
MINUTES

STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING
September 18, 2013

Beaver, Utah

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE REPRESENTING
Commissioner Jim Matson, Chair Kane County Commissioner Representative
Wendy Allan Kane County Schools Representative
Commissioner Mike Dalton Beaver County Commissioner Representative
Carolyn White Beaver County Schools Representative
Commissioner Clare Ramsay Garfield County Commissioner Representative
Mayor Jerry Taylor Garfield County Mayor Representative
Ken Platt Garfield County Schools Representative
Commissioner Dale Brinkerhoff Iron County Commissioner Representative
Mayor Dutch Deutschlander for Iron County Mayor Representative

Mayor Connie Robinson
Shane Adams Iron County Schools Representative
Commissioner Denny Drake Washington Co. Commissioner Representative
Mayor Dan McGuire Washington County Mayor Representative
LuAnne Forrest Washington County Schools Representative
Wes Curtis Southern Utah University

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE
William Swadley Senator Hatch’s Office
Gary Webster Congressman Chris Stewart’s Office
Liz Lobato Department of Workforce Services
Erin Robinson Department of Workforce Services
David Busk Department of Workforce Services
Warren Barlow Hildale City
Bryan Thiriot Five County Association of Governments
Scott Leavitt Five County Association of Governments
Gary Zabriskie Five County Association of Governments
Diane Lamoreaux Five County Association of Governments

MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE
Mayor Nolan Davis Beaver County Mayor Representative
Mayor Nina Laycook, Vice-Chair, Excused Kane County Mayor Representative
Frank Lojko, Excused Dixie State University

Commissioner Jim Matson, Chair, welcomed everyone in attendance and introductions were
provided. Those asking to be excused include: Mayor Nina Laycook, Kane County Mayor
Representative: and Mr. Frank Lojko, Dixie State University. Mayor Dutch Deutschlander was in
attendance representing Mayor Connie Robinson, Iron County Mayor Representative.

I. MINUTES AUGUST 14, 2013 - REVIEW AND APPROVE

Chairman Matson indicated that a quorum was present for conduct of business. Minutes
of the August 14, 2013 were presented for discussion and consideration of approval.
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MOTION WAS MADE BY MAYOR DAN MCGUIRE, SECONDED BY MR. KEN PLATT,
TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 14, 2013 MEETING AS PRESENTED.
MOTION CARRIED.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ACTIONS - SEPTEMBER 18, 2013

Chairman Matson reported that the Executive Committee met earlier in the day to discuss
and review agenda items. He reviewed Executive Committee discussion items as follows:
1) Coordination and Cooperating Agency Training Course Followup Discussion--
Training is scheduled for October 17, 2013 at 9:00 am. in the Heritage Center in Cedar
City. Further details and information will be circulated to counties as appropriate prior to
the scheduled training; 2) Sunrise Engineering GIS Software Presentation-- Information
was provided for shared GIS. It was determined that each county would discuss the
proposal with communities and interested departments. Sunrise Engineering will provide
a sheet of bullet items to aid in discussion of the proposal; 3) Forest Service Meetings
with Regional Forester-- Mary Rasure, the regional forester based out of the Ogden
office, has offered to participate in meetings with local elected officials during the course
of the year. The group also discussed Wildland fires and Secure Rural Schools funding;
and 4) Executive Committee and Staff Business-- The group discussed proposed merit
increases for AOG staff. Action on this agenda item was deferred to the October meeting.

III. FY 2013 FISCAL REPORT

Mr. Scott Leavitt, Chief Financial Officer, referenced information provided on pages 10
through 39 of the packet containing the FY 2013 fiscal report. The first page reflects a
summary of funding from the beginning of the year versus the end of year funding. One
item that hit the administration budget during the last fiscal year was the payout for earned
benefits to the previous executive director as per the adopted policies and procedures of
the organization. A brief explanation of the project income that was carried forward in the
Nutrition budget was provided. This is somewhat confusing, but the state of Utah allowed
project income to carry over from one fiscal year to another which has provided somewhat
of a positive cash flow for the organization. These funds will be spent out during the first
quarter to purchase food and kitchen supplies to support the senior citizen centers
throughout the Five County region. Donations are collected from the senior citizen centers
for meals and come back into the AOG budget for reallocation. Each of the counties
provided various efficiencies in their centers, and as a result the AOG was not able to draw
down all of the state funding. This was done in anticipation of sequestration, which did not
have as dramatic of an impact as what was anticipated. However, the state allowed project
income to carry over in the budget for utilization in this fiscal year. The HOME Program
cost center contained on page 13 of the packet shows a deficit. This is a result of a project
being completed in one fiscal year and reimbursement coming in during the next fiscal year.
The Community and Economic Development cost account center on page 15 is a bit
confusing. Monies for the savings account were backed out of the cost center to provide
a better accounting of revenues and expenditures. This cost center shows the $84,000
which was spent for Ken’s retirement payout. Page 32 reflects funding for the Senior
Companion Program which is one of the National Senior Corps Programs. Carol Hollowell
assumed leadership of these programs when Linda Sappington retired. At that time, all of
the National Senior Corps program accounts were severely in the red and Carol has worked
diligently to bring accounts into compliance. This account still reflects a deficit, but
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additional donations are slowly bringing things back into balance. Over $40,000 was
received during the past fiscal year from donations. The National Senior Corps Programs
are required to provide a certain level of services. Anything above these basic services is
provided through funding received from grants.

