


Meadow Town Council Meeting
July 13, 2021
Meadow Firehouse
7:00 p.m.

Those in Attendance:
Mayor: Lynette Madsen
Council Members:  Channing Stott, CJ Stott, Dustan Starley, Tyson Dewolf 
Clerk: Lynette Bond
Treasurer: Monica Dearden
Absent: 
Others: Mark Cowley, Tony Cowley, Lloyd Robison, Zane Murnan, Andrea Madsen, Ron Heard, Lynn Bond, Gary Bishop, Andrea Clark, Dennis Bond 	
Mayor Madsen called the meeting to order and led the group in the pledge of allegiance.  She then asked Dustan to open the meeting with prayer. 
-The Mayor asked any Council Members to declare conflict of interest if any.  None were noted.
-The minutes of the June Budget Hearing meeting were reviewed by the Council.  Tyson moved to approve the minutes.  CJ seconded.  
-The minutes of the June Regular meeting were reviewed by the Council.  Dustan moved to approve the minutes.  Channing seconded.  
-The minutes of the June Emergency meeting were reviewed by the Council.  Channing moved and Tyson seconded.  
-The minutes of the June Closed Session meeting were reviewed.  CJ moved and Tyson seconded.  All motions carried.

Administrative:
-The Council reviewed and completed the Fraud Risk Assessment and Separation of Duties for FY 2021.  All points were able to be credited except having 40 hours per year of formal accounting training.  This gave a score of 375 out of 395.  A score of 355 rates as Very Low risk of fraud.   The Clerk will submit this form to the State Auditor.


Accounting Report:  
-The Clerk went over the June claims with the board. See attached listings. Dustan moved to approve the bills. Tyson seconded and the motion carried.  

Departments:

Water: 
-Tony asked if he could take a couple of minutes to address a topic of the purchase of water shares.  The following is a synopsis of what he said to the Council:  
He stated that the Pahvant aquifer is depleting, that Clear Lake is dry, which is the first time that it has been dry for the history of the lake.  
Kanosh Town and the Indian Reservation which are in our water district are planning to drill new wells, and other municipalities in the Pahvant district may do the same if conditions worsen.  
The aquifers in Utah are in serious decline as stated in studies done by the State Engineer of the Utah State Division of Water Rights and the Utah Geological survey published in 2011.  These studies covered years from 1950 to 1990.  There is 40% of water being used that is not being accounted for: 24% that cannot prove legal water rights and 16% using over the right allotted.
There is also less precipitation than normal.  The Meadow Irrigation well broke suction late June and was shut off.  It usually runs until September when the cropping season is over. The irrigation well is 250 ft. deep and the town well on 400 East is 280 ft. deep.  He wonders what good will it will do to buy more rights if we are having trouble keeping the aquifer up.  
The State Engineer is well aware of what is going on.  They used the U.S. Geological Survey Study of 1990 to create a management plan in 2011.  The 2011 plan was never implemented because of serious threats and threats of lawsuits.   The plan states that there are approximately 8,800 irrigated acres of 36,000 total irrigated acres using the Pahvant aquifer that cannot prove legal water rights, (about 24%).  In addition, there are legal water rights users that are over-pumping their permits and they know it.  Farmers keep going deeper with their wells.   Do we keep going deeper and deeper until the water is gone?   Do we have to wait until our culinary sources dry up before action is taken?  
We don’t know how bad the drought will get or how long it will last.  Meadow is fully dependent on the back-up wells each year as the spring water declines.  If our wells fail Meadow is in trouble.  
He asked if the Mayor and Council are willing to look this plan over and write a letter to the State Engineer and ask why this plan was never implemented.  The Mayor said she would look at the document.  
CJ said that Scipio has the same issue with water and are drilling an additional well.  
Tony stated that when the wells go out, National Guard tankers will bring our water.   He believes that Mayors and Councils have more weight than a citizen with the State Engineer.   He asked that she get with other Mayors and form a coalition to address this issue.  Tony said it is in Meadow’s best interest to do so.   Mayor Madsen said that she agrees and will look at the document.   (See attached the document that Tony gave to Mayor Madsen as well as a listing of Tony’s key points of interest.)
Mayor Madsen said what she thinks it will come down to is the primary water rights and the dates they were filed.  
Channing stated that the wells have to be monitored every time they do any kind of drilling to a deeper level. 

Electric:   
-Dustan said that he hasn’t heard any more from the Lombard’s about moving their guy wire.
-He also said he met with the electrician for the park electrical work that needs to be done and he said it should be done by the 24th.

Roads: 
-No bids have been received for trimming around the poles and signs.  The Council will look at this issue again for next year.  

Park and Cemetery:
-No business at this meeting.

Fire: 
-Nothing for this meeting.  They are out on fires at this moment.

Planning and Zoning: 
-No meeting was held this month.

Building Permits:  
-Jordan Stewart has received a building permit packet, but has not gotten it back to Mayor Madsen yet.

Other Business:
-Kyle Thurman is interested in purchasing the lot south of the Town Hall.  Dustan said that he would be opposed because it is a great location for a new town hall or activity center.  The property around the firehouse was then brought up and the Council stated that ownership has been researched to see what State agency owns the property and there was no form of contact found. 
-Channing will drive his truck for the 24th parade and that the Council can ride in the back.  The Clerk will make a sign for it and has candy and throw outs prepared.
-Dennis Bond asked to address the Council.  He said that he had a window broken by the town street mower.  The Mayor said that the town insurance will cover it.  The Clerk will follow through with this issue.
[bookmark: _Hlk76579727]Closed Portion: Channing moved to go into Closed Session for the purpose of purchase, exchange, or lease of real property, including any form of a water right or water shares, to determine and discuss the estimated value and to complete the transaction on the best possible terms for the benefit of Meadow Town.  Tyson second, and the motion carried at 7:31pm.

-The Closed Session ended at 7:44pm.

Adjournment:  Channing moved to adjourn.  Tyson seconded and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.
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