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KANARRAVILLE TOWN CORPORATION

Kanarraville Town Board Meeting

July 8, 2021
Kanarraville Town Hall

40 S. Main St.
7:30 p.m.

MINUTES

Guests Present: Mary Ellen Crase Billings, Kim Ward, Joe Williams, Tom Talbot, Joshua Foster, Jim Mercer, Patti Morris, Barbara Gould, John Batty
1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Gould called meeting to order.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLIEGIANCE: Jim Mercer led everyone in the pledge of allegiance.

3. ROLL CALL: Led by Heidi Loveland.

Councilor Brandon Jonsson:
Here


Councilor Randy Williams: 
Here

Councilor Betty Gould:

Here


Councilor Stoney Shugart:
Here


Councilor Mike Humes

Here
4. DISCLOSURES AND DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST: None.

ACTION ITEMS

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES from the June 10, 2021, Town Board Meeting. Mayor Gould asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the June 10th meeting. Councilor Shugart moved to approve the minutes, Councilor Jonsson seconded the motion, and all were in favor.
6. JOSHUA FOSTER – Building Permit at 320 South Main: Mayor Gould said that Joshua Foster did go before the Planning & Zoning Committee and met all the requirements there. Mayor Gould asked the board if they had a chance to look at the setbacks.
Councilor Williams said he thought that it needed to be 25 feet on a corner lot instead of 20 feet. Councilor Shugart said he thought it was 25 feet also. Heidi Loveland reviewed the ordinance to verify that it was 20 feet not 25 feet for a corner lot.

Councilor Williams made a motion to approve a building permit for Joshua Foster at 320 South Main. Councilor Jonsson seconded the motion. All were in favor.

7. MARY CRASE – Water Will Serve Letter for 410 South Main: Mayor Gould asked Mary Crase for a synopsis for what her plans were. Mary Crase said that when they bought the house two years ago, they didn’t realize they had so many pipe and water issues. Crase said that the plan was always to sell her and her mom’s houses in Enoch so they could build a house together.  She is 76 years old with early forms of dementia but wanted to be independent. The plan was to build a little 800 square foot house on the property, then the price of wood went insane. She was told to wait until Spring when the price of wood should go down, then it didn’t. She found a modular home in Cedar that’s 1,400 square feet, however, half of that would now be storage. Her mother would be the only one living in there. Currently her mother is living in her house – in the baby’s room and she’s 5 weeks away from her due date. Crase said she’s been approved by Iron County for the building permit – barring the water will serve letter. She has also been approved through the Health Department for the septic. She thought she had this handled back in October, but because they were back and forth on how they were going to build her mother’s home, they had to keep delaying submitting the paperwork. Crase said this was the last thing to be taken care of because the modular home she found is literally the last option available between Barstow and Colorado that was anywhere near the size they need for the price range they have.
Technically since the house will be Iron County that’s where they are getting the building permit from. Only a teeny tiny piece of her property is in the Kanarraville Town boundaries. However, she gets the water from the town, so that’s why she needs the water will serve letter.

Councilor Williams asked Mary Crase if she had brought copies of her approved septic permit. Crase said she didn’t have copies for everyone, but she brought it with her. Crase presented the approved septic permit to the board for their review. She said that the Health Department required her to add a 1,000-gallon tank to the property for the modular home.

Councilor Jonsson verified that it was a 1,400 square house and asked how many bathrooms it has. Mary Crase said that it’s a two-bedroom, two bath modular home. Councilor verified that it was a full-sized house. Craze said technically it was.

Councilor Shugart said he had several concerns and read a copy of Section 14 of the town’s water ordinance. “Section 14 – Separate Connections: It shall be unlawful for two or more families or service users to be supplied from the same service pipe, connection or water meter unless special permission for such combination of usage has been granted by the Town Council and the premises served are owned by the same owner. In all such cases, a failure on the part of any one the users to comply with this section shall warrant withholding of the supply of water through the service connections…” Councilor Shugart said he wasn’t part of the town in 1995 when this was approved for a water connection, but it should never have happened. It’s against the ordinance. Shugart told Crase that she would have to have a half-acre in the town limits for a water connection. Definitely not two, when there should have never been one. Councilor Shugart said that she was planning on putting another 1,400 square foot full-sized home in county property, where the town would have no say on permitting, setbacks or anything else, but the town is supposed to supply water for something that shouldn’t have been done in the first place.
Councilor Williams said the Health Department should never have approved the septic permit in the first place, because the Health Department requires a water will serve letter before the permit can even be issued. Councilor Shugart asked if that was the actual permit. Councilor Williams said “Yes” Mary Crase had the new one.

