Emery County Public Lands Meeting
July 2, 2013
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  
PLC:  Ed Geary, Jon Gilbert, Bruce Wilson, Chuck Semborski, Sherrel Ward, Mistie Christiansen
PLC Staff: Tammy Tucker

Public:  Scott Jackson, Chris Wood, Commissioner Horrocks, John Anderson, Vicky Miller, Darren Olsen
Excused:  Ray Petersen
1. Welcome:  Ed welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Sherrel Ward made motion to accept the June 4, 2013 PLC Meeting Minutes as recorded, seconded by Jon Gilbert, motion carried.  
3.  Chairman Comments:  Ed stated that in the June minutes that Val Payne expressed thanks to John Anderson for his help with photos and information for the interpretative sign that the Historic Preservation Commission is putting up at Tomsich Butte but John was not here to hear the gratitude and Ed would like to repeat this as John is in attendance today.  

Next month on August 6th, instead of our regularly scheduled meeting, a field trip has been planned on the forest.  Minutes will need to be approved before leaving on the field trip.  Details for the field trip will be coming soon.
4.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill:  Commissioner Migliori reported that he and Mike McCandless went to DC and met with the all the Congressmen, except for Matheson, and both senator’s offices regarding Congressman Bishop’s Public Lands Bill that he is trying to put together on ours and several other counties behalf.  He was very easy to work with and they spent most of their time after visiting with some of his staff expressing our concerns and our stances and then move forward on what we would like to see.  The rest of the Congressmen are supportive of what Congressman Bishop is putting together on the land use bill.  Chaffetz also expressed that if it starts to falter then he is happy to push through our lands bill just for Emery County.  Also, both Senator’s offices said they are supportive of the bill.  They have tentatively made plans to go back in September-October if needed to ensure that the bill keeps moving forward.  
5.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  None
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  None
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  None
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  Chris Wood introduced himself.  He is the new Regional Supervisor replacing Bill Bates who has taken a position in Salt Lake City.  Chris has been in the Price area for about 7-8 years working with the Southeastern Region as the Habitat Program Manager.  
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Last month they released Kokinee Salmon in Electric Lake and in approximately two years they should be harvestable.  

The state record for Tiger Trout was broken again at Scofield, the third time in the last year.  

On July 31st there will be a Regional Advisory Council (RAC) Meeting in Green River at 6:30pm.  The focus of this meeting will be cougars, fur bears, and water fowl as well as a discussion on Mountain Goats.  The Wildlife Board recently approved their Mountain Goat plan which is to release goats on the LaSal Mountains.  
They will have a “Meet the Bats” night at their Nash Wash Wildlife Management area in the south Bookcliffs area on August 2nd.  Meet at Crescent Junction at 6:30pm.  

They are also working on Cougar harvesting recommendations which will be the focus at their RAC meeting.  They will make minor adjustments to some of their units.  

In the last few years they have had a mule deer study where they put collars on the deer and tracked them and what the mortality is in the areas where the deer have high chances of predation from cougars.  Region wide the cougar tags are staying at the same level but some areas will be increased for rehab in the areas of high deer mortality.
They have a new officer, James Thomas, and he will start in Emery County on August 17th.  He is currently looking for a home in Emery County.

Cutthroat spawn at Duck Fork is tomorrow at 10:00am and anyone who is interested or wants to participate is invited.

On July 11th over the counter deer tags are going on sale at 11:00am.  The only ones remaining are archery tags.

School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  None
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Darren reported that they continue to work up in Huntington Canyon.  They have a wood mulching project that is about ¾ of the way done where they are spreading up in the higher burn areas of the Seely Fire.  They estimate if the weather continues to hold they will be done at the end of next week.  There continues to be work on a debris basin in Mill Canyon being done by Jones & DeMille; culvert replacements in first Water and Fall Bright Canyons; rock overflows in North Hughes and Nuck Woodward.  
The Decision for the Shalom Timber sale was just signed and they are starting to paint and mark the timber to get ready for the sale.  There continues to be wood removed from the Miller’s sale two years ago.  Lake Fork is one still waiting for wood to be removed.  They have another project or two on the Sanpete side called the Willow Ephraim Fuels Project.  
Sherrel reported on the boundary fence between the Forest Service Permittees and the Co-op.  The owners of the Co-op have decided that they would take the bid and build the fence themselves and the Conservation District would pay their half.  They have had some co-operation with the inmates helping to tear out the old fence.  

Utah Grazing Improvement Program (GIP):  None
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Utah State Parks & Recreation:  None
Washington Delegation Staff:  None
6.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Sherrel gave the water report.  We are in a severe drought.  The precipitation year to date in the Red Pine, Huntington Canyon area, Seely Creek, and Mammoth Cottonwood are down to 68%.  Basin wide is 77%.  Dill’s Camp 78%; Buck Flat 63%; On the Huntington Drainage – Cleveland is still 82% full; Miller’s Flat – 54%; Huntington North – 71%; Joes Valley – 61%; and Millsite is 88%.
Mistie stated that Brian Keating from the Regional Catastrophic Fire Group was here last month and explained the purpose of the fire meetings and Commissioner Migliori had been there.  This month Roger Barton went to that meeting and they have been assigned the task of pulling together different entities from Emery County.  They have been asked to be very specific on a map and show all areas of concern.  It needs to be highlighted of what the risk is in that area, what is the impact if it does burn, etc. There will be a meeting on July 17th here at the Courthouse at 1:00pm.  

7.  Concerned Citizens:  John Anderson wanted to take a moment to pay respect to those 19 firemen that were killed in Arizona.  He wanted to express his appreciation for what they do to protect the land as much as possible.  
8.  Adjourn:  Bruce Wilson made motion to adjourn, seconded by Jon Gilbert, meeting adjourned.
