MINUTES OF COMBINED COMMISSION WORKING & REGULAR SESSION MEETING HELD APRIL 12, 2021, BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M. IN 
DUCHESNE UTAH, AND ALSO BROADCASTING OVER THE
 INTERNET VIA ZOOM 

Present-
Chairman Greg Todd, Commissioner Greg Miles, Commissioner Irene Hansen, Deputy County Attorney Michael Goodrich, Public Works Director Ben Henderson, Sheriff Travis Tucker, Emergency Management Director Mike Lefler, Planning and Zoning Director Mike Hyde, Human Resource Director Melissa Yergensen, Human Resource Assistant Jamie Park, Treasurer Stephen Potter, Deputy Clerk-Auditor Judy Stevenson, Shane Rowley and Dave Evans with Farm Bureau, Commission Executive Assistant Chelise Jessen is taking minutes, and IT Director Matthew Yergensen monitoring video conference feed through Zoom.  Senator Ron Winterton, Derek Sanders and Darrin Gathright with EP Energy join the Zoom video meeting conference feed.  

Opening Comments
(9:00 a.m.)
Chairman Greg Todd welcomes everyone to the meeting

Pledge of Allegiance
(9:01 a.m.) 

Public Works Department update 
(9:02 a.m.)
Director Ben Henderson gives an update on existing projects and upcoming work.  
Work is continuing on East River Road, CR #79, in conjunction with the Dominion pipeline project.  Crews will start working on a cattle guard going up Moon Lake Road, CR #113.  Parties discuss the Wasatch EWP project.

	Discussion and Consideration of spring burn timeframe
	(9:08 a.m.)
Emergency Management Director Mike Lefler discusses closing the spring burn timeframe due to severe dry conditions.  This year, the spring burn timeframe was April 1 to April 30, but most of those days have been shut down due to red flag warnings.  Parties discuss their concern for the number of fires already started.  Parties understand the need and the benefit of burning ditch banks, but the risk is too high.  Commissioner Miles makes a motion to close the spring burn window effective April 12, 2021, to April 30, 2021.  Commissioner Hansen seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

	Discussion and Consideration of a right-of-way for a bridge on Lower Red Creek Road
	(9:19 a.m.)
Discussions have taken place regarding a new bridge on Lower Red Creek Road, CR # 15, and acquiring a right-of-way for the bridge.  Installing the new bridge will move the road’s footprint, outlined in a new mylar by County Surveyor Jerry Allred.  Director Henderson presents the new mylar.  Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the Chair to sign the mylar prepared by County Surveyor Jerry Allred for the Lower Red Creek Road, CR #15.  Commissioner Hansen seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

	Discussion and Consideration of communications tower space lease with EP Energy
	(9:24 a.m.)
A communications tower space lease agreement between Duchesne County and EP Energy is presented.  Deputy County Attorney Michael Goodrich needs more time to review the redline document.
	(9:42 a.m.)
		Parties discuss the agreement, and changes are made.
	(10:15 a.m.)
Parties review and discuss the changes made to the agreement.  Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the communications tower space lease agreement between Duchesne County and EP Energy.  Commissioner Hansen seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Discussion and Consideration of Road Irrigation Ordinance #21-385; an Ordinance adopting Title 6, Chapter 1, Section 8 & 9 of the Duchesne County Code establishing rules and regulations for irrigation waters on County Roads
(9:29 a.m.)
Ordinance #21-385; an Ordinance adopting Title 6, Chapter 1, Section 8 & 9 of the Duchesne County Code establishing rules and regulations for irrigation waters on County Roads is presented.  Parties discuss the proposed ordinance and how the County is trying to save our road infrastructure.  Shane Rowley and Dave Evans with Farm Bureau are present and give suggestions and feedback.  Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve Ordinance 21-384, an Ordinance adopting Title 6, Chapter 1, Section 8 & 9 of the Duchesne County Code establishing rules and regulations for irrigation water on County Roads.  Commissioner Hansen seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Discussion and Consideration of FY22 Court Security Contract
(10:01 a.m.)
Sheriff Travis Tucker presents the FY22 Court Security Contract with the State of Utah.  Parties review and discuss the contract.  Commissioner Hansen makes a motion to approve the FY22Court Security Contract with the State of Utah.  Commissioner Miles seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Discussion and Consideration to approve a letter written to Administrator Michael Regan
(10:09 a.m.)
Planning and Zoning Director Mike Hyde presents a letter written to Administrator Michael Regan with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  The letter is to join collaborative efforts with Utah State University Uinta Basin, Uintah County Economic Development, Utah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining, Western Energy Alliance, dlbsigma Consulting, Utah Petroleum Association, and Wasatch Clean Air Coalition, regarding the impact of Uinta Basin’s ozone levels on community health and the local economy.  Parties review and discuss the letter.  Commissioner Miles makes a motion to add Duchesne County’s name to the letter.  Commission Hansen seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Discussion and Consideration to approve a letter written to the Department of Interior regarding Executive order 14008
	(10:21 a.m.)
Director Mike Hyde presents a letter written to the Department of Interior regarding the Interior’s comprehensive review of the Federal Oil and Gas Program per Executive order 14008.  The letter discusses concerns, myths and facts, and the stance Duchesne County has taken opposing the Biden Administration’s executive order 14008, and calls upon the Department of Interior to immediately stop its unnecessary, unproductive and damaging review of the federal oil and gas regulations.  Parties review and discuss the letter.  Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the letter as presented.  Commissioner Hansen seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Recess
(10:24 a.m.)