Councilor Jonsson said that every lot he’s ever worked on has had to have a water will serve letter before the septic permit is issued. Councilor Shugart asked Mary Crase if the Health Department was under the impression, she already had water. Crase said “No” they were probably under the assumption that she already had water through the town. Councilor Shugart said that he’s never been aware of two homes on one water meter in any town or city.

Mary Crase asked the board what they would suggest, what her options were. Councilor Jonsson said that the biggest issue was that it’s another full-sized house. It’s not really a mother-in-law quarters it’s a 1,400 square foot home, two-bedroom, two bath additional dwelling. Crase said they tried going the one bedroom, one bathroom but just couldn’t make it work. Councilor Jonsson told Crase that might be the case, but you still want to put a 1,400 square foot 2-bedroom, 2-bathroom home on the same lot. To get a water hook up through the town you need to have at least a half-acre. You already have that hookup to your house, now you’re asking to put another home on that same hookup. Councilor Jonsson said one of the concerns he has is that if you sell that home in 6 months what’s going to happen down the road. The county is going to require whoever buys it to subdivide it or do a lot line adjustment. You’ll still have to meet all your setbacks then how do you sell that other house. At that point you’re going to have to have another water hookup or a well of some kind to supply that other house with water or else you could actually be liable for that. Jonsson said he doesn’t want to create a problem with the town on a later issue that if you do sell it and it ends up splitting like that this same issue comes back around.
Mary Crase said she has a solution to that issue. On the permit she got and recorded today it says that her property cannot be subdivided. Councilor Shugart asked if she had a copy of that with her. Crase said that they gave her a copy this afternoon, but basically it says that she is not allowed to have a mobile home… Councilor Shugart said that those were the county’s rules, not the town of Kanarraville’s – that doesn’t concern us.
Councilor Williams was frustrated with the county for letting it get this far. This was supposed to be a mother-in-law quarters, but that is usually around 800 square feet. Mary Crase reiterated again that was the original plan last summer, but the price of wood went insane. Councilor Jonsson said that he understands Crase is only interested in using half of the 1,400 house for living quarters, but that doesn’t change the fact that it’s a 1,400 square foot home that would be added to the same water connection.

Councilor Shugart said that another concern he has is that there are a lot of property owners on the border of the town all the way around. The board doesn’t want to set a precedence by doing this. There are a lot of legit property owners that have half acres in the town that border the county so what would happen when they ask to put a home in the county and then want to tap into Kanarraville Town’s water system. Mary Crase said that’s true, but it also says in the ordinance that the town board can permit the use. Councilor Shugart said that might be the case, but they didn’t want to be seen as playing favorites.

Mary Crase said that there was no way of knowing she wasn’t supposed to have a water connection approved 25 years ago. Councilor Jonsson said that she should have done her due diligence before purchasing that property. Mary Crase said who would have ever thought to do a check on something like that.

Mayor Gould asked if the Public Health Department knew that Kanarraville was the one supplying her a water connection. Mary Crase said “Yes”. Councilor Jonsson said that if they assumed the water was coming from the county there would have to be a water company name and/or you have to have a well to form your own company.

John Batty asked if the mother-in-law dwelling was in the county or the town. Mary Crase said that it was in the county. John Batty said that she would probably have to drill a well.

Councilor Williams said that the only way she could make it work would be if she built an 800 square foot mother-in-law quarters that was attached to her current dwelling. The town can’t approve the additional hookup to two separate homes. Councilor Williams asked Mary Crase if there was a way she could attach the home, and eliminate one of the bathrooms. Mary Crase said she would be willing to knock down all the walls to make it a one bedroom/one bath if it would help this be approved. Councilor Williams said he’s worried this could start happening all over town where people buy a manufactured home and put it on their property – it could create a problem. Councilor Jonsson said that he owned a lot on the other side of town that’s over 2 acres, and over 9/10’s of it is in the city. If this passes, he could get two water meters and put on two houses. 
Mary Crase said the house is in a trust and cannot be sold until her mother dies. Even then she’s planning on living there forever. Her autistic daughter will then live in it when her mother passes away. There will never be more than one person living in that little house. The other bedroom is literally going to be a storage shed, and the only reason she has the high square footage home is because she couldn’t find anything else within her budget.

