Utah Developmental Disabilities Council – Executive Director Summary Report

September 2013 Council Meeting

	Project
	Activity
	Comments

	5-Year Plan


	Education / Employment 

Jennifer Kuhn, Deborah Bowman, Glenna Gallo, Libby Oseguera, and I attended the Transitions Symposium June 27th at the Larry H. Miller Campus of Salt Lake Community College

In collaboration with the DSPD & the Utah Parent Center, the Council sponsored two workshops presented by David Taylor, Jr. and his mother Judy on July 15th.

Frank is preparing the $15,000 RGA that the Council will advertise shortly to be awarded this next fiscal year as previously approved.

A new national non-profit, RespectAbility has started working to help with positive media exposure on behalf of the disability community.  Gov. Markell of Delaware who was the President of the National Governor’s Association made their focus this year upon employing people with disabilities.  (NACDD honored Gov. Markell for his work at the national conference in July).

Deborah Bowman was impressed listening to the break-out by the Wisconsin DD Council’s program ‘Take a Legislator to Work’

Community Supports 

The Council supported Eric Mitchell to attend the National Adult Sibling Conference in Pittsburgh in June.  Eric and a workgroup of sibs are making plans to bring sibs together where they can share their stories and we can then determine the directions that we may go with developing the UTABS (Utah Adult Brother and Sisters).

The Council helped advertise and support the Navajo Project kick off celebration for the community garden at the Bluff Episcopal St. Christopher’s Mission on June 19th.  We solicited for donations and as a result, Frank built two raised beds and a volunteer family from Clinton provided us with tomato plants plus some additional fence materials to use for additional raised beds.

Troy Justesen took the lead to coordinate, write, and submit a grant sponsored by AIDD that was to focus upon building family support infrastructure with a collaboration between us and the DSPD.  

Leadership

Troy, Deborah and Claire attended the national Technical Assistance Institute in DC July 8th.   We were joined by Eric Stoker, Kayci Lynan, Libby, and Jennifer to attend the NACDD National Conference July 9-10.  Bryon Murray also accompanied us as he was invited to be on a panel about self-advocacy.

Bryon hosted the National SABE Board quarterly meeting here in Salt Lake, July 11 – 13th.  This was SABE’s first visit to Utah.

The AIDD Commissioner, Sharon Lewis, is planning a celebration to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the first law creating the developmental disabilities act during the Kennedy administration.
	Participants included professionals (special education teachers, voc rehab counselors, parents, providers) and there were many small work groups that identified barriers and strengths in various parts of the system.  Conclusions and outcomes will be followed up through the USU Utah Transition Action Team (UTAT) that will be meeting again in September.

David presented about his self-employment experience with his business – Racecar Waterboy.   David is a well known national speaker who has written a book that helps folks write a business plan fairly simply.  He also owns his own home.   He did two presentations – one to focus primarily for professionals in the afternoon, and then an evening session for parents and individuals at the Utah Parent Center.

I invited the Utah Best Buddies staff and Leslee Hintze to join me to watch the RespectAbility webinar the first part of August.  As a result, we are collaborating to work with Gov. Herbert and to ask him to sponsor an employment summit to educate and promote hiring people with disabilities within the business community. We are going to become part of the annual Governor’s Economic Summit and there will be break-out sessions focused upon employment for people with disabilities.

Libby is adapted the Wisconsin’s Council’s program materials and we are going to sponsor in conjunction with the DSPD to hopefully get at least 20 Utahn’s getting their legislators to visit them at their place of employment this fall to highlight October as Disability Employment Awareness Month.  Details are highlighted on our website.

Hank Liese, a U of U professor of social work will be volunteering some expertise with story telling and research.  Meetings are beginning with the goal of getting some gathering of sibs this fall.

Libby is prepared to host a Facebook page for UTABS.

Libby and her husband and Claire delivered and set up the materials at the garden.   Elsie and her son Myron were instrumental in getting the boxes and garden planted.  Penny Weiss from DSPD also participated.

The next official meeting will be held Nov. 1 & 2 with Mike Green in Bluff to begin additional plans for community building through the winter and to kick off work with Elsie as the local community builder.

Frank is working on the details with State Purchasing for the two sole source contracts for this next fiscal year – with Elsie and Mike Green.

There were only 5 grants awarded nationally, and we did not get selected even though it was a great submission.  I owe Troy a huge thank you for all his volunteer work since January this year!

This was my first meeting as the National Board President of NACDD and I was relieved that the conference went very smoothly and was well received.

Utah People First President Kelly Holt supported by Mandy Shale from Family Advocacy made a presentation to the SABE Board.

I will be attending a White House meeting on October 4th in DC




