Emery County Public Lands Meeting
September 3, 2013
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  
PLC:  Ed Geary, Rod Player, Mistie Christiansen, Chuck Semborski, Sherrel Ward
PLC Staff: Ray Petersen, Tammy Tucker

Public:  Marc Stilson, Justin Shirley, Wayne Ludington, Laurel Nielsen, Jonathan Hunt, Sarah Siefken, Paula Wellnitz, Vicky Miller, Wade Garrett, Colton Miles
Excused:  Ron Dean
1. Welcome:  Ed welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Mistie Christiansen made motion to accept the July 2, 2013 PLC Meeting Minutes as corrected, seconded by Rod Player, motion carried.  
3.  Chairman Comments & Report of Huntington Canyon Field Trip:  Ed mentioned an article that was in the Deseret News this morning about a proposed Wilderness Area in Northern Nevada in Humboldt County which is much smaller and less complex than what we are looking at here.  There have been two Wilderness Study Areas there since 1980 with no movement. The local people decided to get some resolution and their process is much likes ours. They tried to involve all the stakeholders and interest groups and have spent a lot of time out on the ground. They came up with something that satisfies or is at least acceptable to everyone.  The grazing rights were preserved, key roads were left open, and they adjusted the boundaries to permit automobile camping near the popular reservoirs.  It is a further indication that our process is the right process and that the grass roots open common sense way of dealing with these things is the best way.  But even so it does not guarantee quick results.  The Humboldt County Commission unanimously approved this proposal in 2010 and it has the support of the full Nevada Congressional Delegations and it still has not gotten through Congress.  This process may be slow and requires a lot of patience and persistence.  
In regards to the Field Trip to Huntington Canyon, Ed thought it was a profitable day spent there.  The Forest people there were very informative and ready to answer questions.  The group got to see, first hand, some things that were looked at the year before and see what a years activity has done, particular in the flooding.  Ed stated that given the importance of the forest to the county that a field trip like that every year would be well spent.  Ray responded that making it an annual field trip is a great idea as there is no other national resource that is more important than the forest, the land, and the watershed.  A lot of our resources are valuable but none are more valuable than water.  There has been some flooding since this field trip and will be the case for awhile.  Ray mentioned that he has met a couple of guys that work for Utah Geologic Survey and they have been viewing all across the Manti taking a look at slide areas and they just completed an article for their newsletter “Survey Notes” on the Seely Fire area.  Ray will get copies to distribute to the council.  Vegetation is coming in and filling in well where the dead spruce was.  A year ago the most devastating flood volume was 1800 cfs and the highest this year was 500 cfs and is about 50% sediment and is slowly improving.  All the structures put in have worked and functioned well.  Chuck asked about the sediment basins that were supposed to be put in.  Commissioner Nelson stated that the bid was awarded at the last Commission meeting and they are waiting for the rain to clear up to start.  
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4.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill:  Commissioner Nelson stated that they have had several meetings with Bishop’s and Chaffetz’s staff and turned the time over to Ray for comments.  Ray stated that the meetings were well attended and that it was good to have both Bishop and Chaffetz attend as well.  Bishop has a clearer appreciation for the work that Emery County has done on the land use bill.  There was no one on this field trip that hadn’t been represented in Emery County’s process.  There were staffers from Congressman Stewarts, Bishops, Lee’s office, Mark Ward from Association of Counties and all were impressed with the length and depth that Emery County has done in the process.  
Slate stated in regards to the field trip, was the SITLA trade out lands and what is being proposed there and he would like to get the map to the producers that hold those grazing leases and discuss it with them to see what their issues are and get comment.   