Councilor Williams said he understands that but what would happen in two years if you change your mind and decide to sell, then we could have two families living there running off one Kanarraville water meter. Mary Crase reiterated that that couldn’t happen. The permit from the county won’t allow it to be subdivided. Councilor Williams said that is referring to a mother-in-law quarters. This is a separate house. We would have to get something from the county within the mother-in-law specs in order to approve this. Crase as far as the county is concerned, they are calling it a “guest house”. Councilor Shugart said that might be true, but that’s the county, not the town.
Councilor Jonsson said that the only way they could consider it is if it was attached to the house. Mary Crase said that there was nowhere she would be able to attach it.

Jim Mercer suggested that she could turn her garage into a mother-in-law’s quarters. Mary Crase said they checked into that, but it was going to cost $180,000. Councilor Shugart said that remodeling her garage shouldn’t be more than purchasing a 1,400 square foot home. Mary Crase said “Yes”. When they set out to start this project the first plan was $65,000, it was going to be this little small house, then the prices went insane. Now they were stuck in this hard place where they own this little house and already put $25,000 into starting permits, septic, etc.

Jim Mercer suggested that she shop around a little bit. It shouldn’t cost that much to convert the garage into a living quarters. She said that the price of a 2x4 went from $5 to $30. Crase said that the $65,000 house that they were originally going to build now would cost $190,000.

Councilor Williams told her that unfortunately she put the cart before the horse. Councilor Shugart said the town can’t set this precedence. It would open up a big can of worms. This would be the least of the town’s worries. The home she’s living in shouldn’t have had a water meter to begin with.

Mary Crase asked what her options were. Councilor Shugart said that since her house is in the county, she would need to talk to them to see what their requirements are. Councilor Williams suggested that she talk to the county to see if they could work with the town to come up with a solution. He suggested again that she find a way to attach the home to her current dwelling. Crase asked if a 70-foot breezeway would count. Councilor Jonsson said that wasn’t what they were talking about. It would have to be attached as part of the house. Crase said there wasn’t room, the way her house currently sits on the property to make that work.
Councilor Williams said that the only way to approve it is to change the ordinance, or we would have a mess with people coming to the town board wanting to do the same thing.

Councilor Williams said the only thing he could suggest is that she talk to the county to see if they can work something out.

Councilor Jonsson asked if she was planning on putting the additional home in the front of her lot. Mary Crase said “Yes”. Jonsson said that she would have to have a 30-foot setback… Crase said that it would be a 135-foot setback from the road to the new house. Jonsson asked her how much room that would give her between the houses. Crase showed the board her plot plans. They went over the setbacks. Councilor Jonsson said that the biggest problem with this is that Crase would like to take advantage of the benefits of the county but have the town supply her with water. Crase suggested that she be annexed in. Mayor Gould said that might happen someday. Councilor Williams said that would make the problem worse. Councilor Jonsson said that there were two other mother-in-law houses in town already but they were both attached.

Councilor Williams said the only other option was to put in a well. That’s how everyone else in the county is doing it. Councilor Shugart said he heard that the person who owns the property outside the 13 acres the town is purchasing is planning on doing a well. Shugart suggested Crase get with him and maybe he could sell her some water or she could work out an agreement. Mary Crase said that the problem was that Lindsay couldn’t touch anything because everything is being controlled by his kids and his kids won’t let him do anything with it.
Mary Crase said that when she purchased this house, she was told that she had two acre feet of water, then they were told that they didn’t. Crase said that the Planning & Zoning Committee passed this. Councilor Shugart said “No” that wasn’t the case, they passed it onto the Town Board for their decision. Mary Crase said that the town board could give her approval if they wanted. Mayor Gould said that was true, however, they weren’t giving her their approval and the reason for that is they don’t want to set a precedence for everybody else.

Mayor Gould suggested that Mary Crase 1) get a smaller plan and do an addition to the home, 2) refurbish the garage and turn that into the mother-in-law quarters, or 3) talk to the county about a possible well. Councilor Williams said or the fourth option would be to find a way to attach the modular home to her current house.

