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DUCHESNE COUNTY WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

August 17, 2009


Minutes of the regular meeting of the Duchesne County Water Conservancy District (DCWCD) Board held at the Central Utah Water Conservancy District, 766 North Center Street, Duchesne, Utah, for the purpose of conducting business as posted on the agenda.


PRESENT:  Board Members: Craig Thomas, Vice-Chairman; Brad Hancock, Moreen Henderson, Keith Mortensen, Art Taylor, Craig Thomas, Max Warren.  General Manager:  Randy Crozier.  Admin. Asst.:  Adrienne Marett.  Excused Absence:  Lynn Burton, Chairman, Dex Winterton, Asst. Manager.  General Public: Lars J. Powell, Cedarview/Montwell Special Service District; Lee Moon, Clinton Moon, East Duchesne Water District; Lanny W. Ross,  Bruce Dart, Dallas Murray, Jerry Thacker, Johnson Water District; and Kathleen Cooper, Myton City.

CALL TO ORDER:


Vice-Chairman Craig Thomas called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. and thanked everyone for their attendance.  Mr. Thomas reported that Chairman Lynn Burton was unable to attend today’s meeting and had asked to be excused.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT:


Vice-Chairman Craig Thomas stated that the Executive Committee had prepared the agenda for this meeting on August 3, 2009, then turned the time over to DCWCD General Manager Randy Crozier.

MINUTES:


The DCWCD Board reviewed the minutes of the regular board meeting and budget hearings held on June 15, 2009.  Mr. Max Warren made a motion to accept the minutes.  Mr. Art Taylor seconded the motion.  All board members present voted in favor and the motion passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:


At this time DCWCD board meeting was opened up for public comments.  The public in attendance indicated that as they were all representatives of various water districts within Duchesne County and their comments were specific to culinary issues and the Highway 40 Pipeline project they would present their comments during that portion of the meeting.

HIGHWAY 40 PIPELINE PROJECT & CULINARY WATER ISSUES:


Mr. Crozier reported that he had met with Mr. Brad Shafer from Senator Bennett’s office and Mr. Scott Stoddard from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and toured the various areas that had applied for culinary water funding.  Mr. Crozier stated that Mr. Shafer felt that if Senator Bennett was successful in getting the current funding 
ceiling raised to $100 million, it might be possible to provide funding assistance for the Highway 40 pipeline project, the Roosevelt City secondary system, and the Cedarview/Montwell project.  If the funding took place, it would be a 75/25% cost-match with the individual entities providing the 25% cost-share.


Mr. Crozier welcomed representatives from the East Duchesne Water District, Johnson Water District, Cedarview/Montwell Special Service District, and Myton City and turned the time over to Mr. Dallas Murray, Board Chairman, Johnson Water District, as spokesperson.  Mr. Murray stated that their entities had some concerns that had arisen during the last Highway 40 Pipeline planning meeting that they wished to have addressed and clarified.


Mr. Murray stated that the culinary districts present at today’s meeting had a question in regard to some of the financing information that had been presented by the firm of Lewis, Young, Robertson & Burningham (LYRB) at the last Highway 40 meeting and briefly discussed it. 


Mr. Crozier stated that he had been involved with the High Mountain Lakes project all summer and so was unable to attend the recent Highway 40 meetings but would look into the financial analysis information that LYRB had presented and if corrections or clarifications were needed, it would be taken care of.


Mr. Murray also stated that Newfield Production Company had been a customer of Johnson Water District for many years and Johnson Water District would like to request that a representative of Johnson Water be invited to participate in any meeting with Newfield held by DCWCD in regard to water issues.  Mr. Murray also expressed that Johnson Water District had felt that DCWCD’s lease of Green River water to Newfield had possibly impacted the revenue of the Johnson Water District.


Mr. Crozier expressed that it had never been the intent of DCWCD to compete with the sale of water by other entities, but merely to utilize the Green River water that had been allocated to Duchesne County, and hoped that all entities could continue to work together to further the Highway 40 Project. 


Vice-Chairman Thomas thanked the culinary representatives for their attendance at today’s meeting and they left the meeting at this time.

DUCHESNE/STRAWBERRY RIVER DIVERSIONS:


Mr. Crozier reported that DCWCD was working with the Utah Reclamation Mitigation & Conservation Commission (URMCC) and moving forward on obtaining the needed stream alteration permits in order to rehabilitate the Turnbow, New Tabby, and Jasper Pike Diversions this fall.  DCWCD would prepare the permit applications then the applicable irrigation companies would be responsible for getting the applications signed and submitted, along with the $100.00 fee per application.

CANAL LINING PROJECT (PHASE II):


Mr. Crozier reported to the DCWCD Board in regard to the Duchesne County Colorado River Salinity Control Project (Phase II) that the right-of-way for the T.N. Dodd portion of the project was still being worked on.