Mr. Leavitt indicated that he is happy to discuss any items or questions that members may
have upon request at anytime. Staff is presenting the fiscal report for Board consideration.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER CLARE RAMSAY, SECONDED BY MS.
CAROLYN WHITE, TO APPROVE THE FY 2013 FISCAL REPORT AS PRESENTED.
MOTION CARRIED.

IV. STATE AGENCY UPDATES

A. GOVERNOR’S OFFICE

No representative in attendance.

B. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Rick Torgerson asked to be excused due to prior commitments.

C. DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE SERVICES

Ms. Liz Lobato, DWS, indicated that Stephen Lisonbee was unable to attend as he
is in Denver accepting awards from the Department of Labor. Ms. Lobato provided
members with her background at DWS to her current position as manager of the St.
George office. Other staff from DWS were introduced including Erin Robinson,
Supervisor of the Panguitch and Kanab offices, and David Busk, Office Manager for
the Cedar and Beaver offices. These individuals constitute the management team
assembled by Mr. Lisonbee. DWS is currently in the process of remodeling the
Cedar office to accommodate 22 additional staff that have been hired to implement
the Affordable Care Act (ACA). This has provided an increase in jobs and payroll
to the area. Training for implementation of the ACA is being provided for new DWS
employees. Open enrollment begins October 1 and the Act goes into effect
January 1St. There may also be opportunity for additional hires in other counties
within the Five County region. However, all new employees will be trained in the
Cedar office. A good resource for questions regarding the ACA is healthcare.gov.

Ms. Lobato reported that the Governor’s Office of Economic Development (GOED)
also has an employee, Jack Hardman, housed with DWS in Cedar. Information
was shared about the Bridge program offered by DWS and opportunities available
to employees who participate in the program. A new system is also being offered
for employers and job seekers that will be operational November 1st

Mayor Dan McGuire asked where funding for the new employees is coming from
and if the funding is one time or ongoing. Provided that the funding is coming from
the federal government, would the state have to assume those costs in future years.
Ms. Lobato indicated that these question will need to be addressed by Mr. Lisonbee
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for dissemination to Board members via e-mail.

Ms. Lobato also reported that the eligibility unit of DWS served one million
individuals last month with an error rate of less than 1 percent. This is a direct
result of strategies and procedures that have recently been implemented to simplify
the process and address previous errors. DWS otters a program titled “My Case”
which allows clients access to their benefits online. The state of Utah recently
received an award in San Francisco for the Government to Citizens to State
category for this system. This is a great program that allows clients to better
manage benefits provided through DWS.

Commissioner Matson asked about the impact of TANF and food stamps being
eliminated from the Farm Bill. Ms. Lobato indicated that a Continuing Resolution
would provide funding to programs. Rather than sharing information that may not
be correct, a specific answer to this question will also be provided via e-mail.

V. UNIVERSITIES

A. SOUTHERN UTAH UNIVERSITY

Mr. Wes Curtis, SUU Regional Services, provided a brief update regarding the
search for a new president. The field of candidates will be narrowed to 12
individuals, and a new president could be hired as early as January/February
2014. Budgets at the SUU were cut back in anticipation of declining enrollment.
This has provided some breathing room, but enrollments did trend down as
anticipated. The Leavitt Center recently hosted a town hall meeting to discuss
the transfer of public lands to the state of Utah. A lot of good information was
exchanged at the meeting. It is anticipated that this will be a topic of discussion
at next year’s Rural Summit.

B. DIXIE STATE UNIVERSITY

Mr. Frank Lojko, Dixie State University, asked to be excused.