Councilor Williams suggested getting a well as the best option because Crase has too much acreage for a water meter. The water meter she currently has is only supposed to be good for a half-acre lot. He said that technically she was doing almost an entire block off the one water meter. Councilor Jonsson verified that her lot was 1.4 acres. Crase said “Yes”. Jonsson said that was almost the same size as 3 town lots. Mayor Gould said that if she got the well, she wouldn’t need the town water meter or bill anymore.
Mary Crase said she isn’t asking the town for a building permit, she just wants permission to use the same amount of water she’s already using. Councilor Williams said that it might sound like a little thing, but it’s really something much bigger.

Councilor Williams said that if she was able to get something from the county suggesting how she could attach the home, they might be able to approve that. John Batty asked how much of her property was in the town limits. Mary Crase went over the map with the board to show them how much of her property was in the town limits. Crase said it’s literally about 80 square feet. Mary Crase said the papers she got from the county say it’s a guest house. Councilor Williams said that’s what it might say, but it’s not. The well is her best option.

Mary Crase asked if she found a way to attach it to the house, if we would approve the will serve letter. Councilor Jonsson said if that was the case it would be considered one water hookup for one house. Councilor Williams suggested that she put it on the end of her current house. Crase said that wouldn’t work because of the driveway. She explained there wasn’t enough space to do that and have access to the back of her property. The board went over her plot map and gave her some suggestions on where else she could put the additional home.
Heidi Loveland asked if Crase found a way to attach the house and would need a building permit through the county, did the town board want to see the plans before approving the water will serve letter? The board said “Yes”. Mayor Gould said it’s always good to go through the Town Board first.

Mayor Gould asked for a motion to deny the water will serve letter. Councilor Jonsson motioned to deny the water will serve letter for Mary Crase. Councilor Shugart seconded the motion, all were in favor. Mary Crase said her name had been spelled wrong on the Town Board Agenda. Heidi Loveland said she would get that corrected.

8. NEW LOCKS ON TRANSFER STATION: Mayor Gould asked John Batty to fill everyone in on the new locks at the transfer station and why we needed those. John Batty said there is a lot of garbage being dumped at the transfer station that’s not town garbage. We are also getting a lot of construction garbage and waste, and tires. It’s getting dumped in there when the girls are off duty. Everybody seems to have a key (in town and Kanarra Cove). What I suggest is getting an American Lock which has stamped right on the key “Do Not Duplicate”. Mayor Gould said that sounded like a good idea. Batty said we could keep keys here at Town Hall that people could come and use (Patti, Heidi and David could each have one), the girls that work out there would have a key, etc.
Councilor Williams said he didn’t have a problem with it as long as the Kanarraville Town residents would have access to a key when they need one. Williams suggested that the board each have a key and Mayor Gould asked if she could have one for her ring as well.

Councilor Williams said the other thing that could be done is buy another set of locks/keys to use for a while, then just rotate the old ones back through and keep rotating them around. Williams said it is handy for the residents in town to have their own key so they can go after hours, or on Sundays. Mayor Gould said she has used hers after hours as well.
John Batty said people have even dumped old four wheelers with the tires on them in the metal pile.

Councilor Williams said that another problem is that if people don’t have access to the transfer station, they will dump things across the street – that’s what happened before. Councilor Jonsson verified with Tom Talbot that there had been several times in the past that garbage had been dumped at the gate and had to be cleaned up.

Mayor Gould asked the board how they wanted to handle it. Councilor Williams said he would suggest going with changing the locks and getting new keys made for everyone, then cycling back to the old locks in a couple of months.

John Batty asked how they felt about the “Do Not Duplicate” keys. Councilor Williams said that those kinds of keys were expensive. He’s paid up to $50 a key for them in the past. John Batty suggested that we check into the pricing and see how much two locks and several keys would cost.

Councilor Shugart asked how long it had been since they started locking up the transfer station. John Batty responded September of 2018. Mayor Gould said that it was in 2017. The board verified that was the correct year. Councilor Shugart said that things have been good for almost 4 years. Councilor Williams said to just get normal locks and about 50 keys like before. Councilor Humes said that if we had keys that said “Do No Duplicate” then they wouldn’t be able to do that.
Councilor Jonsson was worried that if people are leaving garbage at the gates when the transfer station is closed, they will start dumping wherever we have it open, the ballfield, riding arena, etc.

