WALES TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
6 July 2021
HELD IN THE WALES TOWN HALL
                                                                            Meeting commenced at 7:00 PM
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Nathan Mitchell; Councilmen Brice Roberts, Ron Thompson and Dale White; Water Superintendent Wendle Roberts; Fire Chief James Roberts; Town Clerk Velva Lee Sherman. Councilman Jared Brotherson was not in attendance.
Residents in attendance:  approx. 20
Others in attendance:  Karl Larsen of the USDA (Note: USDA provided the grant for the replacement well project.)
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRAYER:  Lee Fox
BUSINESS:  
1. All town council members had a copy of page one of Wales Town Ordinance 2020-01, an ordinance establishing and regulating the water department (see attached). It was proposed to update the ordinance with the addition of one line at the end of section number four as follows:  "No connection to the Wales Town water system shall be allowed outside of the town limits." Councilman Thompson made the motion to accept the update to the Wales Town Ordinance No, 2020-01. Councilman Roberts seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous vote in favor by those present.
2. The discussion concerning a pay adjustment for Wales Town Water Superintendent Wendle Roberts was again tabled.  Conflict of interest issues with Mayor Mitchell and Councilman Roberts, along with the absence of Councilman Brotherson, left only two council members to vote on the proposal. (Note:  A quorum of at least three members is required for a vote to be taken on any matter.) 
3. Mayor Mitchell asked Planning & Zoning Chairman Lee Fox if he had found the document he had talked about in the June meeting that required the Town Council to vote on any matter presented to them by the committee. Mr. Fox said that he had, but he did not have a copy of said document, and referred the council to the Utah State Code, Title 10. (Note:  As noted in the June Town Council minutes, Title 10 contains no language requiring a "vote" by the Town Council on matters presented by the Planning & Zoning Committee.) The matter of a 90-day building moratorium, suggested by the Wales Town Planning & Zoning Committee in the town council meeting held in May, was the topic of a prolonged discussion. Councilman White asked Chairman Fox if any more building permits, requiring a water connection, had been received since the last council meeting; the basic answer was 'no'. Councilman Roberts shared some research he had done prior to the meeting, saying that with the new SCADA system up and running, he and Water Superintendent Wendle Roberts had been able to put together some figures, for the month of June, that might help guide decisions needing to be made. He said that the north well and the spring were currently delivering approximately 3,000 gallons per hour to the water tanks, equaling a conservative estimate of 72,000 gallons per day. He continued with the information that, even with the earlier water restrictions, introduced the first part of April (see attached), residents had been using approximately 90,000 - 100,000 gallons of water per day. He noted that not all residents were in compliance with the posted water restrictions. This had required the present, more stringent water restrictions (see attached). He also commented that the bulk of that water was going for outside irrigation purposes, as the spring alone was able to provide most, if not all, of the water required during winter months. He went on to say that those figures translated to 18,000 gallons of water, per month, available for each water connection. He maintained that this rate of water use would also allow the tanks to stay full, as required for emergencies. Councilman Roberts remarked that Wales Town has the lowest water rates in the valley, also speaking briefly about high fines imposed by neighboring municipalities on residents who did not follow water restrictions. Karl Larsen, of the USDA, pointed out that 18,000 gallons per month per connection was less than 800 gallons per day, not keeping up with the "state standard for indoor use of 800 gallons a day". Comments and questions were voiced by residents Staci Taylor, Ron Lamb, Lee Fox, James Roberts, Byron Davis and Tom Davis. Ron Lamb specifically urged the council to raise overage rates on water usage. Mr. Larsen again entered the discussion with comments about having analyzed the town's financials and not seeing a "short-lived asset account" to deal with ordinary breakdowns and obsolescence; thus everything that happened was an emergency. He concluded that the town had not been charging enough for water or it would not be in its present situation. After a good deal more discussion, 
     The consensus was that the council did not really have enough information to warrant the 
moratorium. Councilman Thompson made the motion to table the 90-day moratorium on 
building, proposed by the Wales Town Planning & Zoning Committee in the May 
meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman Roberts and passed with a unanimous 
vote in favor by those present. Following more discussion concerning water rates, with 
substantial input from Water Superintendent Wendle Roberts and Councilman White, 
Councilman Roberts made a motion to increase the 4th tier water rate from $2.25 per 
1,000 gallons from 50,001 gallons and up, to $5.00 per 1,000 gallons from 50,001 gallons 
and up (see attached). This rate was to be in effect for billings from 1 July 2021 through 
30 September 2021. The motion was seconded by Councilman Thompson and passed 
with a 
unanimous vote in favor by those present.
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:  


 Lee Fox, concerning appointment of new secretary for Wales Town Planning & Zoning Committee
Mr. Fox indicated that he had received no applications for the position of secretary, left open by the resignation of Velva Lee Sherman. He then submitted his own name. Upon questioning he said that he did not want to be paid for serving as secretary to the committee. Councilman White made the motion to appoint Lee Fox as the secretary of the Wales Town Planning & Zoning Committee. The motion was seconded by Councilman Thompson and accepted with a unanimous vote in favor by those present.