UBRP - 203:


Mr. Crozier reported, in regard to the 203 Project, that the system was functioning very well.  Mr. Crozier also reported that DCWCD had received the 203 contract for the coming fiscal year from the Central Utah Water Conservancy District (CUWCD).


Mr. Keith Mortensen made a motion that the DCWCD Board of Directors ratify the FY 2009-2010 203 contract with CUWCD.  The contract stated that CUWCD would provide a $40,000.00 grant to DCWCD for work related to the Big Sand Wash Reservoir 203 project.  Mr. Art Taylor seconded the motion.  All board members present voted in favor and the motion passed unanimously.

GREEN RIVER FILINGS:


Mr. Crozier stated that DCWCD had submitted comments on the proposed Aaron Million project to remove water from the upper reaches of the Green River and pipe it to Colorado’s Front Range.  Mr. Crozier reported that a number of entities were opposed to the project and that the Governor of Wyoming had recently written a strong letter in opposition to the project.  Ms. Marett would be mailing a copy of the Wyoming governor’s letter out to each of the Board for their information.

HIGH MOUNTAIN LAKES (HML) STABILIZATION - LAKE FORK/YELLOWSTONE DRAINAGES:


Mr. Crozier reported that final inspections had been completed on Bluebell, Drift, Five-Point, and Superior Lakes, with the final inspection still pending on Kidney Lake.  Mr. Crozier stated that he would have to go back into the High Uintas to assist when the equipment, tools, etc. were flown out from the work sites to the original staging area at Mill Park, then he would be involved for several days as loads were trucked out of Mill Park.

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION (BOR) RIVER HEADING AUTOMATION / RWTA:


Mr. Crozier reported that notification had been officially received from BOR that the “Water Marketing and Efficiency” grant application submitted for the Duchesne River titled “Duchesne River Basin Water Management and Monitoring” had not been funded.  (This program was previously known as the “Water 2025" Challenge grant.)  


Mr. Crozier reported that Mr. Dex Winterton was continuing to work on river automation heading work with the BOR staff and was attending a meeting today in Emery County with the Rural Water Technology Alliance staff and the RWTA Washington D.C. lobbyist.

STARVATION RESERVOIR - 3,000 ACRE-FEET PROJECT WATER:


Mr. Crozier briefly discussed that there might be a little Block “1B” water become available in the fall due to several individuals not renewing BLM leases or other similar situations.

SAND WASH TEMPORARY AG AND M&I WATER DISTRIBUTION:


Mr. Crozier reported that the applicable irrigation companies had been notified of their 2009 temporary water allocations and the water would be delivered soon to those applicants.

MOON LAKE ENLARGEMENT:


Mr. Crozier stated that as Chairman Lynn Burton was unable to attend today’s meeting the discussion on the possible Moon Lake enlargement would be tabled until next month’s meeting so Chairman Burton could participate in the discussion.

SALINITY FORUM WORKGROUP LUNCHEON SPONSORSHIP:


Mr. Crozier reported that the Colorado River Salinity Forum workgroup would be touring the Wyoming salinity area on Sept. 2, 2009 and touring the Uintah County and Duchesne County salinity areas on Thursday, Sept. 3, 2009.  Mr. Crozier stated that the District had been approached about providing a luncheon for the dignitaries on Sept. 3, 2009.  Mr. Crozier stated that the Soil Conservation District would also assist in making arrangements for the luncheon.


Mr. Art Taylor made a motion that DCWCD assist in providing a luncheon for the Colorado Salinity Forum workgroup on Sept. 3, 2009.  Mr. Keith Mortensen seconded the motion.  All board members present voted in favor and the motion passed unanimously.  

VOUCHERS:


Mr. Crozier turned the time over to Ms. Marett to review the vouchers with the DCWCD Board.


After the vouchers were reviewed, Mr. Max Warren made a motion to approve the vouchers.  Mr. Brad Hancock seconded the motion.  All board members present voted in favor and the motion passed unanimously.

DATE OF NEXT WORK SESSION & REGULAR BOARD MEETING:


Vice-Chairman Thomas reminded the DCWCD Board that the next scheduled board meeting would be held on September 14, 2009 at the Roosevelt City Municipal Building with work session beginning at 10:00 a.m. and the regular session board meeting beginning at 1:00 p.m., and the LBA board meeting at 2:30 p.m.

MANAGER’S REPORT / OTHER BUSINESS:


Mr. Crozier stated that he did not have any other items to report on. 


Vice-Chairman Thomas inquired if there was any other information to be presented.  Ms. Moreen Henderson stated that it was her understanding that there would be a TMDL meeting in regard to the Parriette Wash study held on October 15th.  The location of the meeting hadn’t been finalized yet. 

ADJOURNMENT:


Vice-Chairman Thomas stated that as there was no other business to be discussed he would entertain a motion for adjournment.  Mr. Max Warren made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:39 p.m.

______________________________                ___________________________

       Craig Thomas, Vice-Chairman                      Adrienne S. Marett, Admin. Asst.