Mayor Gould said that the immediate fix is to get new locks without “Do No Duplicate” keys, just regular keys and let it last 4 years – then fix it again…

Councilor Shugart asked if things were good for a while. John Batty said that it really only lasted a couple of months. Councilor Jonsson asked what the county did when they received tires, etc. in the garbage. John Batty said that they just bury them. Councilor Jonsson verified that if they catch tires in the garbage, they fine the town. John Batty said that was correct. People dumping garbage don’t pay any attention to the signs at the transfer station. He suggested new signs.
Councilor Williams asked John Batty if locking the dumpsters up was a lot better than not doing it. John Batty said “Yes”. Councilor Shugart said that before they were locked up Tom Talbot was down there constantly smashing them down. Batty said that they were back to that now. Talbot is out there every other day.
Councilor Jonsson suggested that after the fire station was put in, they could put a camera out there. Maybe that would help. But that won’t be for a while yet. Councilor Shugart agreed that the fire station and riding arena would help give a bigger presence down there.

Mayor Gould asked Councilor Humes for his thoughts. Councilor Humes suggested they try the “Do Not Duplicate” keys. Councilor Williams suggested we see how expensive those keys are and how many we could get.

Heidi Loveland asked if there was a price limit they wanted to stay under. Councilor Williams said that staying under the $500 limit would be great. Mayor Gould agreed. Councilor Jonsson suggested one lock and a dozen keys.

Mayor Gould asked for a motion to get new locks with the “Do Not Duplicate” keys. Councilor Williams made the motion, Councilor Humes seconded the motion, and all were in favor.

9. WATER METERS REPLACED: Mayor Gould asked John Batty to tell the board about the water meters that needed to be replaced. John Batty presented a list to the board of the 5 meters that needed replacing. John Batty said that he called on the price of the meters. He came back with $141.72 a piece. Another problem is besides the broken meters Raymond Prestwich’s has been broken for a long time and probably would have added up to a lot of money.
Mayor Gould said this was another thing we could add to our water conservation report – the replacement of these 5 broken meters.
John Batty asked if anyone knew if they could replace just the glass on the meter. Councilor Williams said he thought you had to replace the whole meter. All the new meters they were replacing at his work were the ones capable of the auto meter reads. He suggested if we replace the meters, we might as well replace them with that kind.

John Batty said there are other meters that you have a really hard time reading because they are so scratched up. Batty said that one of the previous meter readers had a stick they used to clean off the meter, and instead of closing the meter they were reaching down there and scrubbing it off with a little rag on the end of a stick and it scratched the glass so much that you can’t read it anymore. There are others that need to be replaced for that reason.

Councilor Williams suggested that when we do the auto meter reads, we replace a lot of these. John Batty said that after we replace all the old meters with the auto meter reads, we won’t need a meter reader anymore. Mayor Gould said this will be our top priory next year and that we still might need to spot check them every once in a while, to make sure there aren’t any leaks or problems developing.

Councilor Shugart asked Patti Morris if Robbie Masterson’s was an old meter. Morris said that it was an old meter and was restarted when they built the house. It kind of worked for a while, but doesn’t work anymore.
Councilor Williams told John Batty if he needs to replace a water meter, to go ahead and do it, he doesn’t even need to come before the town council.

Councilor Jonsson said to just replace them with what we will need for the auto reads. John Batty agreed and said he was pretty sure that’s all that was available right now any way.

Mayor Gould asked Councilor Jonsson if he was the one who suggested doing one section of radio read meters in town at a time. Councilor Jonsson said that if the radio reads were out of the town’s price range right now, the town could just replace Main Street south, then Main Street North, or Main Street and Center Street going northeast. Councilor Shugart said that if we replace the 5 on this list, that’s 5 less we will have to purchase in the future.

Mayor Gould asked for a motion to approve the new water meters. Councilor Jonsson made the motion, Councilor Humes seconded the motion, and all were in favor.

