Utah Developmental Disabilities Council – Executive Director Summary Report

April 2013 Council Meeting

	Project
	Activity
	Comments

	5-Year Plan

Office 


	Education / Employment 

Claire, Karen & Bob Hahne attended the Feb. 12th Utah Transition Advisory Panel (UTAT) quarterly meeting in Ogden.  

Jennifer Kuhn, Reed, Karen & Bob Hahne, Troy Justesen, Deborah Bowman & Claire met with the people who are planning a post-secondary school in Lehi.

The Committee held a conference call March 25th to review progress on the two goals and objectives.  Recommendations included:  begin working on the future webinars on employment success.  No changes to objectives needed.

Leadership  

Bryon Murray supported by Amy Notwell attended the SABE (national Self-Advocates Becoming Empowered) in Phoenix in Jan.  This was Bryon’s first face-to-face meeting as the new president. 

Amy has developed the Advanced Leadership Academy curriculum.  Participants have been recruited and the group meets on Tuesday evenings here at the office. 

Frank & Claire reviewed the GAP/PF contract with Family Advocacy.

The Committee held a conference call on March 25th to review the progress on the two goals and objectives.  No changes to objectives needed.

Community Supports 

The Utah Caregiver Alliance is getting closer to the debut of the respite registry.  They are running into barriers with the development of local co-op groups, but they continue to consider options.

A brainstorming session was held to see how best to get the Adult Sibling Network up and going.   The goal is to start a Facebook page and then drive people to that page – specifically focusing upon families attached to the Council and other disability groups.

The Navajo Project met at the Bluff Episcopal Mission to continue the ABCD work with Mike Green.  A community celebration to encourage additional participation is scheduled at the Mission on June 6th.    The project is developing quite nicely with Elsie’s work and Father Red’s support.

Claire attended a two-day special invitation with 15 other states to the Kettering Foundation in Dayton, Ohio to discuss civic engagement and the developmental disabilities population (Feb 28 & Mar. 1).   The Kettering Foundation is involved in active research and problem solving for current issues in community life.  The Georgia Council Executive Director and his leadership with their Council’s ABCD projects secured this opportunity.

The GAP and disability advocates have completed a successful Legislative Session with securing funding for disability issues.

Mark Smith’s retirement reception was held in the office February 14th and 2-1-1 has developed a training piece to get their operators ready to answer disability questions.  Mark is volunteering on Mondays at 2-1-1 now.

Claire & Frank completed the federal Program Performance Report (PPR) and submitted it (Mar. 7) to our funding source – the Administration on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (AIDD)

Claire, Deborah & Libby completed the 2012 Annual Report and distributing it to legislators, Congress, AIDD, NACDD, and the community.

Troy is working on writing / collaborating on several national grants for Utah.


	The UTAT Parent subgroup is happy to hear that the Council is funding the video project with CPD (Jeff Sheen) to show stories of success with education to employment.   Jeff has produced the script for the video and will be filming this spring.  The finished product will be online.

USU is sponsoring a Transition Symposium at the LH Miller SLC Campus Building in Sandy – June 27th for teams to attend.

Council members – James O’Neill & Donald Holt are two of the five participants.

Marilyn Bown has worked with the Utah Caregiver Coalition of Supports (UCCS) that has the Lifespan Respite monies and she has gotten emergency respite for a number of families in crisis.

A potential special kick-off event may be planned for the fall.

Claire, Jennifer Kuhn, and Libby Oseguera attended the meeting on March 14th.  Elsie attended the training with the Mission group on March 15-16 and our two groups are merging with the focus upon traditions being strengthened through agriculture.  Growing healthy good food; addressing health concerns in the community; intergenerational emphasis; economic development; and getting community organized around a community center are the themes all while including naturally people with developmental disabilities into their community.




