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ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 3, 2021
REGULAR MEETING / ELECTRONIC MEETING – 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Melani Torgersen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Marlene Stowe, 
Dan’l Lindsay, Lenza Wilson, Chad Lyman, City Attorney Barry Huntington and 
City Recorder Stephanie Steed. Council member Guy Graham was excused. 

Also present were Leslie Venuti, Lawrence Barnes, Bob Hartman, Paula McNeill, 
Garfield County Sheriff Deputy Jared Dunton, Robert McElaney, Louise Eutropius
 and Alex Steckel. 

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk10560380]Council member Wilson made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lyman, Wilson, Lindsay and Lindsay voting aye. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF JULY 20, 2021 MEETING
Council member Wilson made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 20, 2021 meeting as written. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lyman, Lindsay and Stowe voting aye. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
LESLIE VENUTI
Mrs. Venuti said she would like to thank everyone who helped with the 24th of July celebration. Mrs. Venuti said her family enjoyed the food and games in the park all day. 

LAWRENCE BARNES 
Mr. Barnes said in the last meeting he had mentioned he purchased some plaques for the historical homes in town. Mr. Barnes said after the meeting people contacted him about getting a plaque on their historic building. Mr. Barnes explained he was able to have all the plaques up by the 24th of July. Mr. Barnes said if anyone else wants a plaque they can purchase them through eBay or Etsy. 
 
PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
LESLIE RYAN – RESTORATION/RENOVATION OF HOME – REPAIR SHED 
85 W 300 S - RR – 1-20
Council member Stowe explained this project. Council member Stowe said this project meets all requirements and Planning and Zoning has recommended it for approval. Council member Wilson asked why this project has to come through Planning and Zoning and City Council where they are not changing the footprint of the home. Council member Stowe said because they will need to obtain a building permit for inspections. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the Municipal Project Approval Form for Ms. Ryan. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Stowe, Lyman and Lindsay voting aye. 

JOSEPH AND SUZANNE CATLETT – REMODEL EMPLOYEE HOUSING
45 E MAIN – C/R  
Council member Stowe explained this project. Council member Stowe said this project meets all requirements and Planning and Zoning has recommended it for approval. Council member Stowe explained this project has existing water and sewer hookups. Council member Lyman asked what the building is being used for right now. Mayor Torgersen said she believes they are using it for storage. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the Municipal Project Approval Form for Mr. and Mrs. Catlett. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Wilson, Stowe and Lindsay voting aye. 

ANNEXATION MAP
City Recorder Steed presented the Council with a rough draft of the annexation map Planning and Zoning has been working on. City Recorder Steed explained Planning and Zoning would like the Council’s input on the map. This item was discussed at length, and the Council would like Planning and Zoning to move forward with the Annexation Map. 

SCHEDULED ITEMS
GARFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF DANNY PERKINS – UPDATE
Garfield County Sheriff Deputy Jared Dunton said he has no updates but would like to comment on item 7.2. Deputy Dunton said in his opinion if SR-12 is two lanes with a turning lane it will help with the parking and slow down the traffic. City Attorney Huntington said Deputy Dunton has issued a lot of speeding tickets and had a trial last week. City Attorney Huntington said Deputy Dunton is doing an excellent job. Deputy Dunton said he feels it would be beneficial to the City to restripe SR-12 to three lanes through the town. 
 