10. BLM CHANGE OF USE (RIDING ARENA) AND NEW PLAN: Heidi Loveland said that John Batty drew up a map as part of the Change of Use we need to submit to the BLM. The Town Board reviewed the map. Loveland asked the board if they were okay with this layout. The biggest thing would be taking out the fence along the trees on the south side. Councilor Jonsson asked if we want to leave the fence there to separate the riding arena from the ballfield. Councilor Williams and Mayor Gould both said they thought the layout looked fine. Loveland said they would leave the description in the letter to the BLM as basic as possible so we can add things along the way as needed without committing to them right now. The letter to the BLM needs to address where the arena would go, the parking areas, the water spicket for watering the horses, the materials needed, and a basic vault toilet with no electricity or plumbing. This would fulfill our requirements with the BLM. John Batty said there was already water close so that wouldn’t be a problem.
Councilor Humes asked if the ballfield was going away. Heidi Loveland said “No” that the map wasn’t drawn to scale. The board showed Humes where the row of trees was on the map, and they discussed the layout for a minute. Councilor Jonsson said during the site visit, we decided to move the arena ten feet and leave the fence where it was. John Batty agreed. Jonsson said the money you would save in materials, you would spend in labor moving the fence.

Councilor Williams made a motion to approve the Change of Use map for the BLM, Councilor Jonsson seconded the motion, all were in favor.

11. REDUCE SIZE OF TOWN BALLFIELD – WATER CONSERVATION EFFORTS: Mayor Gould said that we would like to reduce not the size of the ball field, but the size of the grass in the outfield and along the outside of the ball field. The ballfield is one of the town’s highest water users.
Councilor Williams suggested that the town make it like every other ball field and have gravel/clay on the infield, and grass in the outfield. He said that would get rid of half of the grass right there. Councilor Shugart agreed and said that it’s not used that much. Councilor Williams said that the infield grass is horrible and not that smooth – it’s kind of dangerous to have it that rough. Plus, if we do the ballfield like it’s supposed to be, we’d get more usage out of it.

Mayor Gould wanted to be clear on where we would be removing the grass. John Batty brought out the BLM map and the board reviewed where the grass would be removed and replaced with gravel/clay. Councilor Williams suggested that John Batty replicate how the ball fields were done in Cedar. John Batty said that it was a lot of grass. Councilor Williams said that was originally why they built the ballfield, was to use up the town water. Councilor Shugart said now the problem was they didn’t have enough water… John Batty said the well was down 10 feet, and the gallons per minute were down 10 gallons as well so we need to look at cutting back some water usage.

Councilor Jonsson asked John Batty where the Spring was at. John Batty replied that it was at 36 gallons a minute, it used to be 42. Councilor Williams suggested that we look at doing the ball field the way it should be by reducing the grass on the infield, then look at reducing the grass on the surrounding areas at the ballfield. We just need to make sure we have enough grass to accommodate the outfield. Mayor Gould suggested that they also keep some grass over by where the bleachers would be. Councilor Williams suggested to John Batty that he get the measurements from the Cedar City ballfields as the fence up there was on the same arch we would need for the outfield. Williams said that if we mirror what the ballfields are up in Cedar, we’d be getting rid of about 80% of the current grass. Councilor Humes asked if we would be leveling off the berm that’s out there. Councilor Williams said that the berm would probably be the end of the grass. John Batty said that when Keith was laying out the ballfield, he was using the measurements to where the berm is. It’s before the slope. Councilor Humes said then we could stop watering that part as well.
Councilor Williams said the gravel/clay material was fairly expensive. DeMille’s is the only one that supplies the material – he thinks they get it from Milford. It takes a lot of water to get it muddy. Councilor Humes asked if we were going to reconstruct the ball field, wouldn’t it make sense to stop watering altogether, then get prepared to level it off and get ready to go and replant some grass. Councilor Williams said that we would have to change the sprinklers.

Councilor Jonsson suggested that before tearing up the ballfield, get a quote to see how much it was going to cost to redo. He requested that they table the issue until they had more information on the costs of everything.

Councilor Humes offered to talk to Cedar City Parks and Recreation to see what we need to do to redesign the ball field. Councilor Williams said that would be a good idea.

Mayor Gould asked for a motion to table this matter until we had more information on the price of redesigning the ballfield. Councilor Shugart made a motion to table item #11 of the agenda – reducing the size of the town ball field until we had some pricing information, Councilor Jonsson seconded the motion, all were in favor.

