WALES TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
 1 June 2021
HELD IN THE WALES TOWN HALL
                                                                            Meeting commenced at 7:00 PM
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Nathan Mitchell; Councilmen Jared Brotherson, Brice Roberts and Ron Thompson; Water Superintendent Wendle Roberts; Fire Chief James Roberts; Town Clerk Velva Lee Sherman. Councilman Dale White was not in attendance.
Residents in attendance:  over 20 residents
Others in attendance:  Andrew Flake & John Iverson, of Sunrise Engineering; Marcus Frandsen, of High Plains Drilling
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRAYER:  Staci Taylor
BUSINESS:  
1. There was little discussion concerning the proposed 2021-2022 fiscal year budget, as it had been gone over in the April meeting (see attached). Councilman Ron Thompson made the motion to adopt the budget as presented and was seconded by Councilman Roberts. The proposed 2021-22 budget was adopted with a unanimous vote in favor by those present.
2. The council was in agreement that a Water Master Plan is needed and should be pursued at this time. There was input from John Iverson, of Sunrise Engineering, as well as resident Staci Taylor who had been asking questions of  Utah DEQ District Engineer, John Chavier. She had been told it would take approximately two years to do all the background work to put together a Water Master Plan for the town. John Iverson was of the opinion that Sunrise could come up with one in a couple of months, apparently because of ongoing work the company had been doing for Wales Town. Councilman Brotherson observed that Sunrise previously had encouraged the town to pursue a water master plan. No decision was made at that time and the subject had been dropped indefinitely. Mr. Iverson pointed out that an engineer would have to be involved and the town should make their choice based on qualifications and not on price. 
3. Mayor Mitchell started the discussion concerning adjusting the pay schedule for long-time water superintendent, Wendle Roberts, by pointing out that it had been brought to his attention that Mr. Roberts had not had a pay increase in his years working for the town. On questioning, Mr. Roberts said that he had been in his position for about 12 years now. The mayor told the council that Mr. Roberts did a great deal for the town and had to put up with a lot in his job working with the water system. Councilman Roberts pointed out that Mr. Roberts saved the town thousands of dollars a year with the work he was able to do. (Note:  Mr. Roberts is a large equipment operator, as well as the town's Water Superintendant.) Action on the matter ended up being tabled due to conflict of interest issues. Councilman Roberts is the brother of Wendle Roberts and Mayor Mitchell is his brother-in-law, so they both recused themselves from voting on the issue. With the absence of Councilman White, that left less than a quorum to vote, so the matter was re-scheduled for next month. 
MINUTES:  

Councilman Brotherson made a motion to accept the minutes of the 4 May 2021 Town Council meeting as written; Councilman Thompson seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a unanimous vote in favor by those present.

INVOICES: 

The May 2021 invoices were read by the town clerk. Councilman Thompson made the motion to approve payment and Councilman Roberts seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous, by those present, to have the invoices paid.

COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:  


a.  Andrew Flake, of Sunrise Engineering, gave an update on the well replacement project, reporting that during the winter months they had gone back for a change order to enable them to cut some of the higher casing out and replace it with screen in order to capture more water. Recently, in the attempt to cut the casing there was "a setback", in which some of the instrument piping broke, allowing pieces to fall down the well. He said they had been in consultation with the mayor, water superintendent and driller to ascertain the best way to retrieve the debris and get back to installing the screen. Mr. Flake's request for any questions brought on a slew of inquiries and comments from both council members and residents. Councilman Thompson expressed dissatisfaction with the amount of time and funds spent thus far with such disappointing results. Councilman Roberts queried Mr. Flake on their efforts to capture more water. There were questions about the change order, of which the town clerk had not received a copy for the town's files. The more contentious discussion went on for some time with little good coming from it. Councilman Brotherson pointed out, at one point, that the first change order included the SCADA system, something the whole council had considered necessary. Resident, Staci Taylor asked about the "quality of the product outcome" considering the well had apparently been perforated below the most plentiful level of water production. Mr. Flake, acknowledging the fairness of the question, explained that the extra time involved was the biggest problem, but that the final outcome would be the same. Mr. Flake continued to assert that the well had been drilled to the depth that they believed the best water was to be had, but on receiving more information later, they had requested the second change order to enable them to also capture water in the 100' - 200' range. Councilman Thompson asserted that High Plains Drilling was in trouble with the well, which John Iverson, of Sunrise Engineering basically denied. Resident Byron Davis interrupted the discussion with confrontational remarks about previous estimates of completion dates and then demanded to know how much Sunrise projected the well to produce. Mr. Iverson said that presently it was producing 34 gpm of "very clean water" and that he was optimistic that they would get it up to at least the same production level as the well, only 20 feet away, it is to replace. On being pushed for a completion date, Mr. Iverson said it might be up and going in about two and a half months, but that would be only a best case scenario, and it could take up to a year more.

