Loa Town & Waterworks

80 West Center ~ P.O. Box 183 ~ Loa, UT  84747

Phone 435.836.2160 ~ Fax 435.836.2266

Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian
Loa Town & Waterworks Council Meeting                                       June 10, 2021
Mayor Grundy opens the meeting. Town board members present were Ryan Rees, Bart Brian, Bruce Brown, Chris Olsen, Matt Morgan is present, and Michelle Brian is present.
Visitors: Gina Flanagan
Business Items:
Arsenic results: No Arsenic results yet. 
Matt has been spraying, fixing mowers, lawns, the normal things this time of year. The park lawn is coming around and looking much better. He was going to move some piles at the cemetery. Bart suggested that he dig a big hole and bury it. He has the slats coming soon. They talked about getting the Oyler boys to help install the slats if Chance didn’t want to. Ryan mentioned maybe holding a public meeting and asking residents how they feel about the board proposing a tax to help fund the cemetery yearly. It seems to be a big topic every year and yet no one seems to understand what it takes to care for it and how much money it takes. So, if they want it to look like the big city then they will have to help pay for the maintenance. The town doesn’t have money in the budget to take care of it so maybe if they charged a tax or a fee then we could hire someone full time to just do the cemetery. Michelle will ask some other places what they charge if they do a yearly fee or if there are ways, we can raise funds for it. The board had all received an anonymous letter about the cemetery and other problems they seem to have with the town. Ryan said he is fine that people send letters but not anonymous letters. We cannot address their concerns if we don’t know who sent the letter. So, he just ripped it up. The board all agreed. If there are issues that people have then why don’t they come to the board meetings every month? Their complaints mean nothing if they cannot sign their name to it. Gina asked the question about the cemetery grass. Bart explained that we live at 7200 ft and things do not green up here by Memorial Day. They have planted sod in the past, and it does not make it if they plant it in May. That is why they wait. The spray was out because of Covid so Matt could not spray the lawns like normal. He just got it in and has sprayed now. The mower broke also, so he was waiting on parts. There have many things not in the town’s control that did not help things at the cemetery. The one mower has 1500 hours but the other one needs a new deck. They told him to get some prices. Both mowers are old, but a new deck would help make it last longer. He got the hot tap ordered and its here now. He installed the meter for Brown’s. Michelle will need to get prices so she can bill them. As soon as Harward and Rees decides on what size meter they want at their apartments, she will bill them as well. He will start mowing the streets too. Gina asked what the town used the Cares Act money on. Michelle said it could be used on anything that would help prevent the spread of Covid or even technology to help with zoom meetings. The town purchased a sweeper for the streets, a pressure washer for the parks, some automatic hand sanitizer dispensers for the park, a television, and a laptop for their zoom meetings. She was glad to hear about all the things they were able to get. Ryan asked about the surveillance signs and other signs. Matt said they were coming. 
Mayor Grundy asks for motion to approve May minutes. Bruce motions to accept the May minutes with the change from a 2-inch service line to a 4-inch service line, Bart seconds the motion with this noted change. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. Minutes for May are passed. 

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the accounts payable for June. Chris motions to approve the accounts payable for June, Bart seconds the motion. All others vote in favor. Motion carries accounts payable for June are passed. 
Bank recs., standard financial reports, deposits, and delinquent water list are all approved by signature of all town board members. Michelle also has them make sure all the checks written match the reconciliation’s as well.
There were no amendments to the budget this year, so they just need to open the public hearing to the budget and then adopt it following that. The mayor opened the public hearing for the budget for the 2021/2022. Gina Flanagan is the only public present. 

They went over the general budget first. They went over each line item and discussed them. Any changes made will be on the documents and filed with minutes. Bart said he talked to County Commissioner Roger Brian about the firehouse and Roger thought they were paying the town money for it. Michelle said they have not paid anything in years, not even for the fuel oil that they used to give us $2000 for. He said he will let Roger know. They asked about the liquor allotment. Michelle says the liquor allotment just goes directly to the Sheriff’s office rather than the state pay us and then we pay them so that is not in the budget anymore. 

They discussed roads and road base to fill holes. There is money left in the budget for some road base. Cody was going to check with Chapman’s and see if they have any leftover that would cost less. They could probably get enough to help with the holes. Michelle mentioned the shoulders of the roads, do we need money to build up those? Matt said he still had some left to do, but it should not take much money, mostly just hauling in dirt. They think the $2500 should cover those expenses. They discussed the park, but they did not make any plans yet. They thought about adding a few restrooms and things at the park behind the town office, so that more people would rent this side too. They would need to add some better swings and fix the pavilion up as well. Some of the tables need to be replaced too. Lights still need to be installed on the basketball courts too. Those were just future improvements, so maybe something to add as a capital project or on the CIB list next year or the next. Or maybe CDBG money or something. The town hall needs a roof soon too. They raised the maintenance to $5500 for the park and then $10,000 in for capital outlay as well. They discussed wages. They decided to leave the board’s wages where they were but decided to give Matt and Michelle cost of living raises. They hadn’t done any raises since Matt was hired and it had been several years for Michelle as well. They decided to do a 6% cost of living raise this year and then 3% every year after. Michelle mentioned maybe not keeping the insurance and then getting paid what they paid for her to have it. They said they can do 50% of it but not more. But they also said where it was a group plan, they may not be able to cancel hers. She will check and see about that. 
They went over the water budget, the irrigation budget and the cemetery budget and made a few changes that will also be made on the document. After all changes had been made and discussed the Mayor calls for a motion to close the public hearing and budget review for the 2021/22 fiscal year. Bart motions to close the public hearing and budget review for the 2021/22 fiscal year. Bruce seconds the motion. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. The public hearing and budget review are closed. The mayor now calls for a motion to adopt the 2021/22 budget with the changes they have made. Bart motions to adopt the 2021/2022 budget. Chris seconds the motion. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. The 2021/2022 budget is adopted. 
The board then discussed the town letter that Michelle drafted up addressing cemetery, town streets, dogs, drought, etc. These are all items that seem to be the most pressing and that people complain about. They all thought the letter addressed everything and was good to send off. 
Information Items:
No other information was discussed.

The Mayor asks if anyone wants to make a motion to adjourn. Ryan makes a motion that they adjourn. Bart seconds it. All others vote in favor. Motion carries.   
Meeting Adjourned.
