they would like to do and the costs.  They are not asking the city to put any capital into the project.  Council Member Dallin was concerned about the yearly maintenance of the memorial garden.  This garden will be very low maintenance, natural and meadow like.  All plans will come to the city for approval before moving forward.  Council Member Dallin motions to approve the Donna Nickoliasen Memorial Garden to be placed at the cemetery between the shed and east of the ditch.  This is based on the city approving the plans as they come forward.  Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  
 
7.  COST ESTIMATES AND DATE FOR PROJECTS IN DEPARTMENT USED FOR BUDGET:  Council Member Ritter would like a new pump for the cemetery.  He needs to replace the west pump.  Council Member Dallin will look into grants for the irrigation ditch.  Planning Chair Miller told Mayor Dallin we will be receiving a payment this year and one next year for President Biden’s Infrastructure Plan.  This money could also be used on the ditch.  Roads – Chip and seal behind the park $15,000, widen the drain ditch that goes west of town so it doesn’t get filled up with dirt $10,000.  Irrigation for maintenance for new subdivision $3,000.

8.  SET DATE FOR BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING:    Council Member J Holmgren motioned to set the date for the Budget Public Hearing for June 9th.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

9.  1ST QUARTER FINANCIAL REVIEW:   Mayor and Council Members reviewed and initialed the 1st Quarter Financials.

10.  PLACE STOP SIGNS NEAR CENTURY ELEMENTARY:  Council Member J Holmgren would like to place stop signs on 4800 West at 5800 North to help so down traffic on 4800 West.  This would be a 3 way stop sign intersection.  The County will do this for us, but we needed to have it voted on in a Council Meeting.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to put a 3 way stop sign at the intersection of 4800 West and 5800 North.  Council Member J Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

11.  IRRIGATION CONCERNS – HOLMGREN BROS/GRAND HAVEN SUBDIVISION:  Council Member R Holmgren has irrigation concerns on a personal level.  He is representing Holmgren Brothers and not the City Council with his concerns.  He asked if the City is going to maintain the irrigation for the Grand Haven subdivision how does that work threw him.  The water goes to him before it goes to Grand Haven.  In the past the 2 property owners maintained the ditch.  All of the Grand Haven irrigation will be piped.  Riggin’s is not piped.  Mayor Dallin stated that the Council needs to determine how much each lot will pay in maintenance fees so Tyler can be paid for what he will need to do to maintain the subdivision irrigation.  Council Member J Holmgren stated that he thinks the city will need to do the irrigation scheduling and any repairs that will be needed.  Mayor Dallin stated the percentage amount that town bills to the pump for maintenance will need to change.  We will need to take the subdivision out of the pump and bill them separately.  Council Member R Holmgren can see a lot of problems coming and would like to try and prevent them.  He feels like he will have to maintain the ditch that gets the water to the subdivision by himself.  He stated in the past he and the other property owner would take turns spraying the ditch and ditching the ditch.  Mayor Dallin stated that the city needs to help Riggin maintain the ditch because we are maintaining the irrigation for the subdivision.  The City needs to decide an amount to charge each of the property owners of the subdivision to cover all this.  Mayor Dallin stated it would make more sense to reimburse Riggin for the maintenance (weed spray, ditching, etc) on the ditch.  Council Member Dallin made a preliminary motion the maintenance on the ditch going to the Grand Haven Subdivision, that 50% of the costs be reimbursed to Holmgren Brothers to maintain the ditch going to Grand Haven Subdivision and also the assessment fees remain the same and/or equal to those others on that ditch for Holmgren Brothers and not be treated as the same those with individual shares within the subdivision.  (The city has no control over what the pump ditch charges.)  Motion seconded by J Holmgren.  All voted in favor.  Council Member R Holmgren recused himself from voting because conflict of interest.  Mayor Dallin voted to have a quorum.