12. FALLS MANAGEMENT PLAN: Mayor Gould asked Heidi Loveland to talk more about the Falls Management Plan. Heidi Loveland asked the board if they had a chance to read through the plan. Loveland wanted to draw the board’s attention to where it was laid out on the plan as the Town Board being the Advisory Board, and Loveland and John Batty working together with the Town Board as the Falls Management Team regarding decision making. The Plan’s purpose is to lay out how we plan on managing the Falls: Leaving No Trace, how much it will cost, how many people that will be allowed to hike in one day, no camping, basically everything we already have in place. The Falls Management Plan would just make it official and go back to covering our liability at the Falls hike.
Heidi Loveland also wanted to draw the board’s attention to SUU’s suggestions on page 6 of the work that needs to be done up the trail. There were several areas that were red flagged as placed that need work done to help preserve the trail and areas surrounding the trail. The first thing on that list is that we need to mark a main trail. We already have the markers so hopefully John Batty will be able to help with that. There is a problem with erosion and all the side trails people are taking because they don’t know where the main trail is. This is a project that will take some hours and time. Loveland said Bridget Eastep offered to talk to the BLM to see if they had any volunteers, we could borrow for a few days this Fall to work on this project.
Mayor Gould asked about the woman that came to speak to the board about revegetation and managing the canyon. Was that Briget Eastep? Heidi Loveland said that it was. She was the one that came up with all the suggestions of the areas that need work up the canyon. Mayor Gould would like to add a sign by where everyone is etching into the rocks or a $10,000 fine. Loveland said that SUU also offered to come up to the Falls to do a sign assessment. They would like to do that before we order any signs as mentioned in the last Town Board meeting. Loveland asked the board if they thought the Management Plan was laid out okay, or if they had any questions before voting on it.
The board agreed that it looked fine to them.

Councilor Jonsson asked how we would stop hikers from creating other trails up there – with signs? Heidi Loveland said that after we marked the main trail with signs, in the places where erosion or other trails had been created, we would need to loosen up the dirt, then bring in some big logs and branches to block those areas off, then put up signs which said, “Revegetation Area”. Loveland reminded the board that this would be a work in progress for several years. 

Mayor Gould asked for a motion to approve the Falls Management Plan. Councilor Humes made the motion, Councilor Shugart seconded it, and all were in favor.

13. MOVE KANARRAFALLS.COM AND KANARRAVILLE.ORG TO OWN SERVER: Jim Mercer told the board that he has a server that holds all the websites for his business including the Kanarra Falls website and town website. He’s to the point where he’s maxed out that server as his business is growing and he will need to add an additional server. There are two ways he can do it – it will need to be done either way. Mercer would like to get a second server and move the Kanarra Falls website (it’s the biggest) over which will free up space on his original server. The cost of the new server is $250 for three years on a special deal, then after 3 years it goes to full price which would be $250 a year. Jim Mercer asked the board if they would be willing to cover the cost of the second server. If so, he would reserve that server for only town related websites. There are a number of advantages to doing that. It speeds up the service and frees up some space to allow for testing and troubleshooting. However, if the board doesn’t want to cover the cost of the second server, I will have to put other websites on the second server instead of it being held exclusively for the town.
The board agreed that it was a good idea and that the $250 cost wasn’t too high. They would like to have the second server reserved for Kanarraville Town websites only.

Jim Mercer asked the board if they would be okay with adding the Kanarra Falls coalition website to that server as well.

Mayor Gould said that anything that had to do with Kanarraville would be fine.

Jim Mercer reminded the board that the town isn’t paying for the cost of this website, he was taking care of that, but it has the potential of being used in the future and is related to the town. Therefore, there would end up being 3 websites on that second server.

Mayor Gould asked for a motion to approve the second server. Councilor Williams made the motion, Councilor Humes seconded the motion, and all were in favor.
14. BUDGET, EXPENDITURES, AND FALLS REPORT: Councilor Shugart talked to Councilor Humes about the donation check to the Historical Society for their work on the 4th of July celebration. Councilor Humes told Councilor Shugart what the Historical Society had typically done in the past to help with the 4th, and what they did this year to help with the activities. Humes explained to Shugart that the 4th of July is their main fund-raiser for the year. The money from this donation would be coming from Councilor Humes Parks and Recreation budget.
Mayor Gould asked for a motion to approve the Budget and Expenditures for this month. Councilor Jonsson made the motion, Councilor Shugart seconded the motion, and all were in favor.

Mayor Gould asked the board if they had a chance to review the Falls Report. Councilor Shugart made a motion to approve the Falls Report, Councilor Jonsson seconded the motion, all were in favor.


