
MINUTES OF COMBINED COMMISSION WORKING & REGULAR SESSION MEETING HELD AUGUST 23, 2021, BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M. IN 
DUCHESNE UTAH, 
Present-
Commission Chairman Greg Todd, Commissioner Greg Miles, Commissioner Irene Hansen, Deputy County Attorney Tyler Allred, Public Works Director Ben Henderson, Planning and Community Development Director Mike Hyde, Planning and Community Development Director Assistant Mike Gottfredson, Human Resource Director Melissa Yergensen, Clerk-Auditor Deputy Judy Stevenson, Human Resource Director Deputy Marcee Johnson, Mason Miles with Uintah Basin Standard, and Commission Assistant Melissa Hughes is taking minutes. 
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Opening Comments
(9:00 a.m.)
Chairman Todd welcomes everyone to the meeting.

Pledge of Allegiance
(9:00 a.m.)

Public Works Update
(9:01 a.m.)
Public Works Director Ben Henderson gives an update on existing projects and upcoming work. They are still working in Timber Canyon, they should be able to complete the southern section this week. Commissioner Todd asked if the road was moved to the east to help eliminate it from getting washed out again? Public Works Director Henderson explained the restructuring process of the road. Commissioner Miles asked if we need to mine larger rip rap to armor the road? Public Works Director Henderson stated the work that has been done building the road up 4 feet has helped, and there is still material available to use. Commissioner Miles asked about the water flows up Dollar Ridge, and Commissioner Todd asked if there were any problems in Rock Creek or Yellowstone areas? Public Works Director Henderson said he did not receive any calls or complaints for flood issues last week. Public Works Director Henderson sent a crew member to assess the areas of possible concern today. Commissioner Todd stated the Pole Line Road project has been extended three more weeks. This should be the last extension, the project should be completed September 10th, and the payment will be due on September 17th was Public Works Director Henderson’s reply.

Discussion & Consideration of Road Access Restructure of County Road 120 – 15000 West
(9:10 a.m.)
Public Works Director Henderson stated he received a call from a concerned resident. They would like the road closed to through traffic. The road is currently opened
 to one-way traffic. There are a lot of vehicles that drive too fast and run through the stop sign. This resident is concerned about the safety of her grandchildren and pets. The Commission will research what steps need to be taken for such a closure. 

Request for Action: BLM Right of Way for Badlands Loop Trail		
 (9:19 a.m.)
Planning and Community Development Assistant Director Mike Gottfredson presented the right of way grant offered by the BLM to be considered and signed. A letter was received from Robert Lowe, he is a land owner, and this trail crosses his property. Mr. Lowe is concerned about trail users trespassing on his property and the road sluffing off due to rain and erosion. The letter is included with the packet. The county has until September 3rd to sign the grant. Planning and Community Development Director Mike Hyde stated he talked to the induvial about his concerns. Right now, there is nothing on his property that is preventing his concerns from happening. We may need to look at things to help the property owner to prevent trespassing and help the ATV riders stay on the trail. Commissioner Hansen makes a motion for the chair to sign right of way grant #UTU-95614 offered by the BLM for the Badlands Trail System. Commissioner Miles seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes. 

Discussion and Consideration of Volunteers
(9:34 a.m.)
Human Resource Deputy Marcee Johnson stated, there are 11 new volunteers that need to be approved for the county fair. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the volunteer list as presented. Commissioner Hansen seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Discussion and Consideration for East Fork EWP
(9:36a.m.)
	We are still waiting for a response from NRCS.

Discussion for Improvement of the Old County Building
(9:42a.m.)
Commissioner Hansen stated, she has asked Sunrise Engineering to look at the plans that were previously discussed. With the continued COVID issues there is a need for spacing for the county offices and the senior center. In our senior center all of the activities are in one room, and due to COVID guidelines they have been canceled at this time. If we go ahead with the previous plans for the Old County Building, under the new COVID guide lines this will give the extra space that is needed for the senior center activities, and this will provide extra space for Duchesne County offices as well. This building is centrally located, people could easily walk to it if needed.  Commissioner Miles agreed with the statements made and he thinks it is achievable, and we should use money that has been received from the ARPA Funds for this project. 

Discussion and Consideration of the Priorities for the 2021/22 Utah Rural Economic Development Grant Application with Governor’s Office of Opportunity
(9:52 a.m.)
Commissioner Hansen provided the agenda from June 15, 2021 Duchesne County Economic Advisory Board meeting, and the meeting highlights. The reason for the discussion is to give an update of the 20/21 projects and outcomes and the prioritization of the upcoming grant cycle. All projects were finished on time and within the budget allotted. There have been several goals accomplished. One of the new requests will be for matching main street grants for facelifts, equipment and or infrastructure projects. Some businesses are so fragile a loss of a major piece of equipment can cripple a new business. Commissioner Miles applauded the efforts and appreciate all of the work Commissioner Hansen has put into this project. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the Utah Rural County Grant Report from year 2020/21 and the priorities forwarded from the Duchesne County Rural Grant Advisory Board for fiscal year 2021/22 as presented. Commissioner Hansen seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.


Recess 10:02 a.m. to 10:13 a.m.

Auditors Office - Vouchers
(10:13 a.m.)
Deputy Clerk-Auditor Judy Stevenson presents the vouchers for August 23, 2021, check numbers 154580 through 154695, for $93,251.56, Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the vouchers as presented in the amount of $93,251.56.  Commissioner Hansen seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes. 

Closed Meeting – Strategy Session to Discuss:  The Character, Professional Competence, or Physical or Mental Health of an Individual
(10:20 a.m.)
Commissioner Miles makes a motion to go in and out of a closed meeting for a strategy session to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual.  Commissioner Hansen seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes. 

Back in session
(10:59 a.m.)
	No action to be taken

Closed Meeting - Strategy Session to Discuss: Pending or Reasonably Imminent Litigation;
(11:00a.m.)
Commissioner Miles makes a motion to go in and out of a closed meeting for Pending or Reasonably Imminent Litigation. Commissioner Hansen seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes. 



Back in Session
(11:33a.m.)
Consideration of Resolution No. 21-08 needed.

Discussion and Consideration of Resolution No. 21-08; Resolution Authorizing Action in Centrally Assess Appeals
(11:39 a.m.)
Commissioner Hansen stated the resolution allows us to keep our options open, and will allow us to intervene if there is a need. Deputy County Attorney Allred stated that the Legislature requires the county to pass the resolution before they can intervene. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve Resolution No. 21-08 Authorizing the intervention, cross appeal, or independent appeal in PacifiCorp Inc., AT&T Inc., CenturyLink Inc., and Strata Networks, 2021 Tax Appeals. Commissioner Hansen seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Consideration of Minutes for Combined Commission Meeting held August 16, 2021 
(11:43 a.m.)
	Parties review minutes for the Combined Commission meeting held on August 16, 2021.
Commissioner Hansen makes a motion to accept the minutes for August 16, 2021 with corrections.  Commissioner Miles seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes. 

Discussion of possible subjects for the next meeting
(11:59 a.m.)

Recess 12:04 p.m. to 12:14 p.m.

Commission Calendaring &Weekly Update on Events
(12:14 p.m.)

Adjournment
(1:11 p.m.)
Commissioner Hansen makes a motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:11 p.m. Commissioner Todd seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the forum adjourns.

Read and approved this on the 30th day of August 2021.
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