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ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 6, 2021
REGULAR MEETING / ELECTRONIC MEETING – 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Melani Torgersen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Guy Graham, 
Marlene Stowe, Lenza Wilson, Chad Lyman, City Attorney Barry Huntington and 
City Recorder Stephanie Steed. Council member Dan’l Lindsay was excused.   

Also present were Terence Tontlewicz, Karen Simmons, Scott Alvear, Thomas Alvear, 
Jared Alvear, Jenny Evans, Julie Brugger, Tempe Jenkins and Garfield County Sheriff 
Danny Perkins.

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk10560380]Council member Graham made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lyman, Wilson, Lindsay and Graham voting aye. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF JUNE 15, 2021 MEETING
Council member Wilson said Lawrence Barnes name is spelled incorrectly on the first page. 
Council member Wilson made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 15, 2021 meeting with changes discussed above. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lyman, Stowe and Graham voting aye. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments at this time. 

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
TEMPE JENKINS – BACK PORCH – 475 S 95 W - RR-1
Council member Stowe explained this project. This project meets all requirements and Planning and Zoning has recommended it for approval. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the Municipal Project Approval Form for Mrs. Jenkins. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Wilson, Stowe and Graham voting aye.   

JENNY EVANS – ADU – 1330 E 900 S – A-5
Council member Stowe explained this project. Council member Stowe explained this is a non-conforming parcel due to the size not complying with the Planning and Zoning requirements.  Council member Stowe read the Planning and Zoning Ordinance chapter 10.010.030 (attached). Council member Stowe said with the housing shortage in this area and the State requiring Municipalities to allow Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU’s) the Planning and Zoning recommends this project to the City Council for approval. Mayor Torgersen said with the ADU it cannot be rented out on a nightly basis. Ms. Evans said she only wants a long-term rental. This item was discussed at length. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the ADU for Ms. Evans. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Stowe, Wilson and Graham voting aye. 

SCHEDULED ITEMS
GARFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF DANNY PERKINS – UPDATE
Sheriff Perkins said there are a lot of people in the County. Sheriff Perkins said he really appreciates his deputies and all their help. Sheriff Perkins said the Search and Rescue in the Escalante Area has slowed down. Sheriff Perkins said they had to call in the helicopter to rescue some people down the Escalante River due to flooding.  Sheriff Perkins explained the State is working on getting a helicopter in Southern Utah.

Sheriff Perkins said one of his deputies pulls over a lot of cars for speeding through Escalante. Sheriff Perkins explained most speeding tickets are tourists that will never come through here again, so it does not help slow down the traffic. 

Council member Stowe said there is a 10:00 curfew in Escalante but the kids are at the City Park after curfew. Council member Stowe explained her concern is the vandalism. Council member Stowe asked Sheriff Perkins if he will ask his deputies to patrol the park when they are out. 

ESCALANTE CANYONS ART FESTIVAL – USE OF PARK, STREET CLOSURE AND DONATION – SEPTEMBER 21-26, 2021
Karen Simmons said she is here on behalf of the Escalante Canyons Art Festival. Mrs. Simmons gave the Council a map of the City Park and the ideas they have for the Escalante Canyons Art Festival. Mrs. Simmons said they are not planning to do any indoor events this year. Mrs. Simmons asked for the use of the City Park for the Escalante Canyons Art Festival. Mrs. Simmons explained they will be renting tents from Saint George to put up in the park. Mrs. Simmons said they would also like permission to close 100 West from Center Street to the driveway of the home located on 100 West. Council member Wilson said there cannot be an issue with people parking in front of the Fire Station. Mayor Torgersen said she will have Terry Olsen put up cones to block off the parking. Council member Lyman asked if the tents will be up for a week. Mrs. Simmons said from September 21 to September 27. Mrs. Simmons explained the Festival starts a week before for the artists to sign in and do their paintings. Mrs. Simmons said the Artists will turn in their paintings on September 21.  Mayor Torgersen said the Arts Festival can use the new Multi-Purpose Building for the Artist registration. Mrs. Simmons said they would also like to ask for a donation. Council member Lyman asked how long the Escalante Canyons Art Festival has been established. Mrs. Simmons said seventeen years. Council member Lyman asked if they are registered as a non-profit organization. Mrs. Simmons said they are. Council member Lyman asked what their budget is. Mrs. Simmons said it is around $80,000.00. This item was discussed at length. Council member Wilson made a motion to allow the Escalante Canyons Art Festival to use the park, close 100 N from Center Street to 100 West, donate $1,000.00 and wave all the building fees. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Graham, Lyman and Wilson voting aye. 


