
WOODLAND HILLS PLANNING COMMISSION




MINUTES OF MEETING




     APRIL 7, 2021
The planning commission convened their meeting at 10AM  All planning commissioners were present including Commissioners Severin Johnson, Larry Henry, Lori Thomas, Ted Mickelson and Chairman Wayne Frandsen.  Commissioner Mickelson led in the pledge of allegiance and Commissioner Thomas offered an invocation.
The minutes of the March 31, 2021 planning commission meeting were not ready for approval.  

The next item on the agenda was a continued discussion of the proposal to change the city’s building height ordinance.  At the last planning commission meeting held on March 31, 2021, new wording was recommended for the building height ordinance.  Chairman Frandsen advised the planning commission members that he had forwarded this recommendation to the city council.  Following, the same day, he had a discussion with Corbett Stephens, the Public Works Director, who expressed some thoughts about the wording of the proposal and had suggested a change in the wording that would lower the profile of some of the new home construction in the city.  Chairman Frandsen had invited Mr. Stephens to the planning commission meeting and turned the time over to him to make a presentation on the matter.  
Mr. Stephens drew some diagrams on a white board to demonstrate how using the words, “finished grade or natural grade” in the definition would in some instances have the effect of lowering the profile of the structure, when taking the words in concert with the rest of the definition which was being recommended.  A draft which includes the proposed new wording is as follows:

 PROPOSED BUILDING HEIGHT DEFY:

Building height is limited to 35 feet or 30 feet, if the structure has a flat roof.  The height is measured from any and all points of the roof ridges and peaks on the structure, directly below, to the natural grade reference line, or to the finished grade, whichever is lower.  The natural grade is defined as the grade prior to any construction or land disturbance.  A line will be drawn between the highest and lowest natural grade points on the perimeter of the structure which will become the natural grade reference line and will be visually projected throughout the entire footprint of the structure.  Similarly, the finished grade points will be extended throughout the footprint of the structure.  The building height will be measured from the highest roof ridge or peak directly downward to a point along the natural grade reference line directly below that roof ridge or peak, or to the finished grade, whichever is lowest.  In order for a house in a residential zone to meet the height limit, no point of the roof ridge or peak on the structure may be higher than 35 feet, as measured from a roof peak to the lower of the natural grade reference line or the finished grade. (flat roofs must be no more than 30 feet in height).   
Following the discussion of the above proposal, Commissioner Henry made a motion which was seconded by Commissioner Michelson to rescind the building height ordinance recommendation proposed to the city council in the March 31, 2021 planning commission meeting.  All voted in favor of this motion.
Next, Commissioner Henry made a motion which was seconded by Commissioner Johnson to recommend the newly drafted definition stated above to the city council as the new building height ordinance.  All voted in favor of this motion.  Chairman Frandsen will forward this recommendation, with some explanation, to the city council for their review and consideration.  

There being no further business, a motion and second was made to adjourn the meeting and all voted in favor of the motion.  Meeting was adjourned at 11:15am

Wayne Frandsen, Chairman  
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