b.  Staci Taylor, a concerned resident, addressed the council, first thanking them for their service, acknowledging that their job brought a lot of "grief", didn't "pay squat" and was basically "all volunteer". She went on to say that she really wanted to understand, and that was why she had visited with the engineer, John Chavier, previous to this meeting. She then addressed her comments to Mr. Flake and Mr. Iverson, asking them if they were familiar with "Rule 309" having to do with drinking water. Mr. Iverson indicated that he was and that it was extremely involved, covering extensive subject matter. Mrs. Taylor was interested in the sections that had to do with data gathering. Referring to her degree in crisis management, she said she was very data driven, and knew how to gather the data needed to guide decisions. She stated her great concern over the water situation, feeling that it was very important to do a "water study", to determine just how much water is actually available to the town, in order to have the "data" to make wise decisions for the future. After a good deal of discussion, between Mrs. Taylor and the two engineers from Sunrise, she indicated to the town council that she would be willing to help gather needed data. 

c.  Brandon Rees reported that most of his questions had been answered in the previous discussion. He did ask water superintendent Wendle Roberts about the north well. Mr. Roberts reported that it was pumping at about 92-95% capacity and, with the water restrictions, had been keeping the tanks at about three quarters full. Mr. Rees also questioned about how long the south well would be down when they are finally able to do the changeover to the replacement well. Mayor Mitchell responded that he had been told it would be about a month combined time.

d.  Lee Fox, chairman of the Wales Town Planning & Zoning Committee, demanded to know when the council was going to vote on the recommendation for a building moratorium he had presented in the previous meeting. When Councilman Roberts responded that they were not planning to vote on it Mr. Fox informed the town council that state code required that they vote on anything recommended to them by the Planning & Zoning Committee. Mr. Fox said that if they would "read Title 6", they would know what the planning & zoning's job was and what the town council's job was. (Note:  Title 6 is "Assignment for Benefit of Creditors"; the town clerk was unable to locate anything in the Utah State Code indicating that the town council must vote on a "recommendation" made by the planning & zoning committee; state code specifies that "A legislative body shall consider" such items. See Utah State Code 10-9a-502) Mr. Fox then went on to propose another 'recommendation' to the council. He informed council members, that in the light of developers having recently approached the town about obtaining water connections outside of the town limits, the committee recommended that no water from the Wales Town water system "be sold or delivered to areas outside the town" (see attached). Mr. Fox read the recommendation to the council. (Note: All council members had a copy of the document.) Councilman Brotherson immediately made a motion to accept the document. He was seconded by Councilman Roberts and the motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor by those present. (Note:  Wales Town does not sell water connections outside the town's limits and has turned down at least two (2) requests already this year.) 