RESTRIPING MAIN STREET 
Council member Lindsay said he and Mayor Torgersen had a meeting with the Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) to talk about options for our town. Council member Lindsay explained when UDOT comes in to resurface SR-12 they will go through town out to the Spencer Flat turn off. Council member Lindsay said there are quite a few towns in Southern Utah with four lanes that are changing to two travel lanes with a middle lane. City Attorney Huntington said Hatch Town changed to the three lanes and it has been a benefit to the town. Council member Lindsay said a couple of things he needs to clear up is diagonal parking is not an option on SR-12 and if we change the striping, we cannot change it again for seven years when they resurface it again. Council member Lyman asked if anyone has had any public input. Mayor Torgersen said she has received phone calls and text messages from citizens that want Main Street changed to three lanes. Council member Lindsay explained in the past two years he has had sixteen to eighteen conversations with citizens and eighty percent want to see the three lanes on Main Street. Council member Lyman asked if the three lanes would go out past the Clinic and High School. Council member Lindsay said when UDOT found out the new Elementary School is going to be behind the High School they were a little overwhelmed. Council member Lindsay said UDOT will take this information back to their office and discuss what needs to be done. Mayor Torgersen explained that Council member Lindsay asked about the Safe School Grant and was told the money is not available until 2023 and cannot be used on roads. Council member Lindsay said Robert Dowell with UDOT explained with the two lanes traveling opposite directions, the middle turning lane becomes a safe zone for people crossing the street. Mayor Torgersen said she is in favor of option two. Council member Wilson said he is also in favor of option two. City Recorder Steed presented the Council with a letter from Bob Hartman with the Chamber of Commerce (attached). Council member Stowe asked if the three lanes would start at the top of Main Street. Mayor Torgersen said yes everywhere it is four lanes will become three lanes if that is what the City wants. Council member Lindsay said based on the comments from last year and tonight he feels people want the three lanes. This item was discussed at length. Council member Lindsay made a motion to have UDOT restripe SR-12 through Escalante with the Typical Section 2 option (attached). Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lyman, Lindsay and Wilson voting aye. 

URS TRAINING
City Recorder Steed explained the Utah Retirement System (URS) Employer Training. 
Council member Stowe made a motion to send City Recorder Steed to the URS Training. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lyman, Lindsay and Wilson voting aye. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
City Recorder Steed said the Budget and Financial reports are available for review. 

City Recorder Steed said the annual audit is scheduled for September 2, 2021.
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Fire Department was not present at said meeting.

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen thanked the employees and citizens for all their efforts on the 24th of July Celebration. 

Mayor Torgersen said there will be a 911 national service day this year. Mayor Torgersen explained the 911 national service day. 

COUNCIL MEMBER CHAD LYMAN
Council member Lyman said he has spent time at the landfill with employee Junior Cronin. Council member Lyman explained Mr. Cronin would like to make more room and clean things up. Council member Lyman said we need to ask the County to do some work with their excavator at the landfill. Mayor Torgersen asked if the roll off dumpster for plastic was still at the landfill. Council member Lyman said they had problems with the roll off dumpster because plastic is hard to haul. Council member Lyman said it is also hard to keep the plastic separated. 

COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson had nothing to report at this time. 
   
COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham was not present at said meeting. 

 COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe said in her opinion this year’s 24th of July celebration was the best. Council member Stowe said there were a lot of people in town for the celebration. Council member Stowe said she appreciates the city employees for getting the park and streets ready for the celebration. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay explained Mayor Torgersen met with the County Engineer Bryan Bremner a few years ago about their track hoe. Council member Lindsay said the City leases the use of the track hoe for $1.00 a year. Council member Lindsay said we need to contact Jay Brooks to get the key so we can use it at the landfill. 

UNPAID BILLS
Council member Lindsay made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Stowe, Lindsay and Wilson voting aye. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Council member Wilson made a motion to go into executive session at 6:48 p.m. for a strategy session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation and to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lindsay, Wilson, Stowe and Lyman voting aye. Present at the executive session were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Stowe, Lyman, Lindsay, Wilson, City Attorney Huntington and City Recorder Steed. City Attorney Huntington was excused at 7:07 p.m. 

Council member Lyman made a motion to come out of executive session back into regular session at 7:25 p.m. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Lindsay, Stowe and Wilson voting aye. 

Council member Wilson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:26 p.m.
Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor.


_________________________________________Stephanie Steed, CMC
City Recorder
Date minutes approved: 08/17/2021



