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Scoping and Values



Draft Alternatives 

• Document to share what was technically 
feasible and addressed the MTS 
attributes and objectives

• Each alternative built off of the July EIS 
Alternatives report and included a rail 
alternative

• Regional scope and approaches

• Initial evaluation of each comprehensive 
alternative 



Public Comment and Design Your Transit

Several Public Comment periods 
throughout the process

Public Comment on scope, attributes, and 
objectives 

Public Comment on alternatives report

Ongoing public engagement and comment

Design your Transit game

Online, interactive game allowed users to invest 
in options they thought would meet objectives



Staff and 
Consultant 
Recommendations 
12/2020

• Consultant recommendations reflect 
outcomes and findings from the Fall 2020 
Stakeholders Summit

• Staff recommendations incorporate 
findings from scoping report, design your 
transit, public comment, and 



CWC staff 
recommends 
the following: 

Pursue enhance valley transit service 
discussed in MTS draft alternatives

Evaluate improving train or bus access from TRAX 
line to the mouth of BCC and LCC, depending on 
how cost and impacts affect Canyons entrances 
parking and community impacts

Work to extend service of the SLC-PC 
Connect

Recommend continued reduction of user 
conflicts in Millcreek Canyon and work to 
implement a future shuttle program



Big 
Cottonwood 
Canyon

Winter express bus to resorts

Year-round local (trailheads, businesses, and communities)

Bike/Ped improvements

Tolling

Limited on-road parking

Paid parking at resorts

Support smaller transportation hubs adjacent to canyons 
with increased Valley transit service



Little 
Cottonwood 
Canyon

Year-round local bus service

Tolling

Limited on-road parking

At this point in the evaluation process, any roadway 
widening in Little Cottonwood Canyon is not supported or 
recommended.

No recommendation on snowsheds at this time.



Cottonwood 
Canyon 
Connections

• No specific recommendation for connections 
between the Cottonwood Canyons 
immediately. However, there may be enough 
demand between recreation and emergency 
use to implement a connection.

• Recommended that it won’t be a road/car-
based connection



Big 
Cottonwood 
Canyon-Park 

City 
Connection

• No recommendation at this time for a base-
to-base aerial gondola connection between 
Big Cottonwood Canyon and Park City.



Evaluation Matrix

• 31 point evaluation of EIS alternatives and 
modes

• Combining MTS objectives/attributes, 
Mountain Accord values, and December’s 
condition and factors

• Evaluated and scored through EIS and MTS 
lens for Little Cottonwood Canyon



Staff 
Evaluation 
Matrix

Enhanced Bus

• EIS score: 39

• MTS score: 44

Enhanced Bus w/ Extended Shoulder

• EIS score: 39

• MTS score: 44

Cog Rail La Caille

• EIS score: 58

• MTS score: 69

Aerial Gondola mouth LCC

• EIS score: 50

• MTS score: 61

Aerial Gondola La Caille

• EIS score: 59

• MTS score: 66



March Staff 
Recommendations
Carry forward 12/2020 recommendation

• Bus service for BCC

• Seasonal (winter) express bus to ski resorts

• Year-round local bus serving trailheads, 
businesses, and residents

• Tolling, limited parking 

• Bike/Ped improvements

• Enhance valley transit outlined in Alternatives 
Report

• Work to extend service of the SLC-PC Connect

• Recommend continued reduction of user conflicts 
in Millcreek Canyon and work to implement a 
future shuttle program



March Staff 
Recommendations 

• Little Cottonwood Canyon
• Variable tolling
• Limited parking
• Improved pedestrian and bicycling 

infrastructure 
• Preference for a rail-based mode

• Year-round service
• Include “whistle-stops” to serve 

a variety of canyon uses 
• Pursue alignment that minimizes  

the need for avalanche sheds
• Must extend to line to existing 

Trax and Frontrunner lines



Little Cottonwood 
Canyon Rail 
Recommendation

• High Scores

• Capacity, ability to meet 
demand, reduce 
vehicles

• Speed, Frequency, 
Comfort/Convenience

• Economic impact, 

• Regional context, ability 
to tie into existing rail 
lines

• Low Scores

• Initial capital costs

• Vegetation impacts

• Potential wildlife 
impacts

• Impacts on watershed 
during construction

• Compatibility with 
local plans