5.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  None
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  Marc reported that they have been with the Forest Service and the town of Emery looking at water rights above SUFCO Mine and also with the Forest Service looking at water rights up above Deer Creek Mine talking about inventorying these sources.  They routinely come across important stock watering sources with troughs on them that don’t have water rights.  They have 2-3 above the Deer Creek area where they are going to expand.  So when you come across those it is important to follow through the process and get the water rights established and the Forest Service is working on that.  Forest Service will own the water right not the grazer in the allotment.  
There continues to be a push to open the Colorado River Compact.  In the Bureau of Reclamations (BOR) 2012 report on the Colorado River there were a couple of interesting facts that came out.  One that they know is that the upper basin doesn’t routinely supply some 7½ million acre feet which is what the compact allots to the upper basin states.  Utah gets 23% of that which is 1.275 million acre feet but in listening to the State Engineer talk about what Utahns can use he routinely uses the number 1.369 million acre feet which would correspond to six million acre feet which is 20% less than the upper basins allocation.  So the upper basin states and Utah have already recognized that we are living with less water than the compact allocates.  Nevertheless, there continues to be political pressure to open the compact and if that happens and the compact is renegotiated Utah is sure to lose.  Bureau of Reclamations report also points out that the lower basin states are using far more than the 7½ million acre feet that they were allocated and that 60% of the demand in the next fifty years is going to be for the lower basin.  
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  None
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  Justin Shirley is reporting for Chris.  Justin has been here for about eight months.  He came from San Juan County and has worked for the Division for almost eleven years.  He is excited to be here and learning about Emery County.  

They just hired their new Emery County Conservation Officer (CO), James Thomas, who lives in Castle Dale.  
They just put 3000 Tiger Muskee in Joes Valley. The ramps have been extended and Justin Hart told him that they are starting a project to permanently extend the ramp.  
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They have a new Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) position out of Price, Nate Owens.  He doesn’t know a lot about Nates background but Justin wanted him to pass along that information.  
There are two fishing events for kids in Emery County next month, one at Green River State Park and other at the Huntington Game Farm Ponds on the 14th and 21st.  They will provide poles and gear for the kids that don’t have them.  
They are moving goats to the north end of the LaSal’s.  The release will include about twenty goats and all will be fitted with radio collars to be monitored.   
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  None
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Darren introduced Tanner Embry the new Law Enforcement Officer on the forest.  Tanner was hired in November and has had extensive training.  Tanner is originally from Kansas and he and his family are now living in Ferron.    
Darren reported there are some damaged roads due to the flooding in Corner Canyon.  The culvert was completely washed out in Nuck Woodward.  
Hunters will be out in the next couple of weeks.  
Ray mentioned in their Trails Committee Meeting this morning that they talked about bouldering and the issues there and their concerns for the long term planning there.  Darren agreed and stated they are interested in doing something there as well and that they do understand the use and the impacts and stated they need BLM’s support on it as well.  
Utah Grazing Improvement Program (GIP):  Slate reported that Trout Unlimited has contacted them to work with private landowners so if you know any who would be interested in working with the Grazing Improvement Program, and Trout Unlimited as a partner, to improve some riparian areas and trout habitat they have money and would like to put into the southeast region of the state that he covers which includes Carbon, Emery, Grand and San Juan counties.  Again, if you know of someone who would be interested please have them call Slate on his cell at 801-455-5804.
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  Jonathan introduced Sarah Siefken, the new manager at Green River and Goblin Valley.  Jonathan stated he and his family moved to Ferron two weeks ago and is glad to be here.  For Huntington and Millsite, they are always busy up to Labor Day and everything shows that this summer was the best summer they have had in a long time.  If you want to camp at Millsite, the first weekend opening of the summer will happen on September 20th.  Huntington has been really popular with their new toys.  They put up the new slide last month and it is very popular with the kids.  
Sarah introduced herself and stated that she has been here about three weeks and everything has been good.  She will be the Assistant Manager down at Goblin Valley and will oversee the park complex.  The big things coming up are Melon Days, do some more tournaments and other events such as geo cache, scavenger hunts & Frisbee golfing down at Goblin Valley.  She looks forward to working with everyone and learning about this part of the county.
Jonathan stated that the revenue from our parks here in the county and some parts of the state have gone up so much that they were able to turn back almost a million dollars because of the increase in revenue.  Their goal in a couple of years is to be completely self sustainable and not ask taxpayers for a dime.
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Washington Delegation Staff:  Wade excused Ron Dean because his son serves in the same LDS Mission where a missionary was shot on Saturday in Columbia.  Wade introduced Colton Miles, who has been on staff in the Utah Office since January, will be helping with resource stuff with him.  Ian has moved on to the public sector.  Wade thanked the council for the meetings and such that were sponsored; two town hall meetings here; the Congressman was to a parade here; and Ray took them on two excellent tours in less than seven days.  They learned a lot of good things on the tours.  They brought their DC staff out as they have a real belief that they need to see what they are talking about and many of them where totally in awe and surprised at the expanse of the lands here in Emery County.  It was very educational for them.  After the field trips from friends he has talked with, he feels very confident that there is going to be something moving forward.    
6.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Sherrel mentioned that he would like to see the legislators in the west come together to change management practices and some release on regulations to make it easier to harvest the conifers instead of letting them get old and die, beetle kill, etc. and to let there be grazing to keep the grass down so it does not build up to become fuel for fires.
Commissioner Nelson mentioned an article in the Salt Tribune on August 31st entitled “Ward: Drilling Leases Won’t Harm Land”.  This was written by Attorney Mark Ward of UAC.  We need to thank both Ray and Mike for feeding him the information.  It is a good article and he wishes someone from the BLM had been here because the attack was on them for allowing these lands to be drilled.  
Ray mentioned that in their Trails Committee Meeting, he volunteered to chair the committee and ask if anyone was interested in participating on the non-motorized subcommittee to let him know.  This would include agency personnel for the purpose of inventorying non-motorized trails and creating a map to be able to inform the public as to where they are.  If you can’t commit to being on the committee instead have information that you can share, let him know.
Ed stated that he had attended a BLM Recreation Meeting a few months ago where they talked about mapping the trails east of Hwy 24 and there were a couple of representatives from the Wasatch Mountain Club in Salt Lake and they had their own maps with hiking trails in that area.  Rod mentioned that there are guide books that have quite a few of the hiking trails in the swell that could be utilized.  