VI. CONGRESSIONAL STAFF UPDATES

Mr. Gary Webster, Congressman Chris Stewart’s Office, reported that the Congressman
recently conducted 12 town hall meetings throughout his district and is now back in
Washington, D.C. A briefing has been provided by leadership regarding the Continuing
Resolution, but the issue will likely be kicked back to the Senate. A resolution to defund
Obamacare is scheduled for next week that may be forwarded to the Senate. The outcome
will depend on what happens in democratic controlled Senate. The real fight in Congress
will occur as they address the debt ceiling in mid-October. This will likely include the delay
of Obamacare for one year. It is anticipated that the Keystone Pipeline and other measures
will also be addressed at this time. Congressman Stewart’s website at
www.stewart.house.gov/obamacare provides specific details regarding his work to delay
and/or defund Obamacare. The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) may
not be taken up for vote after it passes the House.
Commissioner Brinkerhoff suggested that future town hall meetings in Cedar City should
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be held at a better venue where a more advanced sound system would be available. Mayor
Dan McGuire asked Mr. Webster to outline some of the major topics of interest to citizens
attending the meetings. The main issue of concern at all of the meetings was proposed
military action in Syria and the Affordable Care Act. Constituents who attended the
meetings, as well as those calling their offices, were overwhelmingly non-supportive of
military involvement in Syria.

Mr. Bill Swadley, Senator Hatch’s Office, reported that the Senator is also very concerned
about the implementation of Obamacare, and favors the repeal of the Law. He also feels
that the administration is not prepared for implementation of the Law and is pushing for a
delay through the Trust But Verify Act. Additional information regarding the Continuing
Resolution will be available for discussion at the October Steering Committee meeting.

Mr. Swadley sadly announced the passing of a dear friend, Marreen Casper, who has been
serving a church mission in Knoxville, TN. Health issues that went undetected led to her
passing. Services will be held on Saturday, September 21” and a viewing will be held on
Friday evening and Saturday morning prior to services. Staff at the Senator’s office is
assembling a book of remembrance that will be presented to the family. The book is
available for members of the Steering Committee to share thoughts and/or past
experiences.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER DALE BRINKERHOFF, SECONDED BY
MAYOR JERRY TAYLOR, AUTHORIZING STAFF TO SEND FLOWERS AND
CONDOLENCES ON BEHALF OF THE ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS. MOTION
CARRIED.

VII. LOCAL AFFAIRS

A. CORRESPONDENCE

Bryan Thiriot referenced correspondence on page 40 of the packet indicating that
the Notice of Intent (NOI) for the Livestock Grazing Monument Management Plan
Amendment and associated Environmental Impact Statement is now in the BLM
Washington Office for processing. It is anticipated that the review will continue for
approximately 6-8 weeks prior to the Notice of Intent publication in the Federal
Register Notice. This would then trigger the start of the 60 day public scoping
period.

B. OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL

None.

C. PERMANENT COMMUNITY IMPACT FUND BOARD (PCIFB) APPLICATIONS

Mr. Gary Zabriskie, Five County AOG, reported that applications to the PCIFB are
due October 1St Summaries of applications will be provided for consideration
during the October 9, 2013 Steering Committee meeting.
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D. PLANNING ASSISTANCE

Mr. Gary Zabriskie reported that several communities have approached the AOG
with varied planning assistance requests. However, the Community and Economic
Development staff’s time is completely filled with current planning projects. There
is also another potential for an updated Wildiand Fire Plan for the Five County
region that is on the horizon. As these requests are discussed, communities are
provided with other options that may be considered. The PCIFB staff is currently
compiling information to approach the legislature for funding staff at the state level
to assist in providing planning commission training.

E. OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. Bryan Thiriot reported that the Mutual Self Help application packets have been
submitted to USDA Rural Development. Updated information will be provided as
it becomes available.

VIII. AREAWIDE CLEARINGHOUSE REVIEWS

Mr. Gary Zabriskie reviewed two A-95 reviews as follows: 1) Utah State Trust Lands
Administration, Range Improvement Project # 535-- A SITLA grazing permittee
proposes to drill a well on Trust Lands in the Culvert Springs area in Iron County; and 2)
Utah State Trust Lands Administration, Range Improvement Project # 534-- The
Division of Wildlife Resources is proposing to install a wildlife guzzler on Trust Lands
southwest of Big Water in Kane County. Staff recommendations are supportive for both
of these actions.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER DENNY DRAKE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER MIKE DALTON, TO APPROVE TWO AREAWIDE CLEARINGHOUSE
ACTIONS AS PER STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS. MOTION CARRIED.

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 9, 2013 in Cedar City at the Heritage
Center. Mr. Bryan Thiriot announced that Commissioner of Agriculture, Leonard Blackham, and
House Speaker Becky Lockhart will be in attendance.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER DALE BRINKERHOFF, SECONDED BY MR. KEN
PLATT, TO ADJOURN.

The meeting adjourned at 1:50 p.m.
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