
How Does Ranked Choice Voting Work?



Why ranked choice voting?

Taxpayer savings for cities:
Taxpayers’ dollars are saved by allowing the city to hold one election in November 
rather than two elections.

Shorter, less expensive city campaigns: 
Candidates can focus on a single election in November, rather than an August 
primary followed by November election.

Ready for cities to implement: 
ES&S, the voting equipment awarded a State of Utah contract for state funding is 
capable of running ranked choice voting elections.



Why ranked choice voting?

Voters more fully express their will: 
Ranking their choices, voters can freely vote for the person who they most support, 
even if that candidate isn’t favored to win. There are no wasted votes.

A winner by majority vote: 
The final tally is between the top two vote getting candidates and the winner gets 
more than 50% of the vote.

Eliminates the spoiler effect: 
Longshot candidates do not draw votes away from a candidate who is preferred by 
most voters.



2019 Pilot Success in Payson and Vineyard



2019 Pilot Success in Payson and Vineyard



Utah Legislature Passes HB75 to Enhance Pilot!

In 2021, the Utah Legislature passed House Bill 75, which clarifies 
and improves provisions of the pilot to help more cities participate. 



Utah Legislature Passes HB75 to Enhance Pilot!

Specifically, House Bill 75:

• Provides that the legislative body of a municipality makes the determination to 
participate in the pilot project,

• Instructs cities who wish to participate in the pilot program to communicate their 
intent by providing written notice to the Lieutenant Governor and the city’s county 
elections official,

• Establishes the date by which cities must provide written notice as May 10, 2021 to 
be eligible for the 2021 municipal election cycle,

• Permits a city to contract with any local political subdivision to administer the 
election.



Next Steps to Try Ranked Choice Voting

How to join Utah Municipal Alternative Voting Methods Pilot Project:

1. Legislative body of a municipality makes the determination to participate in the 
pilot project.

2. Communicate intent to participate by providing written notice to the Lieutenant 
Governor and county clerk.

3. Provide written notice by May 10, 2021, for 2021 municipal election cycle.

4. Cities now permitted to contract with any local political subdivision to administer 
the election if county clerk will not administer.



Utah Cities Using Ranked Choice Voting (as of 5/4/21)

• Bluffdale
• Draper
• Elkridge
• Geneloa
• Goshen
• Heber
• Lehi
• Magna

• Millcreek
• Moab
• Newton
• Nibley
• Payson
• Riverton
• Salt Lake
• Sandy

• South Salt 
Lake

• Springville
• Vineyard
• Woodland 

Hills



WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT RANKED CHOICE VOTING?
PLEASE VISIT UTAHRCV.COM

Stan Lockhart
stan@utahrcv.org

Kory Holdaway
kory@utahrcv.org

Audry Wood
audry@utahrcv.org

Taylor Morgan
taylor@utahrcv.org

David May
david@utahrcv.org
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