City of La Verkin

435 North Main St., La Verkin Utah, 84745
(435) 635-2581 Fax (435) 635-2104
www.laverkin.org

La Verkin City Council Work Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, July 21, 2021, 5:00 p.m.
Council Chambers, 111 S. Main, La Verkin, Utah
Present: Mayor Richard Hirschi, Council Members: Kelly Wilson, Patricia Wise, and Ray Justice; Staff: Christy
Ballard, Derek Imlay, Kevin Bennett, and Kyle Gubler, Public: John Valenti and Blair Gubler.
Councilmen Micah Gubler and Chuck Hardy were excused.

A. Called to Order-Mayor Hirschi called the meeting to order at 5:17 pm

Derek passed out a copy of his presentation.
The Washington County Water Conservancy District is discussing all these items so the Council will be addressing them
at some point.

1. Water Conservation Stages
See Exhibit A.
This is for culinary water only because that is all the District is discussing. Only a couple of communities in Washington
County have secondary water.
Derek reported the first three months of 2021 water usage was consistent with the same months from 2020. April-June the
water usage increased by 15%. There are several things to consider regarding the increase. The drought, 40-50 additional
homes and all 10 of our water meters are rented.
The City is also having Sunrise Engineering prepare a study regarding home occupation, specifically short-term rentals to
possibly increase the water rate for those.

Derek is confident with moving into stage 1 but is fearful of declaring a stage 2. We will also start dropping in
usage in the next month.

Councilman Wilson asked how the springs are holding up and pointed out we need to be careful not to conserve too much
or we will lose the water.

Derek said the District sent divers down to clean out the roots and tree branches and to drill additional perforated holes so
the springs are collecting more water.

Councilman Wilson said he was good with moving to stage 1 but not stage 2 and pointed out the communities in
Washington County that use culinary water to water the yard should worry more about this.

Derek reported a lot of the smaller communities feel like they are implementing things to try to conserve water, but the
larger communities aren’t. This along with the possible landscaping ordinance are a huge source of contention.
This needs to be on a future agenda meeting for action. The Council also needs to determine how to get the information
out to the public when something is decided.

Derek brought up the surcharge the District is discussing which will increase the surcharge on citizens and
making the cities monitor and enforce it for 5% of that charge.

Councilman Wilson asked how the City could put a surcharge on its citizens and then give that money all to the District?

Derek said the 2019 Regional Water agreement states all of the water piped through the District’s pipes, which is all
water, falls under the $.10 increase and the surcharge, regardless of water rights.

Kyle pointed out that means the District is charging us an additional fee on our own water.
The 5% we receive for administrative is not enough to cover all the headache, it needs to be a higher percentage.

Councilman Wilson said the increase is fine for water the District controls but not for water the City controls.
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2. Washington County Water Conservancy District §.10-per 1,000-gallon water rate increase
See Exhibit A.
Derek explained the District had been charging the City the old agreement rate. That has been corrected so the City is
going to be charged the additional fee for water from the upper tank. This is going to change our base rate and the overage
amount.
The upper tank primarily covers the northeast side of town but there are times it goes to the entire City. He thinks the
increase needs to be passed on to everyone.
The City is $.60 behind so the Council needs to decide if they want to increase $.60 at the first or just begin charging the
$.10 and absorb the $.60 we are behind.
The City has 4.25 million gallons per month from the upper tank but we exceed that amount on a regular basis.

Kyle mentioned the upper tank is only a portion of the water used by the City so do we need to increase the full 8.60 or
could we increase it by 20%7?

Councilwoman Wise pointed out the spring water could go away at any time, especially with no snowpack. She thinks the
charge needs to be for the entire city and to start with $.60.

There was a discussion on how much and when to pass this increase on to the citizens.
Councilman Wilson asked if the water La Verkin City doesn't use goes downstream.

Derek responded that it does, and that is another sore spot. There is a definite division between the east side of the County
and the west side.

Kyle pointed out if La Verkin conserves water and our building slows down so the west side of the County can use that
conserved water and their building continues, it just makes the rich richer and the poor poorer.

Councilman Wilson stated St. George, Washington and Ivins need to be the ones conserving water. La Verkin can
implement stage 1 and make our citizens aware of it but he is not willing to fine someone so those communities can have
more water.

Derek said that is the big worry with the conservation ordinance the District is trying to have all of the communities pass.
He has been concerned that the District knows we will be in water trouble within the next 5-7 years and all of the
communities have the same agreement with them and should be treated the same. He thinks all the cities should have
access to a percentage of the water instead of it being first come first served like it is right now. Unless we have
developers right now, the water is all going to go to the west side of the County.

Councilwoman Wise said she saw that attitude during the District's luncheon for the Councilmembers. There was a
conversation about development in different communities, and she mentioned La Verkin isn't ready to develop the east
bench yet but when they are it's important our water is still available to us. Everyone was in favor of that until Zach
Renstrom mentioned xeriscaping and it shifted. People in St. George would rather be in a severe drought than give up
their green lawns.

3. Water overage surcharge
This will be discussed in a future meeting.
Derek explained the District tabled this item but it will be back. They want it online by January.
It will charge residents an additional $1.00 per thousand gallons used over a set amount based on meter size. That money
goes to the District while the City oversees enforcing and monitoring it.

Kevin said the news talks about St. George residents being paid to convert from grass to xeriscape and this surcharge is
how they plan to pay for that.

4. Water conservation ordinance
This will be discussed at a future meeting.
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The ordinance will impact everyone, businesses and residential.

Councilwoman Wise pointed out Phoenix has been living like this for years because they are a very arid climate and so
are we. The only reason we have green is because we use river water. To compromise on landscaping is not that big of a
thing.

If a surcharge is a way to get people's attention, maybe, but the money shouldn't all go to the Water Conservancy District.
The amount of money they will be paying out for people to change to xeriscape will not come close to the amount of
money they will be collecting.

Councilman Wilson stated this is our water and if there is going to be a surcharge the money should go to the City.

Blair commented that the City has a certain amount of water and if that doesn’t get used it does go to the reservoir. The
District then sells it as culinary water or to someone else.

There should be an agreement between the District and La Verkin City that if we conserve water then they can pay us to
use that water until we need it.

Kyle mentioned if the surplus water California uses from the Colorado River ever goes away there will be a fight. It’s
hard to take back something they have been using for so long.

Derek suggested the Councilmembers read through his information and the 2000 and 2019 agreements with the
Washington County Water Conservancy District.

B. Adjourn:
The meeting adjourned at 5:57 pm.
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ATTEST: /J / J/é’é/}/y] /Q)f{g /j/[/ ﬂ/ Mayor Richard M. Hirschi

Christy Balla
City Recorder
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