


Town of Koosharem Council Regular Meeting Minutes
Koosharem Town Council Room
July 14, 2021
 
  
Roll Call
Town Council: Mayor Ron Torgerson
Council members: Sandy Luscher, Lorna Stapley, Jeff Hatch 
Clerk:Allison Lewis 
Absent Council Members: Tina Perry 
 
Called to Order
Mayor Ron Torgerson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
 
Visitors
Jill Sorenson, Ron Driggs, Brent Bagley, Alan Bagley, Tim Luscher
 
Public Comments:
Rae Lynn asked for some help with the sprinklers on the cemetery plots on Section 6.  The sprinkler system seems to have issues.  She also mentioned the need for more water on the new sod to get the sod growing.  Mayor Torgerson agreed to go and look and the situation.  Jill offered help to repair issues as well.

Consent Agenda
June check details and minutes for June 9th, 2021 were presented to the Town Council for review and approval.  
 
Council member Jeff Hatch made a motion to accept the consent agenda. Council member  Sandy Luscher seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: voting aye – Council members, Stapley, Hatch,  Luscher, Mayor Torgerson
 
Business

Jill Sorenson 
Jill approached the council with a few projects to get some feedback on.  
The first request was for a property she purchased from Shirley , 161 North.  The property she purchased is currently in 3 parcels.  She would like to split the one property on 1st West, which would meet the ½ per lot acre requirement. This would make the property 4 parcels.  The Planning Commission did agree that the proposal met all requirements and would not require the subdivision process to take place. Mayor Torgerson agreed that it met all requirements, and clarified with Andrea that the planning commission had met and agreed on the dividing of properties.  

Council member Jeff Hatch  made a motion to allow Jill to move forward with splitting the proposed property. Council member Lorna Stapley seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: voting aye – Council members, Stapley, Luscher, Hatch, Mayor Torgerson


The second request is the acreage located by the Pizza place.  Her first plan was to work with 10 acres, but the Engineer suggested it would be more cost effective to split the 17 acres.  It was proposed that there be a 66 foot easement; she would like to keep that and improve that road, which hits 1st West.   She would like to put another smaller subdivision road, which does not have anything to do with the current outline of the town.  There is a low point in the property. She would like to have a covenant put in place that the area would not be developed.  The houses or structures would not be allowed to be built in the wash. 
There are 4 lots adjacent to the pizza place that she would like to divide. 
On the back side of the tow lots she would like to have storage units built.
She would also like to place a duplex or fourplex on the other lots.  Access to those would not be from the highway, it would be on the cemetery road. 
 
It was mentioned that Koosharem Town was in the process of possibly purchasing property from the BLM for a shooting range.  She had a question if this would affect the shooting range access.  Jeff and the Mayor stated that the access would be on the West side of the sheds, and would not affect her property.

All lots would be ½ acre lots.  There is a possibility of placing a park on one of the lots. The planning commission did look at the preliminary and agreed on the plan, but a public hearing would have to be held for final approval from the Planning Commission.
The property is not located in the flood zone according to the FEMA flood map.  

The roads in the subdivision were discussed.  Jill agreed that she could come to an understanding with the roads that are comparable to what the town currently has.  

A discussion was had about the water access and whether or not the Town had sufficient water for 17 lots, and the park, no water would be needed in the storage units.  Mayor Torgerson agreed to check on how many water rights the town owned and used.  Jill agreed to provide equipment and or labor to assist in installing  the water lines.  

A current estimate for a 1200 foot water line installation, and two fire hydrants would cost twenty three thousand dollars.  Gary Cochran will be purchasing all of the materials and reimbursing Jeff for his labor. Materials are expensive and difficult to get.  
The  council agreed that she could move forward with the planning of her subdivision.  The steps to follow will be setting a Public Hearing with the Planning Commission and checking on the water rights.  

Jill also brought up the desire to build a 3 room motel, by the current motel in the pasture.  

CIB Water Loan
The application was submitted for seventy-three thousand dollars for the installation on new meters throughout the town.  They look at the money and debt and the money coming in and going out.  It is looking like they will offer a loan with a low interest rate with the payment being around $2000.00 per year.  There has not been a final decision made so far.  The grant application will be heard in September. The water fund is in the hole  so the funds are not as available.  The town is not required to accept the offer.  Covid funds will be available and are allowed for this type of project.  We would be purchasing and installing in the spring.  Jeff would not want a loan that would outlast the equipment purchased.  Jeff is hoping to replace the system with meters that have replaceable batteries.  Foam insulation will be put in all of the meters before winter.  

Garbage 
Currently the town pays $35.00 for a 3 yard bin, as well as $255.00 for (3) 6 yard bins, totaling $290.00.  Mayor Torgerson is wanting to replace the smaller dumpsters with a larger roll off dumpster and relocate it  in an area that people could pull up and dump it in rather than lift it in.   The roll off would be dumped when it is  filled.  He also suggested an area where the community could put tree limbs, to either be burned or chipped. The garbage gets filled with limbs.  Mayor Torgerson would like to take a tour of the area he is suggesting following the next meeting.  

Fraud Risk assessment  
The fraud risk assessment was reviewed with the council.  

Reports from Departments
Planning Commission
Tyler informed the Planning Commission that the General Plan is 90% complete.  A public hearing needs to be decided and advertised.  

Fire Department
The fire academy started a program for rural departments to provide training opportunities specific to the needs of the department.  The trucks have all been inspected.  Ken will be working on one of the trucks, and is finding that the parts are difficult to find.

Cemetery
Tina gave an update through text, saying that the cemetery has nothing new to report.

Roads
A request was made to have Alan clean the drain by the cafe.  A sign up the canyon road would be upwards to $2000.00.  It was suggested that law enforcement be asked to patrol more during the summer months.  The sidewalk project will begin in August, adding sidewalks from Carlson home to the Cemetery.

Culture and Recreation
The Fourth of July celebration went well.  A discussion was held about the evening meal .  The meal does not bring in enough money to qualify the even as a fundraiser.  Lorna suggested having the town sponsor the dinner and provide the meat.  She does not want to see the tradition let go.  The council agreed, and offered to pay the invoice for the turkey purchased for the dinner.  
The following projects have been completed: roof, power repair, and the tables have been painted.

Water Department
The fire hydrant by the Sorenson house on main needs to be extended.  Mayor Torgerson said he would look at it.  A fire hydrant will be installed on Jill Stewart’s new property.  Brent requested a Thank you note be sent to the Cherrington’s for their help with the Town Hall flag repair.  

Administration
Terrin will be billed for the use of the bay he is storing supplies in.  

Adjournment
7:43 p.m.
Lorna made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
 
 
 
 

												TOWN OF KOOSHAREM, UTAH   
                                  
        _________________________________
	  Mayor Ron Torgerson

ATTEST:
Approved this 10th  day of  August, 2021
_______________________________
Allison Lewis, Town Clerk
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