Sherrel mentioned that it has been 3-4 months since a BLM representative has been here.  It is very concerning and that we should put some public pressure on them and would like to see it in the paper.  We are not having cooperation with the BLM attending our meetings, they need to be here to be able to discuss issues, etc. and it is important that they be here as they manage a vast amount of our public lands.  Ray stated that he will contact the field manager and point it out.  

Sherrel stated in regards to reservoirs that Cottonwood is turned off and Joes Valley is at the lowest it has ever been.  Huntington will go another 2-3 more weeks.  Precipitation is almost up to normal.  It has been a better water year than anyone expected on any of the drainages other than the Muddy. Commissioner Nelson stated that Millsite has a lot of water in it but it is not agricultural water it belongs to Pacificorp.  The majority of water left in Joes Valley also belongs to Pacificorp.  Mistie stated that the Ferron Canal Company purchased a dredger. 
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7.  Concerned Citizens:  Laurel Nielson stated that her brother brought some scouts down from northern Utah to do a 50 miler and they started over on Skyline and came across over to Joes Valley.  Her brother studied the trails really well but he ran into a lot of closed trails that he hadn’t seen on any of the maps.  They spent a lot of time climbing up and over the logs that had been laid across the trails and he was disgusted as it was a lot of hard work.  She asked Darren if these were old maps or if could it be put on the computer as it was a concern to him as a scout leader bringing kids in from northern Utah.  Being raised here he knows the trails and was concerned about the closures.  Rod asked Laurel to find out more information from her brother on where he was on the trails.  She knows that he actually climbed up over the CC Trail and ended down in the bottom of Cottonwood but that he started at Skyline and came across Skyline and is not sure what trails he took. Darren stated that they go by the Travel Map – Motor Vehicle Use Map. You can get one in any of the offices and that is what they enforce.
8.  Adjourn:  Rod Player made motion to adjourn, seconded by Sherrel Ward, meeting adjourned.