GARFIELD MEMORIAL HEALTH CARE FOUNDATION – DONATION
Mayor Torgersen explained in the past the City has sponsored a table for the Garfield Memorial Health Care Foundation Dinner. Mayor Torgersen said a table is eight dinner tickets for $750.00. Council member Stowe made a motion to sponsor a table for $750.00 for the Garfield Memorial Health Care Foundation Dinner. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Graham, Lyman and Stowe voting aye. 

FEMA – RFQ
City Recorder Steed explained the RFQ. Mayor Torgersen said the City will need to choose an engineer to help with the FEMA Grant. City Recorder Steed explained the City received three RFQ’s. The Council reviewed the RFQ’s submitted. Council member Graham said Richard B. White, PE, PLLC is his first choice because he has worked for Escalante City as an engineer for twenty plus years and he knows our system. Mayor Torgersen said her first choice would also be Richard B. White, PE, PLLC then Jones and DeMille Engineering then Sunrise Engineering. Council member Wilson said his first choice is Richard B. White, PE, PLLC then Sunrise Engineering then Jones and DeMille Engineering.  Council member Stowe said her first choice is Richard B. White, PE, PLLC, Jones and DeMille Engineering then Sunrise Engineering. Council member Wilson made a motion to select Richard B. White, PE, PLLC as the City Engineer for FEMA related items. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Stowe, Wilson and Lyman voting aye. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
City Recorder Steed said the Budget and Financial Reports are available for review. 

City Recorder Steed explained the America Rescue Plan Grants and the Airport Cares Act Grants. 

City Recorder Steed said the City received a $1,500.00 Grant as part of the 125-year celebration of Utah’s Statehood (THRIVE125).


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Fire Department was not present at said meeting. 

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen said Victory Crawford contacted her about doing a July 4th celebration in the Park. Mayor Torgersen said there was a potluck dinner in the park and a program following. Mayor Torgersen said the celebration was a success and she thanked Mrs. Crawford for putting it together. Mayor Torgersen said there was also a cornhole tournament during the day put on by the Escalante Riding Club.  
COUNCIL MEMBER CHAD LYMAN
Council member Lyman said Twin D was here and cleaned out and videoed the sewer lines. Council member Lyman said they did not find any big problems. Council member Lyman said Twin D will send a video to the City to review what they found.      
 
COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson said he has ordered paint for the concrete markers out to the Airport.

Council member Wilson said he will try to get the Webcams installed at the Airport. 

Council member Wilson asked who pays for minor maintenance at the Dental Clinic. City Recorder Steed said Wayne Community Health Clinic rents the facility and has paid for minor maintenance in the past. 

Council member Wilson said the last rainstorm washed more gravel out on the water tank road. Council member Wilson said he feels the City can put culverts on it to build it up a little bit. 
Council member Wilson said he has been talking with Council member Lindsay about this issue. 

COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham had nothing to report at this time.     

 COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe said she would like to review the rental agreement the City has with the Wayne Community Health Clinic. Council member Stowe said the letters on the new Clinic are falling off.  

Council member Stowe said she knows the public works employees have been busy, but she is a little nervous when there are weeds around the City Buildings. Mayor Torgersen said she will talk to the employees about weeding in the next staff meeting.  

Council member Stowe said she is concerned about the darkness in the park. Council member Wilson said he will look at some lighting ideas with Council member Stowe. 

COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay was not present at said meeting. 

UNPAID BILLS
Council member Stowe made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Stowe, Wilson and Graham voting aye. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Council member Graham made a motion to go into executive session at 6:57 p.m. for a strategy session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Stowe, Graham and Lyman voting aye. Present in the executive session were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Graham, Stowe, Lyman, Wilson, City Attorney Huntington and 
City Recorder Steed.  

Council member Wilson made a motion to come out of executive session back into regular session at 7:12 p.m.  Council member Lyman seconded the Motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Stowe, Wilson and Graham voting aye. 
 
Council member Lyman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:13 p.m.
Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor.




_________________________________________Stephanie Steed, CMC
City Recorder
Date minutes approved:07/20/2021



