LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
November 18th, 2020
7:00 p.m.
Leamington Town Hall

Those present:					
Russ Finlinson, Mayor					Dan Bradfield, Council Member
Chad McPherson, Council Member				Trampis Fleming, Council Member
Steven Holman is not present					Lily Burrows, Treasurer
Ann Finlinson, Clerk/Recorder				Cindy Butler, Town Resident				

Town Council meeting called to order at 7:14 pm.  The bills have been reviewed and signed. 

Minutes:   The October minutes have been approved. Chad motions that we accept the minutes, Russ seconds, motion passed. 

Open and Public Training Meeting:  Russ read the next paragraph concerning open and closed public meetings.  When an open and frank exchange of ideas is compromised, a closed meeting is in order.  Tape recordings should be made for both. The public can listen to these recordings based on a judge’s determination of applicability.

Enterprise Zone:   Cindy Butler is here to work on the final details of the resolution and paperwork to put the Enterprise Zone into effect for Leamington.  We need to have final confirmation recorded in our minutes.  Cindy is reminding us that we worked on this in April 2019.  We need to pass a final resolution.  The Enterprise Zone is for tax credits for businesses located within the zone.  Tax credits are available to eligible businesses in designated enterprise zones from the start of the tax year in which the designation is made. The full amount of the tax credit may be carried over for three years.  

Tax credits available include:
· A $750 tax credit for each new full-time position created within the Enterprise Zone and filled for at least six months
· An additional $500 tax credit if the new position pays at least 125% of the county average monthly wage for the respective industry
· An additional $750 tax credit if the new position is in a business which adds value to agricultural commodities through manufacturing or processing
· An additional $200 tax credit for two consecutive years for each new employee insured under an employer-sponsored health insurance program if the employer pays at least 50% of the premium
· A tax credit of 25% of the first $200,000 spent on rehabilitating abuilding which has been vacant for at least two years,
· An annual investment tax credit of 10% of the first $250,000 in investment and 5% of the next $1,000,000 qualifying investment in plant, equipment, or other depreciable property.

More information about tax credits can be obtained by contacting James Dixon at the Governor’s Office of Economic Development – phone number (801) 538-8687 or email jdixon@utah.gov.

Cindy’s farm and ranch would benefit from purchasing farm equipment and there are other farms that would also benefit.  This is a five-year term which began in January 2020 and will end on December 21, 2024.  The legislature will then terminate the contract. 

Dan is wondering if buying a new tractor and putting in a farm building related to the family business would qualify for a tax credit. Cindy says that would qualify. She is working with Stuart Clayson from the State Board.  He is helping Cindy get the process completed.  

Cindy is reading the resolution number 2020-11-01 that all property within the town boundaries be designated an enterprise zone. Chad motioned that we accept the resolution, Trampis seconded, all in favor, motion passed unanimously. 

USDA water grant:  We are applying for a grant from the USDA to drill a new water well.  We need to find out when the chartering was done and need to find a copy of the Leamington Charter.  James Saunders will help us with the process.  We need to apply for a SAMS and a DUNS number for USDA and for FEMA.  The USDA will give up to a million-dollar grant for a new well to improve water quality. We are estimating that that would cost about $750,000 for a well, then we could apply the remaining $250,000  for a new 160,000-gallon water tank, which costs about $320,000  at $2 per gallon, then apply for a FEMA grant for the rest of the cost of the water tank.  Dan heard that steel tanks are less expensive than concrete tanks, we need to check into that.  Russ is concerned that we may have rust in the water from the steel tank.  We have an old railroad tank that we are currently using. The first grant we apply for is just the search grant for $30,000 to begin the engineering and permitting processes.   

Water: 
Purchase of Backflow Preventors:  We just want to get a few hundred of screw-on backflow preventors to put on the outside of town residents’ water systems.  We need to build this into the plan for our required certification.  We can order about 300 at $5 apiece and use them as needed.  Chad will talk to Todd about them and get them ordered.  
Well Water Replacement Credit: Chad is working on the credit for water replacement.
Chlorination Building: 
Chad is also working on the fencing around the chlorine building.  Chad looked at panels that are fireproof.  The shape would be rectangular.  He would need around 20 panels for a total cost of about $2000.  Russ is wondering if the panels could be easily stolen.  The panels are from Mountain County Equipment.  Dan thinks if we welded them together that would help prevent theft.  We also need to get a concrete ramp and walkway for the chlorine bottles so the cylinders can be delivered easily.  Russ would also like a surrounding wall of cinder blocks to enclose the bottles with enough room for delivery.  The extra chlorine bottle could also be stored inside the building as a possibility.
Well Road:
Shann Finlinson is okay with the condition of the road going to the tanks.  We have a right-of-way to the tanks and to the water line going to Spence’s place.  We had discussed graveling the road.  Chad will talk to Shann about the road and we will try to get that road graveled.  We received $5000 from the insurance company that can cover the cost of the fencing panels.  
Magnum Water Lease:
Magnum sent us a new agreement and increased their payment for their water use. They sent us another check which is an increase of $6000.  This is the finalized agreement.  Russ will sign it if all are in agreement. We have a new check for $42,000 to deposit.  
Water Line: 
Chad is discussing the water line for Jerry and Ann Finlinson.  The town purchased the 8” pipe for Darbin Neilsen and Todd installed it. This is what the town will do for Jerry, the town will purchase the 8” pipe and the valve, and Jerry will pay for the excavation. 

We want to recognize Darwin Starks who has come into the meeting.