Discussion and Consideration of the Duchesne County COVID-19 plan of action
	(10:34 a.m.)
Human Resource Director Melissa Yergensen presents the Duchesne County Plan for COVID-19 exposure prevention, preparedness, and response as requested by OSHA.  Parties review and discuss the plan in extensive detail.  Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the Duchesne County Plan for COVID-19 exposure prevention, preparedness, and response as a working document.  Commissioner Hansen seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Discussion and Consideration of retainer agreement regarding oil and gas amicus brief 
(10:50 a.m.)
	This agenda item is continued to April 19, 2021.

	Auditors Office - Vouchers 
	(10:52 a.m.)
Deputy Clerk-Auditor Judy Stevenson presents the vouchers for April 12, 2021, check numbers 153280 through 153357 for two hundred two thousand, two hundred nine dollars and forty-one cents. ($202,209.41) Commissioner Hansen makes a motion to approve the vouchers as presented in the amount of $202,209.41.  Commissioner Miles seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes

	Tax Deferrals
	(11:01 a.m.)
Treasurer Stephen Potter presents a tax deferral that will be paid off before the May 2021 tax sale.  Parties review and discuss the deferral.  Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the tax deferral and allow the taxpayer to work with the Treasurer’s office to fit in the criteria.  Commissioner Hansen seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.  Backup documentation can be found in OnBase.

	Payroll
	(11:04 a.m.)
Human Resource Assistant Jamie Park presents the payroll ending April 3, 2021, with 195 employees.  Commissioner Hansen makes a motion to approve the payroll ending April 3, 2021, as presented.  Commissioner Miles seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Consideration of Minutes for Combined Commission Meeting held April 5, 2021 
(11:06 a.m.)
Parties review minutes for the Combined Commission meeting held on April 5, 2021.  Commissioner Hansen makes a motion to approve the Minutes from Combined Commissioner Meeting held on April 5, 2021, as corrected.  Commissioner Miles seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Presentation of award from the Duchesne County School District to the Duchesne County Commissioners 
(11:20 a.m.)
Duchesne County School District Human Resources Director Phillip Bertosh presents a 212’ – The Extra Degree award to the Duchesne County Commissioners in recognition for their service to Duchesne County School District students.  

Commission Calendaring &Weekly Update on Events
(11:25 p.m.) 

Closed meeting – Strategy Session to Discuss:  Pending or Reasonably Imminent Litigation
(11:42 a.m.)
Commissioner Hansen makes a motion to go in and out of a closed meeting for a strategy session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation.  Commissioner Miles seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Back in Session
	(11:55 a.m.)
		


Discussion and Consideration of legal services for Seven County Infrastructure Coalition
(11:56 a.m.)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Seven County Infrastructure Coalition, SCIC, is having to represent themselves for the Living Rivers lawsuit, and they need assistance for legal counsel.  An agreement has been presented, ensuring the county gets paid back for its contribution when funding is available.  Commissioner Miles makes a motion to allow the Chair to sign the agreement to give SCIC $35,000.00 for legal services.  Commissioner Hansen seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Closed meeting – Strategy Session to Discuss:  The Character, Professional Competence, or Physical or Mental Health of an Individual
(11:58 a.m.)
Commissioner Hansen makes a motion to go in and out of a closed meeting for a strategy session to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual.  Commissioner Miles seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes. 

	Back in Session
	(1:24 p.m.)
	No action to be taken

Adjournment
(1:25 p.m.)
Commissioner Hansen makes a motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:25 p.m. Commissioner Miles seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the forum adjourns.



Read and approved this on the 19th day of April 2021.



	 
	
	 
	

	Greg Todd
	
	JoAnn Evans
	

	Commission Chairman
	
	Clerk/Auditor
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