

Page | 2
	
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 20, 2021
REGULAR MEETING / ELECTRONIC MEETING – 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Melani Torgersen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Guy Graham, 
Marlene Stowe, Dan’l Lindsay, Lenza Wilson, City Attorney Barry Huntington and 
City Recorder Stephanie Steed. Council member Chad Lyman was excused. 

Also present were Leslie Venuti, Lawrence Barnes, Terence Tontlewicz, Dan Reeder, 
Bob Hartman, Mark Hillam, Paula McNeill and Julie Brugger.  

Denise Olsen joined electronically.

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk10560380]Council member Stowe made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Wilson, Lindsay and Graham voting aye. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF JULY 6, 2021 MEETING
Council member Wilson made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 6, 2021 meeting as written. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lindsay, Stowe and Graham voting aye. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
LAWRENCE BARNES
Mr. Barnes said Escalante City was designated a National Historical District (NHD) in 2013.  
Mr. Barnes said the book he and Mr. Roundy wrote complies with the Escalante Story. 
Mr. Barnes explained after Escalante City was designated a NHD they had maps put together 
for a walking tour of the historic homes in Escalante. Mr. Barnes said last week there was a meeting discussing Escalante City Historical District with Council member Stowe, himself and about eight property owners. Mr. Barnes said he has purchased plaques that will be attached to the historical buildings to help identify them. 

MARK HILLAM 
Mr. Hillam said last week the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) came to Escalante to meet with a group of people about becoming a Certified Local Government. Mr. Hillam said there are one hundred twenty-five historic buildings in Escalante. Mr. Hillam said if Escalante becomes a Certified Local Government there are grants available to fix up these historic buildings. Mr. Hillam explained the grants require a 50/50 match of local funds or donated services and a limit to a maximum of $10,000.00. Mr. Hillam said there are over ninety-nine municipalities that are Certified Local Governments. Mr. Hillam said if there are any questions, he is willing to help. 

BOB HARTMAN
Mr. Hartman said he is here as a board member of the Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Hartman 
said striping of the City Streets is on the agenda tonight for the City Council discussion. 
Mr. Hartman said the Chamber of Commerce did a survey with the businesses on Main Street asking how they would like the striping of Main Street. Mr. Hartman said the Chamber of Commerce would like to be part of the discussion. 

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
BOB MECHELS – MOBILE HOME, COVERED PATIO, STORAGE SHED, DRIVEWAY - 560 S 100 W - RR-1 
[bookmark: _Hlk77689513][bookmark: _Hlk77693446]Council member Stowe explained this project. Council member Stowe said Planning and Zoning required Mr. Mechels to change the setback from the tiny home to the covered patio from seven feet to ten feet. Council member Stowe said with the setback change Planning and Zoning has recommended this project for approval. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the Municipal Project Approval Form for Mr. Mechels. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Graham, Lindsay and Stowe voting aye. 

DAN REEDER – MOQUI STORAGE ADDITION OF STORAGE UNITS – 465 W 100 S RR-1-20
Council member Stowe explained this project. Council member Stowe said this project meets 
all requirements and Planning and Zoning has recommended this project for approval. 
Council member Wilson made a motion to approve the Municipal Project Approval Form for Mr. Reeder. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lindsay, Wilson and Graham voting aye. 

JOSEPH AND SUZANNE CATLETT – SINGLE PARCEL SPLIT – 490 S 200 E – RR-1
Council member Stowe explained this project. Council member Stowe said this project meets all requirements and Planning and Zoning has recommended this project for approval. Council member Stowe said Mr. and Mrs. Catlett are aware the lot can only be split every five years and the water meter has to stay with the existing home. Council member Wilson asked what the new parcel size will be. Council member Stowe said it will be a half of an acre and it meets all the requirements. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the Municipal Project Approval Form for Mr. and Mrs. Catlett. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Stowe, Graham and Lindsay voting aye.   

Council member Stowe said the Planning and Zoning Commission is working on the Ordinances and she will keep the Council updated. 

SCHEDULED ITEMS
BOB MECHELS – WATER METER
City Recorder Steed said this water meter goes with Mr. Mechels project above. 
Council member Graham made a motion to approve a water meter for Mr. Mechels as long as he builds within a year. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Graham, Lindsay and Wilson voting aye. 

APPOINT CITY TREASURER
City Recorder Steed explained Megan Haws will need to be appointed as the City Treasurer as per Utah State Code 10-3-916 (a).  Council member Wilson made a motion to appoint
Megan Haws as the City Treasurer. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. 
Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Graham, Lindsay and Stowe voting aye. 

MAIN STREET RESTRIPING
Council member Lindsay explained the City has been contacted again by the Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) of possible restriping the layout of Escalante City’s Main Street. Council member Lindsay said Robert Dowell with UDOT sent three options (attached). Council member Lindsay said there are a lot of people in town that have an opinion on this item, so his suggestion is to think about it and ask the community what they want. Council member Lindsay said first and foremost is safety. Council member Lindsay said he has been approached by numerous people asking about crosswalks. Council member Lindsay said Mr. Dowell said UDOT has done studies on crosswalks, and he would advise against them. Council member Lindsay explained Mr. Dowell said when there is a crosswalk more pedestrians get hit by a vehicle because they start walking and do not pay attention to the traffic. Mayor Torgersen asked if this project will be in 2022 or 2023. Council member Lindsay said he will find out what year it will be done. Mayor Torgersen said her opinion is going to three lanes will slow the traffic down. Mayor Torgersen said Mr. Dowell feels people are using Escalante as a passing zone due to the highway going from two lanes outside of town to four lanes inside town. Mayor Torgersen said her biggest concern is slowing the traffic down for safety. Council member Wilson said he has asked people in town what they would like. Council member Wilson said his impression is people want to try three lanes and see how it works. Council member Lindsay explained if we decide to change the striping and do not like it after a year, we can petition UDOT to change it back.  Council member Lindsay said his suggestion is to table this item until the next meeting and take the opportunity to hear what the people want. This item was discussed at length. Council member Lindsay made a motion to table this item until the next City Council meeting. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lindsay, Stowe and Graham voting aye. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
The Administrative Department had nothing to report at this time. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Fire Department was not present at said meeting.

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen said the 24th of July celebration will include the Kids Rodeo and Dance Friday night and the Parade, Carnival, Rodeo and Fireworks on Saturday.  

COUNCIL MEMBER CHAD LYMAN
Council member Lyman was not present at said meeting.      
 
COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson said he has been weeding and picking up trash at the Airport.

Council member Wilson said he has replaced the lights on the doors at the Fire Station.   

Council member Wilson said he appreciates the public works employees. Council member Wilson said he was digging and hit a waterline after hours. Council member Wilson said he contacted the employees, and they came right out and helped fix the waterline.
 
COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham had nothing to report at this time.     

COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe said she would like to thank the public works employees for all their hard work around town. Council member Stowe explained the public works employees have been weeding, mowing lawns and mowing the streets. 

COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay had nothing to report at this time. 

UNPAID BILLS
Council member Wilson made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lindsay, Wilson and Graham voting aye. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no executive session needed at this time. 

Council member Lindsay made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:35 p.m.
Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor.




_________________________________________Stephanie Steed, CMC
City Recorder
Date minutes approved: 08/03/2021





