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Town of Mantua Council Meeting Minutes
Held May 6, 2021
6:30 pm at Town Hall

		Council Members present:			Paul Nye – Mayor Pro-temp
								Will Hodgins 
								Pam Eaves
								George Wouden
								Jan Palmer – Recorder
								Shayla HammerStone–Deputy Recorder

		Audience present:				Harper Johnson – Public Works Director
								Janis Johnson – Office Manager
								Craig Hamer – Police Chief
								Seth Tait – Town Attorney
								Jeremy Harris – KUTV news
								Jake Emerson – KUTV Cameraman
								Danny Hulse
								Kathy Ercanbrack
								Camie Nye
								Esther Hatch
								Kelly and Leonard Esparza
								Hillary Udy
								Jenise Jarrett
								Jennifer Gardner
								Nate and Lisa Burt
								Janelle Braithwaite – URW

Invocation: George Wouden

Introduction of Chief Craig Hamer:  Paul Nye introduced the new Police Chief, Craig Hamer. Craig gave a brief description of himself and welcomed people to stop him and introduce themselves to him.  The Council is very pleased to add Craig Hamer to our police department.

Janell Braithwaite to discuss Water Study: Janelle Braithwaite from Rural Waters discussed the Water Study about how much rates could be raised if the Town needed to do so.  She reported the Town is sitting good to meet the expenditures they have.  The tiers that are in place now are not showing water conservation. The town could do more tiers to encourage residents to conserve water.   Janell explained to raise rates it can be done by resolution, there does not have to be a public hearing. 

Danny Hulse – Business License: The Council discussed the business license for Danny Hulse he is a General Contractor. The Council asked Danny questions concerning his business and felt there were no issues with this license. 


Pam made a motion to approve the business license for Danny Hulse. William seconded the motion.
Yes votes: Pam Eaves, William Nye, Paul Nye and George Wouden
No votes: none
All in favor; motion passed

William Hodgins made a motion to temporarily close this Council Meeting and go into a Closed Meeting to discuss potential litigation. The Council meeting will be continued immediately following the Closed Meeting.
Pam Eaves seconded it.
Yes votes: William Hodgins, Pam Eaves, Paul Nye and George Wouden
No votes: none
All in favor; motion passes

Nathan Blaine – Purchase of Property from Town:  Nathan knows he has been here several times about this.  He didn’t know until he talked to Pam that the Town doesn’t want to sell that easement which is his driveway.  Paul explained that the Town does not want to give up an easement if they own the easement, they don’t know if they will need it in the future to access their piece of property. Pam explained that the easement Nathan uses for his driveway is actually a utility easement, it was not meant to be an egress/ingress easement.  She does think that it has been used long enough now Nathan will have rights to keep using it.  The Town does not want to sale that easement because they don’t want to lose right to access their piece of property. Nathan thinks the Town could still use 300 South the access their property because they own a strip of land there and a detention pond.  Nathan said that Bill Jeppesen had signed a letter stating that easement had always been used as a driveway for Nathan’s property. Nathan would like to make the easement look nice.
William said the only problem he has is the Town had agreed to sell Nathan the property plus four feet to the west of the driveway and then Nathan came back and presented a drawing with more than four feet of land on the west side of the easement. This was not what the Town had originally agreed to.  The other aspect is that Pam found out that the Town cannot sell a piece of property to an individual without first holding a public hearing and letting other people bid on the property.  The more the Council finds out, the more complicated it becomes, because now we find out we need that access for the property the Town owns on the other side of the easement. William explained to Nathan the Town has to consider whether this property is something we can use in the future. Nathan doesn’t think that land to the east of the easement would be very useful to the Town.  Paul would suggest the Council should get together and come up with something everyone can agree with and put together a proposal. Pam explained one the things the Council is concerned with is the piece of property that we would have left with Nathan’s proposal would be less than one half an acre. We need to stay in the requirements of lots according to our Land Use Code.  Pam knows Nathan looks at it as his driveway but it is an easement on Mantua Property.  George thinks the Town doesn’t need a half an acre because we are not building a house on it.  William said if the ordinance says we do need it, then we need it.  Paul said we have hashed this out enough we need to go through the proper channels, we want to do what we can but the right way. 

Nuisance Complaint: Paul explained we have had a complaint about a piece of property on Meadow Drive that there are rodents and wild animals staying on the property because the lot has been neglected. After some discussion on what should be done, George said he will contact the landowner to see what can be done. The Council will drive by the property and see if they have any suggestions. 

Capital Improvement Plan: Harper said there are some changes that need to be made so Chris Wight will get that done and out to the Council.  George asked if we shouldn’t improve Indian Trail Road.  Harper said you have to look at the number of residents that live on that road and it wasn’t a development so the road did not have to be improved.  It would be very expensive to pave that road. George would like to have Chris add that road to our Capital Improvement Plan. 

Keyless Entry for Employees: Harper explained there has been an issue with having to have all the locks rekeyed when an employee is let go or leaves.  He has contacted Bells and has found a keyless lock that the employees could use with a fob and the code to the fobs can be changed from a computer in the office. The keyless lock will cost approximately $1300. The Council asked Harper to get the actual numbers and bring those for the next Council meeting. 

Playground Mulch Expenditure: George would like to purchase some rubber mulch for safety in the playground.  He explained we could do woodchips or sand but the rubber mulch gives you better protection for the children if they fall.  The cost of the rubber mulch would be $6500.  They will also need about $1000 for more cement to finish the park. All these costs would come out of park impact fees, there is plenty of money in the park impact fees.  William said his concern is when the Council agreed to the cost of the playground a price was set and this would be over the amount that was set aside for the playground.  George explained that cost was set just to do the final grading water lines etc., but did not include playground equipment and other things in the future.  William asked if George has the numbers for what has been put in the park so far.  George replied he could give an estimate of about $75,000. William asked George how much is left in the impact fees.  George didn’t have the exact numbers but somewhere between $105,000 to $120,000.  