e.  Byron Davis delivered a 10 minute diatribe, accusing the Wales Town Council of "confusion by deception". He asserted that the council had made residents in attendance at a previous meeting think that it was over when it actually was not. He would not give any particulars, so the council and residents were left in confusion by lack of information. He encouraged council members to not let their feelings get hurt, that was "just part of the job". He also addressed the water issue, again accusing the council of "confusion by deception", saying that he had heard in a previous council meeting that we had "80 allocations to fill", and that the town did not have the water to fill those "allocations". (Note:  It has not been stated in any  meeting that the town had 80 water allocations to fill. It is unknown to what he was referring. At the present time the Planning & Zoning Committee has noted five (5) recent water connection applications.) Apparently assuming that Wales Town was considering annexing in order to provide water for land developers, Mr. Davis argued with Councilman Brotherson when the council member attempted to explain what had actually been said in the April town council meeting. (See meeting minutes for 6 April 2021.) Mr. Davis continually interrupted Councilman Brotherson, so very little information was able to be shared. Mr. Davis finally wound down with the assertion that the town did not have enough water to continue to grow.
Mayor Mitchell again publicly recognized the value of the service rendered to Wales Town by the Planning & Zoning Committee. He mentioned committee members by name and made a point to thank them for doing a great job, saying "You guys help us out a ton and I appreciate it." He assured Mr. Fox that it was never their intention to imply that the council did not appreciate the committee's recommendations. He explained that he did not feel the council had enough information at this point to make a wise decision concerning placing a moratorium on building. He then mentioned that he had recently heard of a town that had been sued over a moratorium, pointing out that "it could help us or it could hurt us." 
 REPORTS:
· Mayor:  Mayor Mitchell reminded council members that it was candidate declaration week and they only had until 5:00 PM Monday, 7 June, to file for another term if they were interested. Forms were provided. He also encouraged council members to submit their Ethical Behavior Pledge, Open & Public Meetings Act Training certificates, and Conflict of Interest Disclosure Forms, as required by the state, prior to the end of the month.
· Fire Chief:  James Roberts reported that the sheetrock was coming for the new fire station. He also reported that the retaining wall on the west side had been put in and they were close to being ready for paving around the building. Responding to a question from resident Brandon Rees, he indicated that the building should be available in the future for the training of ambulance crews. Mr. Roberts also informed the council that it looked like they would be close to $9,000 over budget upon completion. That contingency had been planned for by a deposit of wildfire fighting revenues in the PTIF account earlier this year.

· Roads:  Councilman Roberts reported that Ben Chatwin had been cutting the weeds along the roads. He also planned to have some crack seal and patch work done during the month of June.  

· Water:  Councilman Brotherson reported $5,504.40 in water revenue for the month of June, with $4,292.60 in revenue the previous month. Resident Brandon Rees brought up the topic of a water master plan again, mentioning the name of an engineering firm that he had been told charged substantially less than Sunrise Engineering and some other firms. (Note:  The town clerk was unable to discern the name of the firm from either Mr. Rees' comments at the meeting or the recording.) Councilman Brotherson said he had dealt with all the firms mentioned and he felt the town should go with Sunrise Engineering because they already had a substantial amount of the work done that would be required to formulate a water master plan for the town. Planning & Zoning Committee member, DeLos Bowers, agreed, saying it wasn't wise to "change horses in the middle of the stream." Councilman Brotherson went on to tell those assembled that he had "dealt with a lot of engineers and a lot of projects" and that Sunrise was not liking what they were having to deal with, that "they are doing what they can with what they have." He went on to say that he had been in contact with the driller and that Mr. Frandsen was not being deceptive. Councilman Brotherson pointed out that, "If we want to make him go broke, we can do it," but he would not support that course of action, as he felt it was not right. He also brought up how hard it was in his own business to acquire materials, saying they are waiting as long as six (6) months to get pipe. He concluded his remarks by pointing out that he had worked a lot with Sunrise and felt they were good engineers, indicating that he would stay with Sunrise, given the choice, especially considering how much of the work they already had done that could go towards the master plan. 


       The matter was finally brought to a vote with a motion made by Councilman       
  
       Brotherson to authorize Sunrise Engineering to formulate a Water Master Plan for 
   
       Wales Town. The motion was seconded by Councilman Roberts and was accepted 
 
       with a unanimous vote in favor by those present. Councilman Brotherson agreed to 
 
       contact Sunrise and get the ball rolling.
· Parks:  Councilman Thompson reported that the park was ready for Welsh Days.  Discussion concerning the celebration brought about the decision to have the town clerk order ten (10) trash receptacles  as well as two porta potties and a cleaning station for the two days. 

Councilman Brotherson made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Thompson, with a unanimous vote in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM
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