12.  SEARLE IRRIGATION HISTORY AND FUTURE:  Keith Cook came to the City Office and asked what happened to the Searle Irrigation shares.  He believes it should be taken out of the lease pool and placed back on the property that it belongs on.  This would allow 2 property owners to use the water that otherwise don’t have irrigation shares.  The history on the Searle irrigation is:  It wasn’t paid for so it was placed in the lease pool.  Searle’s later sold their irrigation to the Duck Club.  The Bear River Canal Company allowed this to happen even though Bear River Town did not sign off on the certificate.  (It was in Bear River Town’s name as trustee.)  The Canal Company realized that they made a mistake and gave the city the same amount of water back in the Town’s name.  This water is now being used in the cemetery.  Council Member J Holmgren stated he believes it is the City’s water now because Searle’s originally sold it to the Duck Club.  

13.  VETERAN CROSSES FOR CEMETERY:  The City needs more Veterans Crosses to put on the veterans’ graves.  Council Member Ritter did not attend the meeting tonight and he is the Council Member over the cemetery.  Council Member Dallin suggested asking Tartar if they would consider refinishing the crosses.  

14.  BEAR RIVER CITY IRRIGATION AND MANUFACTURING COMPANY HISTORICAL DOCUMENT:  Claire Holmgren brought in this document and wondered if the town wanted it to display.  If not, he would like it back.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to keep the document and have it displayed.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

15.  BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.  The bills were read aloud by Clerk Holmgren.  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve the bills for payment.  Second by Council Member J Holmgren.  Those voting in favor:  Council Members Jared Holmgren, Riggin Holmgren, and Josh Dallin.  No votes against, no votes abstaining.  

12.  COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  Someone reported that people have been dumping green waste, tree limbs, etc behind the park on the hill.  An email was sent to the city asking them to have a certain resident clean up their yard.  An official complaint form needs to be filled out before action can be taken.  Mr Normoyle has still been contacting City Council Members and the Mayor about what he thinks is a problem even after he has received a cease-and-desist letter from our attorney.  Mayor Dallin would like to do something to inform them that the city paid a lot of money to fix a problem that they caused.  A message needs to be sent that we will not be threatened and bullied into doing what they think we should do.  Mayor Dallin suggested having the attorney send another letter addressing violating the cease-and- desist, the ditch being fixed, etc.  Council Members agree this would be a good idea.  Linda Giffin had some kids running thru her yard.  She stopped them and they said they were from out of town.  She did call the police.  Mayor Dallin stated the motorcycle’s and atv’s are out on the roads again. Mayor Dallin asked to have a write up in the newsletter and ask the sheriff’s to watch out for them.

16.  DEPARTMENTS:  Irrigation – Lateral #4 the pipe under the highway is all but closed off.  It has flooded the Post Office and Little Store Parking Lot.  Not sure how to unplug it.  The cleaning of the lateral is up to the water users on the ditch to clean.  Not sure this is something that water users can fix on their own.  Council Member J Holmgren suggested calling Val Kotter and have him come out and look at it and possibly seal the pipe.  He has something that he can put in that will chew right threw it.  Road money can be used to pay for it because it will save the road.

July 24th Celebration – Karen Christensen would like to step down from being over the Quilt and Art Show.  It was suggested to find one person to be over the art show and one for the quilt show.  A few names were suggested.  Council Member Dallin will see what he can do to find someone to take over the quilt and art show.  Council Member J Holmgren will still run the hamburger stand.  Laura Holmgren can help with the auction, but can not be in charge of it this year.  He will be finding someone else to be in charge of the auction.  We also need someone else to be over the pond with the fish.  

Infrastructure Money – The Town will be able to obtain some money from the government in two installments.  One this year and one next year.  This money can be used for infrastructure.  So, we could fix the irrigation ditch, roads, etc with that money.  

17.  ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 9:13 pm.  Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved June 9th, 2021.


						___________________________________________
						Jeff Dallin, Mayor  
Attest:


_______________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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