Milford City Council Meeting
Tuesday, July 20, 2021, 4:00 PM
Milford City Hall, 26 South 100 West
Milford, Utah 84751

Members Present: Mayor Nolan Davis, Council Members Russell Smith, Ian Spaulding, Scott Symond, Les Whitney, and Terry Wiseman.
Absent: City Attorney Leo Kanell
Staff: City Administrator Makayla Bealer, City Recorder Monica Seifers, Administrative Assistant Lisa Thompson, and Foreman Benjamin Stewart
Visitors (Official Roster): Liz Miles, Shane Yardley and family members, Susan McGinnis and family members. 

Call to Order
Mayor Davis called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Visitors
a. Liz Miles, Southwest Utah Public Health Department – Tobacco Training
Ms. Miles presented the changes to the tobacco laws signed into law by President Trump in 2019 that changed the tobacco use ages from 18 years of age to 21. That law went into effect July 1, 2020.  Milford City code needs to be updated to meet the new law. 

Ms. Miles reported that Utah has banned flavored cigarette sales at general stores, but allows it at retail specialty stores. The reason for her visit today was to educate since the tobacco companies are targeting smaller municipalities. Retail tobacco businesses are being eliminated in the larger communities so they are seeking out smaller towns that don’t have strong tobacco laws. The flavored tobaccos are targeting teens. She provided flyers explaining the effects of second-hand vapor. Her mission was to make the city aware and encourage ordinances. Mayor Davis stated that the city would change their ordinances and asked if there was anything else she could suggest. She recommended linking the definition of what tobacco is according to the state’s definition.  The second thing would be to not allow specialty tobacco retail shops locate in your city. Washington City does not allow it, they have the verbiage in their code if you wanted to look at theirs. Mayor Davis advised that the city would work on it and get the language updated in the code. Ms. Miles stated that her office was available for resources. 

Ms. Miles left at 4:06 pm 

Consent Issues
a.  Consent issues including bills and payroll, and June 15, 2021 Regular Meeting and Public Hearings, and June 29, 2021 Special Work Session were presented for consideration for approval. 

· MOTION: Council Member Les Whitney moved to approve the consent issues as presented. Motion was seconded by Council Member Scott Symond. All were in favor, motion carried. 

New Business
a. Presentation of Years of Service for Shane Yardley and Susan McGinnis 
Mayor Davis presented Susan McGinnis and Shane Yardley with plaques thanking them for their dedicated service to the community.  Susan McGinnis was an exceptional crossing guard from August 2009 to May 2021. She made sure the kids got to school safely regardless of the weather. She was extremely dedicated to the children and her family. She always had a smile for passersby. Milford City is very appreciative of her service. 

Shane Yardley was thy epitome of what Mayor Davis thought everyone in city government should be; he has a demeanor that is quiet, yet very understanding. He seeks to understand before responding. He brought a different perspective to the city council these past few years. When others who have been there for a while get tunnel vision it is refreshing to get another perspective to the city. Mayor Davis appreciated everything Council Member Yardley had done for Milford City and he will be missed greatly. He encouraged him to continue serving in the community and to not shy away from serving in a government capacity on a county or statewide level. They truly need people like Shane. 

The Yardley and McGinnis families, and Mrs. Miller left at 4:13 PM  

b. Approval of Rosemary Bowman Agreement
City Administrator Bealer reported that this item needed to be tabled. The agreement is being reviewed with a recent draft revision that was requested by Craig Davie. 
· MOTION: Council Member Scott Symond moved to table the agreement until the August agenda.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Russell Smith.  All were in favor, motion carried. 

c. [bookmark: _Hlk34300496]Library Board Appointments
Administrator Bealer reported that there were two vacancies on the board due to Natalie Hardman relocating out of town and the appointment to council for Terry Wiseman. The Library Board would like to recommend Connie Puffer for one vacancy and continue to advertise for the second vacancy. 
· MOTION: Council Member Scott Symond moved to authorize the appointment of Connie Puffer to the Library Board.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Russell Smith.  All were in favor, motion carried. 

d. Crossing Guard 
There was one applicant, Genevieve Johnson. Makayla met with her and recommends hiring her for the position.  
· MOTION: Council Member Ian Spaulding moved to authorize the hiring of Genevieve Johnson as the crossing guard upon the recommendation of the City Administrator.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Scott Symond.  All were in favor, motion carried. 

Old Business
a. Cemetery Committee Update 
City Recorder Seifers reported that the cemetery committee has been reviewing code and fees. Until we started looking into what other cities were charging, we did not realize just how low our prices are. The committee would like to evaluate the opening and closing fees. Milford City charges $200 for a full vault opening and closing performed during business hours. Looking at a normal burial that does not require any additional time or resources, in accordance with our fee schedule for the equipment and man hours, it is costing the city a minimum of $375.00 to perform the opening. Council Member Spaulding inquired if we paid our crew members extra for openings that fall on a weekend or holiday. City Recorder Seifers replied yes. 