DISCUSSION ITEMS

15. HAZARD MITIGATION UPDATED PLAN: Councilor Shugart read through most of the Updated Plan. He would like to print it off. One discrepancy he noticed was that Kanarraville’s main water source was the well and that we were planning on building a second one, but it didn’t say anything about the Spring. Councilor Shugart would like to have more time to proofread it and have Councilor Humes and Jeremy Severe read through it as well before it’s approved. Shugart believes it’s almost there, it just needs to be proof-read a little bit better. Heidi Loveland asked if he thought it would require a meeting, or just proof reading before sending it back. Councilor Shugart thought they could start with proofreading then go from there. He would like to make sure Tyler Allred has a copy as well. Loveland said he was included in the email and should have received that.
Mayor Gould asked if we had a timeline to when that would be done. Councilor Shugart said he thought they could have it done by next meeting.  Councilor Humes agreed but requested that he get a reminder before the next board meeting. Heidi Loveland said she could do that. Mayor Gould requested that this be put on the next Town Board Agenda as an action item.

16. TOWN BOARD REPORTS: Everyone congratulated Councilor Humes on a job well done with the 4th of July celebration this year. Heidi Loveland told Councilor Jonsson that she hadn’t received the water report for this month yet. Councilor Williams said he didn’t see anything about the water rates on this agenda and asked when we would be working on that. Heidi Loveland said that we needed to schedule a work meeting for that. She asked if the board would prefer Thursday, July 22, or the 29th. Most of the board members preferred the 29th for the work meeting. Heidi Loveland asked about the time of the meeting. Mayor Gould suggested 6 pm and the board agreed that would work. Councilor Shugart requested the link to play with the Excel document from Rural Water. Loveland said that she would forward that on so they board had a chance to play with it before the next meeting. Councilor Williams suggested they plan on presenting the new water rates before the town at a Public Meeting in August.
17. MAYOR’S REPORT: None.
18. NEW BUSINESS: Heidi Loveland said that she got a call from Cal at the title company. They had run into a snag regarding our 13-acre land purchase. It was scheduled to close on the 15th – next Thursday. However, he asked us to wait on that until a problem is fixed. He said the Larson’s sold the other piece of the property before the lot line adjustment was finalized which created 2 illegal lots. The people that bought it are on an illegal lot and the 13-acre piece we want to purchase is an illegal lot. Reed Erickson spoke to the other landowner and told them they needed to sign their Deed back to the Larson’s so they could complete the lot line adjustment, then resell it back to them. Cal recommended we not purchase it the way it is now because it’s not a legal lot. We need to wait until this has been fixed, then we should be okay to sign. Reed Erickson doesn’t see a problem with getting it fixed, because the other landowner can’t build on their lot either the way it currently is. As soon as Loveland hears back on that, we will schedule a meeting to go in and sign the closing documents. Loveland said she wasn’t sure if they would have all this fixed before the scheduled closing date, but she would keep the board informed.
Mayor Gould asked if Ben Batty was aware of this. Heidi Loveland responded that she had tried calling Ben, but hadn’t heard back from him yet.

Councilor Williams asked John Batty if the property was sold all the way over to Jay Rhodes property. John Batty said that’s what he heard.

Mayor Gould asked what was going to happen with the Spring Creek easement. Councilor Williams said that the BLM should give us an easement along that fence line, so we have access to the hike. He asked if that was the only access without going up the red hill? John Batty said that they have that way fenced off.

John Batty said that Dave Jacobsen with the BLM felt pretty strongly about the Spring Creek trailhead and potentially making improvements up there. Heidi Loveland said they had mentioned potentially making the property next to the new riding arena into additional parking for the Spring Creek hike and perhaps a picnic area. The board discussed a potential easement and some suggestions for the BLM.

19. CLOSED MEETING: Mayor Gould said there was an issue that needed to be discussed in a Closed Meeting. This issue involved one of the town employees and needed to be discussed privately due to some competence and performance issues.
Role Call for Closed Meeting:

Brandon Jonsson
Yes

Randy Williams

Yes

Betty Gould

Yes

Stoney Shugart

Yes

Mike Humes

Yes

After the Closed Meeting the regularly scheduled Town Board meeting reconvened at 9:20 pm.

20. ADJOURN: Mayor Gould asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilor Jonsson moved to adjourn the Town Board meeting. Councilor Humes seconded the motion, and all were in favor.
Meeting adjourned at approximately 9:25 pm.
Submitted by:

Heidi Loveland

Kanarraville Town Clerk

Town Board July 8, 2021

