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Holden Town Council Meeting
 February 10, 2021



Started: 8:00 pm
Present: Mayor Darren Fox, Council Members: Josalyn Stevens, Jim Blodgett, David Wood, and Phil Whatcott 
Staff: Tina Stevens, Becky O’Neill , Rod Dastrup, Tyler Teuscher
Visitors: 

Pledge: Mayor Fox
Prayer: Jim Blodgett


Approval of January 13, 2021, Council Meeting Minutes

Phil Whatcott motioned to accept the minutes for Holden Town Council Meeting, January 13, 2021, Jim Blodgett seconded; roll was called, Josalyn Stevens- yes; Jim Blodgett- yes; Phil Whatcott-yes; David Wood- yes; Mayor Fox-yes.


Payment of payroll/reimbursements and bills
The bills/payroll/reimbursement invoices dated January 14, 2021- February 10, 2021, were given to the council before the meeting.  The council had no questions.


[bookmark: _Hlk58846460][bookmark: _Hlk66080108]Josalyn Stevens motioned to pay bills/payroll/reimbursement invoices dated January 14, 2021- February 10, 2021, Phil Whatcott seconded; roll was called, Josalyn Stevens- yes; Jim Blodgett- yes; Phil Whatcott- yes; David Wood- yes; Mayor Fox-yes.

Holden Town Treasurer
a. There were four applicants for the town treasurer job. Mayor Fox, Julianne Johnson, and Becky O’Neill interviewed them and reviewed their applications. The recommendation was taken to the council and Tyler Teucher was hired as the new town treasurer. 
b. Tina conferred the Oath of Office to Tyler.
Phil Whatcott– Water and Fire Department
a. Water- The 40-year water rate and the master plans are complete. These plans are available in the post office for residents to look at. In the next 3-year period action needs to start. Water rates need to be raised to receive grants. Rural water is going to do a water rate study for the town at no charge. The water rate study summary will help the council make an educated water rate adjustment for Holden Town. The council discussed the future water shortage. Residents need to be conservative. Ecwag is funding that will grant up to 1 million dollars, that will help in an emergency to fund new water sources. 
b. Fire department- revenue is in particularly good shape.

Jim Blodgett – Roads and Land fill
a. Jim acknowledged the good job that Rod and Dan have done keeping the roads and sidewalks clean after and during snowstorms.
Josalyn Stevens- Parks, Recreation and CERT
a. Rod took out the flag poles out of the Veteran’s Memorial, a larger flagpole for the American flag has been donated to the town. The council discussed relocating the military branch flags onto the grass. 
David Wood- Electric
a. Per discussion last month Dave Wood made the motion to accept Dixie Power’s bid for electrical work and to move forward.
David Wood motioned to approve accepting Dixie Power’s bid of $13,500 to move the electric lines and poles on 300 S, Phil Whatcott seconded; roll was called Josalyn Stevens- yes; Jim Blodgett- yes; Phil Whatcott- yes; David Wood- yes; Mayor Fox-yes.

b. The electric in the back of the post office needs to be extended. An Electrician will need to do the work. Rod will get a couple bids.
c. Sunrise Engineering has been working on the Electric GIS system. 
Mayor Darren Fox – Cemetery and Employees
a. Rod, Becky, and Rose have been working on straightening out the cemetery. There are not that many lots available. Rod talked about extending the cemetery a section at a time until the south side is completed. Mayor would like to meet with Rod and go over a plan. Funding to extend the cemetery could be an issue. Becky and Tina will see if any of the perpetual fund could be used. Cemetery Fund vs. Perpetual Care fund.
The council looked at the resolutions on fraud and decided that they would take one resolution each month until they are completed.
Cares Act Funding- The Care Act Funding came to the total of $33,400. This funding has been spent on corona virus expenses and the addition to the post office. The post office is still in the building phase and will cost approximately $15,000 to complete. The capital project fund has $4,500 set aside specifically for projects like this. The council has money set aside in the general fund budget that can be pulled from to pay for the rest of the post office. Thanks to Rod for the town PO addition. The post office does have other issues inside the building that will need to be addressed in the future. 
Xpress Bill pay is up and working well, and the issues are getting figured out. 
Mayor is working on an emergency preparedness plan for the town. He should have it ready to present to the council in a few months.
Adjournment: 9:06 pm
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/s/Kristina Stevens
Holden Town Clerk
February 16, 2021
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