George made a motion to approve the purchase of mulch for $6500 and the cement at approximately $1000 for the Jeppesen Park. There was no second so the motion failed.

William said he would personally like to table this until next meeting, he would like to get the hard figures and not just estimates. He would also like to know how much is in the Impact Fees.  George said we have near or over a $100,000 in the impact fees so why would we wait and let the children go without their play equipment. There is no reason to delay this.

Paul asked if anyone wanted to second the earlier motion but there was no response. George told William he would like to see William get progress on things like this if someone holds it back, he can’t believe William’s hesitancy. Would William like to take the project over?  Paul called for order to the meeting.

Fire Department Comments: William said we do have a situation with the Fire Department. The Scuba gear, the gear the fire department uses to go into homes when there are fires. These tanks are good for only a certain amount of time.  Right now, we have 16 tanks that expire by September 2022 and they are $1500.  So, we now need about $24,000 to get these replaced. He is just bringing this up now so we can plan for these to be purchased in the next year or so. William hopes there may be a grant next year that could possibly help with the cost of these tanks. 
Public Comments: 
Jenise Jarrett asked why there was a Closed Meeting held in the middle of a meeting that folks took their time to come to?  Paul explained that our attorney offered to meet with the Council and it was the only time he could come. Jenise wanted to make it noted that taking this time from the people and making us feel like this was rushed is not the proper way to make up for you taking time out of our time.  She has several thoughts about tonight.  She wondered why does litigation happens in this town, but after seeing how people were treated tonight she sees why litigation exists. She told Paul she loves him and she thinks he is doing a good job feeling in as Mayor. She said she admires George. She asked Pam why she laughed when Castro left the office? She has a big problem with the day Castro got fired. She understands that Castro is possibly pursuing litigation with the Town. Jenise went on to quote the Box Elder Journal and Fox 13 on their stories about the meeting that involved Castro.  She asked if the meeting was so violent why didn’t someone call 911? She doesn’t doubt there were scary moments but not all the moments were scary. She hopes the Council realizes that day possibly ruined a man’s life, he is no longer hire able in the police enforcement industry, he deserves to litigate, because that day of termination seems to be exaggerated and his demeanor was falsified. 

Nate Burt said he appreciates the job the Councilmembers are doing; it’s a volunteer job and these Councilman take a lot of shit. He appreciates and respects the Council and Mayor Johnson. 

Janis Johnson just wanted to comment about the parks, at this point she would like to see the Jeppesen park completely finished before starting the Maple Springs Park. She would just like to see one park finished before we start another. 

Kathy Ercanbrack thinks what George is proposing is too expensive she thinks the kids will do just fine with the bark and save that extra $3000. She is hesitant to put that much money towards one park. 

Nathan Blaine said they have actually put the mulch in their yard and it holds up better than the woodchips. 

Brandon Marsh agrees with George on making progress on that park with certain items being not as available as they used to be.  He would like to see one park get finished. If you put this decision off for 2 more weeks then there could be another price increase on the mulch. Then that cost would be on the Council for not approving it before the price went up. 

Karen Nelson said when they were talking about the parks, they wanted to make progress in all three parks. We do have Impact Fees to spend on it, we started this last fall so this will be up and running by summer. By delaying the mulch could postpone the work, unless you are considering not using the mulch, don’t delay because it is the children that lose out on the use of the park. 


Council Comments:
William said he completely understands where everyone is coming from but his point is when this was initially set up it was determined what will be spent in each park.  Since then, we have had one thing after another come up that cost extra money. If we use all the impact fees to finish this park and then you have Maple Springs that those residents have paid into the Impact Fees also. Those people have a right to see a park over there as much as the residents in Jeppesen Development. He does appreciate all the hard work the volunteers have done in the parks. We allotted so much for each park but every time we turn around there is another expenditure that we need money for. William said that is his concern, he likes kids being safe and having a playground but we need to stay in budget. William wanted to thank the Town Hall personnel the last few months have not been easy, they have been harassed by the news and phone calls, he just wants to say thank you for what they do. 

Pam wants to say thanks also, there has been a lot going on. She wanted to tell George she is a numbers girl and it is hard to spend money when George comes without proof of where the money is coming from and where some adjustments can be made to make room for these expenditures. We all want those parks to come in but we can’t make decisions without hard numbers. 

George said it is very valid to answer those questions for the Council so he will see if he can’t get them a better summary. He for one is trying to protect the Impact Fee money.  He does want to extend a thank you to all those who have worked so hard on the parks. He would also like to thank Pam and Mayor Johnson for all the work that went into solving the police issue and the man we now have here serving as Police Chief. He has to admit he did leave all the work to the others in solving this matter. He thanked Paul for taking the Mayor position at this time. He also wanted to thank Cherry Burnett and those helping her with the Little Valley Days Events. 

Paul thanked all those in attendance, he knows we may all have different opinions and views, but he does feel we all can work together to do what is best for the Town. He would like to thank the Council and all the work they and the employees have done.  At the end of the day, we all do the best we can.  He would like to thank Mayor Johnson he knows he had the best interest of the Town in all that he did. He appreciates all those that have volunteered and one of those things is working in the parks and trails with the community members.  He hasn’t had time to do so yet but he hopes to be involved in that at some point.  

Pam Eaves made a motion to adjourn, William Hodgins seconded the motion.
Yes votes: Pam Eaves, William Hodgins, Paul Nye and George Wouden
No votes: none
All in favor; motion passes
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