MINUTES:  
Councilman Roberts made a motion to accept the minutes of the 1 June 2021 Town Council meeting as written; Councilman White seconded the motion. The motion carried with a unanimous vote in favor by those present.
Councilman Roberts made a motion to accept the minutes of the public budget hearing held 22 June 2021 as written; Councilman White seconded the motion and it carried with a unanimous vote in favor by those present. 
INVOICES: 
The June 2021 invoices were read by the town clerk. Councilman Thompson made the motion to approve payment and Councilman White seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous, by those present, to have the invoices paid.
REPORTS:
· Fire Chief:  James Roberts reported that the heaters and duct work were in the process of being installed in the new fire station and that the cabinets would be coming shortly. Upon questioning, he did not have a date for the completion of the building. He did mention that the fire department wanted to have an open house at that time. It was quickly decided that leftover food and soft drinks from the Welsh Days celebration would be saved and donated to the fire department for the open house. Mr. Roberts went on to report that 22 volunteer fire fighters had just received their red cards. He also informed council members that it was quite lucrative to send out fire trucks to surrounding areas and states, to help with wild fires, and doing so could bring in extra monies to expedite the pay-off of the loan for the fire station. He indicated that this was an option the fire department would consider following the 24th of July state celebrations. He closed his report by mentioning the fact that the department had developed a "great brotherhood" with the Moroni and Fountain Green fire departments.
· Water:  Wendle Roberts reported water revenue for June in the amount of $6,845.23; May was $5,504,40. Income from connection fees was $2,300.00 for June.
· Parks:  Councilman Thompson reported that he and Councilman White were switching responsibilities. Moving forward, he will again take over the cemetery and Councilman White will assume duties having to do with the park.
· Roads:  Councilman Roberts reported that Peckham Asphalt Paving was lined up to do some road repairs in the next month or so. He also mentioned that Ben Chatwin had been out of town a lot but was still doing mowing and spraying when in Wales. He  commented that he hadn't heard from Mrs. Chatwin for about six weeks, so he assumed the traffic situation on 200 East, by her house, must have quieted down.
· Cemetery:  Councilman White mentioned the recent burial for resident Rex Christensen. He also informed council members that the new mower he had purchased recently for the cemetery was going to be moved down to the park and the older park mower was going to go to the cemetery. 
· Mayor:  Mayor Mitchell directed the attention of council members to their copies of the water tank inspection reports from Rubicon Applied Divers (see attached.) The work, completed in May, showed both tanks to be in good condition. Also, Water Superintendent Wendle Roberts pointed out that the divers had found 1/2" or less of sediment to clean out, even though the tanks had not been cleaned previously. He said that it is recommended to have this cleaning/inspecting process done every five to six years.                                                                                                             


       The mayor also discussed the on-going problem with the front of the town hall 

       building. He had been trying to get bids on repair work, but with little luck. He 
  
       reported that most of the contractors he had contacted were eight months or more out 
       and didn't have time to even come and look at it. There was some concern that the 
  
       building might be hazardous to the public and Wendle Roberts agreed to put up 

       "Caution" tape across the front.

       Mayor Mitchell also reported that he was to meet with Sunrise Engineering, on the 
 
       replacement well, at 7:00 PM on Thursday, 8 July, and invited all council members 
 
       to attend. Next he mentioned that the town was still looking into a sound system for 
 
       council meetings, but the project had turned out to be more expensive than expected. 
 
       Finally, he again asked Byron Davis for the names to be added to the Veterans' 
 
       Memorial, as he had never heard back on the subject from Mr. Davis. (Note:  Mr. 
 
       Davis had asked about having names added to the memorial in a town council 
 
       meeting held last year, and had been asked at that time, by Mayor Mitchell, to 
 
       provide a list of names to the town council.) The mayor said the town would add the 
  
       names, and specifically mentioned that he wanted Darrell Stauffer's name on the 
 
       memorial. (Note:  Wales resident, Fredrick Darrell Stauffer, was a Pearl Harbor 

       survivor from WWII who passed away in December of 2020.)
Councilman Thompson made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman White, with a unanimous vote in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM
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