Recorder Seifers reviewed the fee comparison with the members of the council asking if they were in support of the committee identifying factual figures for the fees and to put something together for consideration. Council Member Spaulding asked if the budget indicated that the fees collected were covering the operations. City Administrator Bealer explained that the cemetery revenues do no cover the operations and maintenance costs. It is just another example of the city trying to keep things affordable, but where the code is being reviewed, it is a good time to evaluate the fees. Council Member Spaulding added that he agreed that while it is noble to try to keep the costs affordable, we do a disservice by not adjusting the fees. He appreciated the time and research.  Mayor Davis cited that the city learned a valuable lesson with the water rates and felt the city should take that same philosophy with all other departments. The operating costs for the city increase every year so we will need to evaluate and adjust the fees to stay congruent with the city’s cost of operating. Recorder Seifers really had her eyes opened while researching fees other cities charged along with understanding more of what resources are involved in preparing a gravesite for a burial; we have tried to keep the fees fair but they are not covering the costs. We are not here to make money but we need to be at least covering the costs associated with the preparations. Another consideration that needs to be made is disinterment fees. Other cities charge large fees for disinterment and form what Recorder Seifers gathered it was to make sure that was what the family wanted. Once the vault is removed a gravesite can be difficult to use for future burials. The cemetery committee is seeking feedback from the council so they can get a proposed fee schedule prepared for future consideration. 

Another project that the committee has been looking into the prospect of a cremation garden. The committee went to the old pool park and walked it off to try to determine a place. There are many concerns presented with sidewalks, water lines, trees, and things that are there that we don’t really want to disturb. There is a rather small space available that would be easy to access on the north side just west of the water tower. The space is limited but may work. The feedback from other cities is that the cremation gardens are not as popular as they had hoped. Not a lot of people are happy with the limited space and requirement for a flat headstone. Mayor Davis cited that he has had some discussion with some cemeteries out in Nevada and they have been looking into the same type of cremation spaces and what they have found is that families are more interested in purchasing family plots instead of having smaller plots. Council Member Russell Smith stated that we are looking into it but don’t know if it will be feasible or not. We will have to look at whether people will want to utilize a garden or stay in the cemetery with their family members. Mayor Davis asked how many available plots we had remaining. Recorder Seifers will have to look into it adding that we will be able to do a reclamation in the next couple of years. 

Recorder Seifers has been reviewing the cemetery code and trying to get it condensed and then doing the policy and procedures separately. It is her hope to have a packet that can be available online and in the office. The committee welcomes any feedback and input from the members of the council.

b. Culinary Water Project
Administrator Bealer reported that the Booster building and tank interconnect piping were being currently being completed with meter replacements began July 19. Flyers have been posted around town as well as on social media. 

Ordinance and Resolutions 
a. [bookmark: _Hlk5448298]None. 

Staff and Council Reports 
Staff Member Reports and Comments 
Leo Kanell ~ City Attorney
· Not in attendance. 

Makayla Bealer ~ City Administrator 
· Street Maintenance: Chip sealing is scheduled for August 4 and 5.
· DEQ – monitor wells near Milford Chevron will be eliminated this fall and replaced in the future.
· The LDS Church is wanting to organize a day of service for September 11. Awaiting more information from Lary and Lisa Carter.
· AT&T has a lease agreement at the old pool park. They would like to expand and use it as a site rather than just a repeater location. 

Monica Seifers ~ City Recorder 
· The July 4th Celebration had great attendance. The dance was one of the biggest in recent years and had a great crowd, she was grateful to NewRotic Sound for their willingness to come back. She appreciated all the volunteers who made the celebration a success. 

Lisa Thompson ~ Administrative Assistant
· No reports or comments.

Ben Stewart ~ City Foreman 
· Jeff Gardner contacted him earlier today stating he should be here tomorrow morning to camera the well. Jeff reviewed the well logs and he thinks the casing gets smaller at around 280’ which might be what they were hitting. He has the pump on hand and is hoping to have the Golf Course Well back online soon. 

Council Member Russell Smith 
· Joe and Connie Puffer had a drain issue that was cleared today. He, Administrator Bealer, and Foreman Stewart assessed it earlier today and found that the pipe was plugged off. This should prevent further problems and was an easy fix. 

Council Member Ian Spaulding 
· Discussed green fees and Venmo availability at the golf course. Makayla will follow up on the Venmo process for collecting green fees via Venmo and turning them over to the golf course manager. 
· Any follow up for fencing off the parking lot? Makayla will place on the August agenda for discussion. 

Council Member Scott Symond  
· July 4th was nice; it was fun to have Doc’s old jeep and members of family in town. 

Council Member Les Whitney 
· Movie in the Park was held July 12th. There were lots of booths and vendors and had a good turnout. There will be another movie night in Milford in August sometime but he does not have the date yet. 

Council Member Terry Wiseman 
· No reports or comments.

Mayor Davis  
· No reports or comments. 

Meeting Adjournment ~ as there was no further business the meeting adjourned at 4:50 PM.
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