Fire Department: Dave Frandsen brought in some invoices and receipts for radio equipment for the fire department which is covered financially through the Utah Cares grants for Covid-19.  

Roads/Cemetery: 
Paving Main Street: We were delayed in paving Main Street because of the weather.  Conditions were too cold for work to progress and Geneva Rock could not guarantee work quality, so we must wait until spring for the roadwork to begin.  Chad would like us to chip and seal the other road in town at the same time, this is what we will plan to do.  We will also have the potholes filled in before the chip and seal.  We must decide whether we want single chip and seal vs. double chip and seal.  We are asking for an estimation of cost and we will compare the durability of each option.  The last time the road was done was 7-8 years ago on the micro seal which cost $64,000.  We wanted a harder surface with a concrete base, which is what the micro seal was.  Chad would also like some road base on the road edges.  Chad thinks this would be inexpensive.  Russ says the road is 21 feet wide, then by the Ferrell residence we would widen it to 23 feet wide, then  taper it down by 18 inches  by  the Tolley residence, then  increase the road one foot wider at the bottom of the hill.  Russ put some rock down there to help with the base.  The side fractures off by Tolley’s.  

In the bid from Geneva rock, they first sweep off all the fractured edge, then the paver fills in all the depressions and puts in a 2-inch layer on top. Chad thinks the east edge will continue to fracture if we do not put the road base in before the paving.  Russ does not think that is necessary.  Chad thinks we have continued to lose the edge due to heavy trucks.  Russ thinks it is due to not being thick enough initially. He noticed when he was cutting the road it was not thick enough.  If the paving were 2 inches thick, he thinks that would be durable.  Chad should go look at it again and see what the situation is.  On the edges we would end up with more than 2 inches in thickness by the time they fill in the depressions.  They give an estimate for the road base and will refund the amount of road base that is not used.  From the ditch to the well house, there is not enough road base currently.  Gale thinks the road is compacted sufficiently.  There is more sand by the wellhouse.  

Darwin has a question about the water runoff harming the road.  The water comes down on the east side of the road and then funnels into the Leamington ditch.  On the west side of the road, the water funnels off prior to the gate by the wellhouse, and it is very sandy there so the water soaks in.  Chad thinks we should inspect the road to determine the best course of action.  Russ tried filling in the potholes with a shovel at much effort beforehand.

Cemetery Improvement Project:  The contractors will have the sprinkler system installed in the center section soon.  They have the drip system is installed outside the fence line on three sides currently.  They will be putting siding on the restroom soon. It will be concrete board.  They duplicated the Leamington arch sign made from steel tubing.  It turned out very well and matches the original sign. It is on the west side. There is lighting in the maintenance area and a propane generator.  Russ wants drought-resistant grass that is slower growing, that is still being investigated.  Dan says we need to do something about gopher poisoning.  Darwin says you must be careful with propane, it can blow graves out as a possibility.  
The road going to the cemetery needs work where the irrigation ditch is washing out close to the road. Russ came up with a plan that he wants to discuss with Troy Babb.  Chad says the owner of the property is Dick Gunn or perhaps his grandson.  Cindy Butler knows the name of the owner.  Trampis checked with Burningham, they will allow us to rent their bucket loader and fill in the ditch, then we will cut a new ditch with a backhoe or pipe the ditch.  It is a natural water channel, so the water will continue to run in that area.  We need to check with The Leamington Irrigation Company and determine the best course of action.  There is no fence there currently, so this is a good time to do the work.

Town Hall/Parks and Planning:  
Christmas – Russ does not see how we can have the Christmas activity with Covid spiking in Utah.  Chad suggests we buy prepackaged candy.    We can set the candy on the front porches of residents.  We need to find 400 bags of prepackaged candy. We can use some of the Covid grant money for that.  Chad will have Kelsey work on that.  

Russ wants approval to give any grant money that we do not use for Covid to give to the school district.  Chad motions that we give any excess Covid grant money to the school district.  Dan seconds, all in favor, motion passed.

ADA upgrade for handicap bathroom access:  Russ wants to get a set of flex steps. When you a button is pushed, the steps recede to a ramp.  Russ wants to put it on the south side of the reception room by the steps, he thinks it would otherwise block access to the doorway.  Steven had wanted to put it on the north side but Russ thinks that would block access to the doorway.  Other council members agree that the south side would be best. He has measured the dimensions and found that it would not block the window.  We could cut out a 4-foot section of the existing rail and move it a bit.  The flex stair comes with its own handrail.  The company that makes it is called Lift Up.  Russ is pursuing a Community Development Block Grant for funding.  We will also plan to install a handicap lift that goes down the stairs to the basement level bathroom, with a wheelchair available down there.  

We need to cut a check for Rack Em Up Construction for $26,945.56.  We have taken out from the original  request of $42,795.56: $50 for the sprinkler box and $150 for the new hydrant that was damaged by the lift hitting them, $650 for the dumpster emptying by Delta Garbage, and $15,000 for the earlier payment.  This will be the final payment for the roof installation to Rack Em Up Construction.

Russ wants to get a couple of rugs that have the Leamington logo and the word Welcome for the entryways from the Covid funding. We also need to put some non-slip coating on the entry steps.   

We have a wedding on December 12 for Heidi Western, and Jason Fowles on the 2nd of January.  

Russ picked up an old lift from IPP that will cost approximately $13.000. The cost of the lift was covered by a contribution from Bob Garlitz.

Adjourn:   Chad made a motion to adjourn at 8:41 pm.  Dan seconded the motion All in favor. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:41 p.m.  We will meet December 9th at 7 pm for our next meeting.
