S.B. 141 | Food Security Taskforce 
Wednesday, 08.25.2021 | 3 – 5 p.m. | Utah State Capitol Complex, House Building Room W30

Attendees:

Michael Harris, Gina Cornia, Thayne Mickelson, Aimee Winder Newton, Belva Parr, Randy Olsen, Dane Ishihara, Ken Leetham, Rob Harter, Kate Wheeler, Janae Duncan, Lais Martinez, Senator Luz Escamilla, Dale Ownby, Susi Feltch-Malohifo’ou, Sarah Elizabeth Garza-Levitt, Ginette Bott, Janae Duncan, Kevin Burt


	1.
	Task Force Recommendations
· Task force discussion regarding the recommendations submitted by the workgroups.
· Draft policy statements from subgroups
· Suggestions made from the Outreach and Community Food Resources subgroup (Belva Parr, Ken Leetham, Michael Harris, Susi Felch-Malohifo’ou, Ginette Bott, Clayton Beckstead, Juan Becerra):
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Policy Recommendation: Increase state funding for the emergency food assistance fund program $1.5 million annually to be distributed through a grant process. (Clarification made: Meant to be on-going funding).
· Strengthen the infrastructure of the pantries. Help the pantries financially. 
· Policy Recommendation: The State of Utah to provide funding of $50K annually towards the creation of an annual conference on food security. 
· Reasoning: More coordination and cooperation between public and private entities to meet together and share best practices and barriers of food security. 
· Justification statements
· Outreach for federal nutrition programs
· Susi Feltch-Malohifo’ou: The best way to reach the most vulnerable communities via outreach is to put feet on the ground (instead of having a conference with those who sit behind desks).
· Thayne Mickelson: Currently, we’re talking about the consumption side of food security. There is also the food protection task force. This task force deals with issues regarding food availability (production and manufacturing) and problems within the food supply chain.
· Suggestions from the Economic Stability subcommittee (Thayne Mickelson, Aimee Winder Newton, Brian Emerson, Dane Ishihara, Kevin Burt, Randy Olsen, Sarah Elizabeth Garza-Levitt):
· Seven suggestions - 
· 1. Increase funding for food pantries across the state.
· 2. Address the benefits cliff that prevents some families from advancing or increasing their income because of the tradeoffs. 
· Tiered approach. Data-driven approach. 
· 3. Incentivize (fund) people to start daycare businesses to address daycare shortages.
· 4. Increase enrollment in CHIP and Medicaid. 
· 5. Eliminate the state portion of the sales tax on unprepared food.
· 6. Increase access to broadband in rural communities.
· Reasoning: We want people to have access to information and be able to apply for jobs.
· 7. Adding food security as an issue to be addressed by the Unified Economic Opportunity Commission.
· All recommendations are data-informed. Data to be included in the final report.
· Suggestions from the Policy and Access to Healthy Food workgroup (Rob Harter, Gina Cornia, Kate Wheeler, Janae Duncan, Lais Martinez, Marti Woolford, Alexis Bucknam):
· This group looked at the direct food security recommendations that can help feed people now (those who are hungry now).
· Looked at some root-caused issues.
· Looked at federal policies and programs.
· Allow current COVID-era SNAP exemptions to remain in place for college students.
· Universal School Meals Program Act of 2021. 
· Allows children to get three meals a day.
· At the state level: Directly talked about food pantries (an essential service).
· SNAP 2 Skills partnership with the Utah System of Higher Education as part of the SNAP Education and Training approach.
· Create a state SNAP program available to undocumented immigrants and other immigrants that don’t qualify for SNAP.
· Investing in Utah’s meat processing and food distribution infrastructure.
· Thayne Mickelson: $500M allotment received through the USDA to increase infrastructure with local meat processing.
· Big picture goals: Affordable housing, living wage, making higher education more affordable, and directing the State Nutrition Access Coalition (SNAC) to specifically examine root causes of food insecurity and coordinate statewide efforts to address these issues.
· Senator Escamilla’s recommendation and advice on moving forward. Prioritize recommendations, but keep everything (including data) in the report. The more information, the better.
· Draft a letter to our congressional delegation with the finalized report signed by the task force members. 
· Some comments made regarding the final report – 
· Include all recommendations and categorize.
· Provide all/non-censored recommendations.
· Subject matter expertise / submit recommendations in their entirety with their background. 
· Gina Cornia: Food insecurity is a symptom of poverty. Contextualizing the recommendations by theme. Longest-lasting changes will be changing an individual’s financial circumstances. 
· Aimee Winder Newton’s recommendation is to submit the final report with the subgroups included. (e.g., Helpful context, economic stability: How do we help others get on their feet so they don’t have to rely on others for their food sources?)
· Justification statements with background piece by subcommittees.
	Michael Harris

	
	

	2.
	Discussion
· Final report timeframes and deadlines.
· Identify task force members willing to work on content for the final report.
· Kevin Burt: We need to address specific food insecurity strategies so this message doesn’t become diluted.
· Gina Cornia: Contextualize why people are food insecure (symptom of poverty).
· October 1, 2021 is when this report is due to the legislature. 
· Gina is happy to possibly chair a smaller workgroup to put this report together, or draft the report. Still needs to be a team collaboration effort. Everyone will want to have eyes on the report.
· Gina estimates to have a very rough draft (structure of the final report) by Friday, September 10, 2021, and will send it out to the group.
· Kevin Burt: Reminder that the Department of Workforces Services can fact check the final report and provide the necessary data, but we can’t advocate for changes to our programs without the support of the Governor’s office.
· Reminder that state agencies cannot sign off in support of these recommendations. 
· Not allowed to lobby for changes, but we can advocate for best practices.
· Senator Escamilla: There was a bill-signing ceremony for S.B. 141. Provide as much information as possible and with honest proposals. Senator Escamilla will also engage with the Governor’s office concerning the final report. 
· Susi Feltch-Malohifo’ou: Would like to see additional funding for the front-line community health workers/community-based organizations who are doing outreach work. Make a separate recommendation aside from the funding for emergency food.
· Gina Cornia: Possibly have a virtual meeting to go over the final report.
· Senator Escamilla: Have a press conference as this report is released. 
· Coordinate a day/time for this press conference (now).
	Michael Harris


	
	· [bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Action: All to send a short biography (a couple of sentences) to Gina Cornia for this report.
	

	
	
	


	
	

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Adjourned
	



 pg. 1

image2.png




