Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting

April 10, 2013
7:00p.m. County Complex, Green River
Present:  Mack Huntington, Judy Ann Scott, Mike Olsen, Marie Anderson, Bill Dellos, Gary Arrington, Mary Kava
Staff:  Mike McCandless, Tammy Tucker 

Excused:  Julie Johansen, Bart Cox
Public:  Alice & Gary Wandley
1.  
Welcome:  Mack opened the meeting at 7:00p.m.  He welcomed and thanked the Board for their service to Emery County. 
2.  
Approval of Minutes:  Mary Kava made motion to accept the March 13, 2013 Minutes as recorded, seconded by Bill Dellos, motion carried.  
3.  
Field Trip to and Update of Emery Refining Site:  Board met on site prior to meeting.  The air quality permit is done they are just waiting for the documents.  They have completed the public comment period, completed all of the analysis, and all of the technical hard stuff.  With the new technology if there is an odor it means that they are not capturing something that they should be selling or something is wrong and they need to fix it.  They will start with 10,000 barrels a day in the first phase and additional 5,000 in the second phase. When fully ramped up 12-15,000 barrels a day.  
4.   Discussion of proposed Helium Plant Project:  Mike and Ray have been talking with IACX a company that wants to develop a Helium extraction process by Woodside.  They have also been approved for a similar process in Grand County.  There is a well known helium reserve that sits in eastern Utah that belongs to the federal government as part of a national defense strategic reserve.  Helium is getting to be in short supply and is not just used for balloons it is used a lot in chemical processes, industry, used as a cooling agent and even in nuclear processes and is becoming a very valuable chemical.  This company has interest in developing the resource here in Emery County and is in early discussions.  They have looked at the conditions of the areas, impacts, things associated with the county.  They would like to work through this over the next six-eight months and make some decisions.  The Commissioners did authorize Johansen & Tuttle to seek other federal funds and to evaluate the Green River turn-off road for improvements to be able to get to the resource.     
5.  
Interim Report on Nuclear Power Plant:  Mike stated that the company is going through all the testimony required for appeal of the water rights decision.  Everything hinges on this decision.  Blue Castle completed theirs and was submitted to the courts last October.  The soonest the appeal can be heard is sometime mid to late summer.  
6.  
Discussion and Planning for Nine Mile Trip:  Mike stated that he would like the field trip to happen in mid-May to have better weather.  The purpose of the trip to see the spacing of gas wells in the Uintah Basin and what we do not want to see happen in Emery County.  
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7.  
Other Business:  Both Mike & Tammy will be attending the UCIP Conference on April 24 & 25.  Mike will be presenting on the second day.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  

Mike reported that there was legislation that came out this year, HB88 by Senator Hinkins regarding Energy Zones.  It increases the notification requirements to rezoning to an unacceptable level.  Every potential impacted property owner by an energy zone has to be communicated with in a very aggressive manner.  Mike feels this is just bad legislation.  
8. 
Adjourn:  Mary Kava made motion to adjourn, Marie Anderson seconded, meeting adjourned.

Minutes approved with corrections at P&Z Meeting on 9-11-13.
