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	                         Council Regular Meeting, November 4, 2020                    

[image: RC_logo_2955] Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Riverdale City Council held Wednesday, November 4, 2020, at 6:00 p.m., at the Civic Center, 4600 S Weber River Dr., Riverdale City, Weber County, Utah.

Present: 	City Council: 		Norm Searle, Mayor
			Braden Mitchell, Councilmember
				Brent Ellis, Councilmember
Alan Arnold, Councilmember
					Bart Stevens, Councilmember
					Steve Hilton, Councilmember		
							

City Employees:		Steve Brooks, City Attorney/Acting City Administrator
			Bill Cobabe, City Administrator
			Scott Brenkman, Police Chief
			Shawn Douglas, Public Works
Rich Taylor, Community Services
Cody Cardon, Business Administrator
Jared Sholly, Fire Chief
Shalee Nay, City Recorder

		
		

A. Welcome & Roll Call

	The City Council meeting began at 6:09 p.m. Mayor Searle called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance, including all Council Members, City Staff, and all members of the public. 

B. Pledge of Allegiance

	Mayor Searle invited Councilmember Ellis to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

C. Moment of Silence 

	Mayor Searle called for a moment of silence to remember all of those who are serving our country and all our first responders. Also, to keep in mind our Councilmembers, that they may serve the residents by making the best decisions for the city tonight. He noted that there are four new cases of COVID19 in Riverdale City, and to please keep them in your thoughts. 

D. Public Comment

	Mayor Searle invited any member of the public with questions or concerns to address the Council and asked that they keep their comments to approximately three minutes. No action will be taken during public comment. There was no public comment made. 
	
E. Presentations and Reports
1.	Mayors Report

Mayor Searle noted that the Veterans Day program will not be held in person this year. Instead, we have made a video containing clips of each segment. The video will be like the normal in person event and it is going to be posted on Facebook, along with YouTube. This will give residents the chance to view it at any time. 


F. Consent Items

1.	Consideration to approve the City Council meeting minutes from: October 20, 2020 Work Session and Regular Session.

	Mayor Searle invited any corrections or comments regarding the above referenced meeting minutes. There was an amendment requested. 

MOTION: 	Councilmember Mitchell moved to approve the meeting minutes as amended. Councilmember Ellis seconded the motion. There was not any discussion regarding this motion. The motion passed unanimously in favor. 
    



G. Action Items

1. Consideration of Ordinance 927, approving updates on previous Ordinance to meet current water demand requirements. 

Shawn Douglas, Public Works, went over the executive summary which explained, Based on work done with Hansen, Allen & Luce we have determined that the amount of water required for each ERC in Riverdale is .91 acre feet per year. An ERC is defined as an Equivalent Residential Connection. The state now requires that we analyze each new development to make sure we have enough water capacity and water storage capacity. By requiring the new developments to bring water rights with them we will help keep our water costs lower. I would recommend we make this change at this time. We need to continue to review and study our water capacities and make changes as needed based on the types of new growth.
	
MOTION:	Councilmember Mitchell moved to approve Ordinance 927 as stated within the packet. Councilmember Hilton seconded the motion.  
				
Mayor Searle invited discussion regarding the motion. There was not a discussion.

ROLL CALL VOTE: 	All voted in favor. Motion passes.   


2. Consideration of Resolution 2020-23, to approve employment contract for Riverdale City Administrator.

Mayor Searle went over the executive summary which explained, with the passing of our previous city administrator, it has come time to hire and approve a contract for the new administrator. Riverdale City and the FWC now desire to have the employment agreement between them reduced in writing for the period and under the terms of said agreement; and by doing so will promote the health, safety and the general welfare of the City and community at large.

MOTION:	Councilmember Ellis moved to un-table this item; Councilmember Mitchell seconded the motion. Motion passes, item is un-tabled. 

Mayor Searle invited discussion regarding the motion. There was not a discussion. Councilmember Arnold noted that Councilmember Stevens is having issues logging back into the meeting, and we should wait until he is present. 

Councilmember Arnold stated that the way the contract is written now, he will not be voting in favor. Councilmember Stevens was able to get his computer up and running and was now back in the council meeting. 

Councilmember Mitchell stated that he would like to see Section 7-1-D removed. He noted that he does not agree that if the city fails to renew this contract, that it would be the same as a termination. Councilmember Arnold agreed. 

Councilmember Arnold stated that he does not agree with anything longer than three months’ severance. Anything exceeding three months is a golden parachute and does not benefit the city in any way. He would also like to see the COBRA and Retirement pay be removed as well. He asked about the car allowance. Mr. Cardon explained that they found it more beneficial to do a monthly allowance in place of providing a vehicle. Councilmember Mitchell stated that he is fine with keeping COBRA in the contract because during hard times, it can be very difficult to find health benefits. 


MOTION:	Councilmember Mitchell moved to approve Resolution 2020-23 authorizing agreement for employment with discussed changes, including 7-1-D being removed. Along with having three months’ severance instead of six, as well as keeping COBRA insurance but striking paying retirement that is listed in contract. Councilmember Ellis seconded the motion.  

Mayor Searle invited discussion on this motion. There was no discussion on the motion.

		ROLL CALL VOTE:	All voted in favor. Motion passes. 

3. Consideration of Resolution 2020-24, finding that certain Riverdale City employees are “substantially dedicated” for mitigating or responding to the COVID19 public health emergency. 

Cody Cardon, Business Administration, went over the executive summary which explained, It appears that part of the CARES funds being distributed to Riverdale City can be used to pay the salary	and benefits of employees who qualify as “substantially dedicated” to dealing with fighting the Corona Virus. It is the staffs position that we use a portion of those funds to off-set the costs and expense to the city to employ these individuals in ways that have never been contemplated and/or deviate from the standard duties and procedures used in the city prior to the infestation of the virus. Money not used for the standard salary purposes could then be used and directed in other ways, to be determined by the Council in future budget amendments.


MOTION:	Councilmember Arnold moved to approve Resolution 2020-24, with approval from Mayor Searle after the discussion regarding this item with staff, Councilmember Mitchell seconded the motion. 

Mayor Searle invited discussion regarding the motion. There was not a discussion.

ROLL CALL VOTE:	All voted in favor. Motion passes.

4. Discussion/Consideration/Action on wild animal control within the city. 

Scott Brenkman, Police Chief, he stated that this item was discussed during a previous meeting. He stated that he still stands with what he stated during that previous meeting. He noted that there were phone calls made to surrounding cities, and none of those cities provides wild animal control. He stated that there are people for hire that the residents may contact. But the city should not have to pay those hefty costs. He stated if the council wants to approve the city providing these services, then there should be at least a $50.00 fee attached with that service. He noted that these matters should be left to the professionals that have the proper equipment to handle wild animals. He stated that even when hiring a professional service, that if there are any issues or the animal bites the person, then that large fee becomes even larger. He noted that he believes that it should be left to residents to take care of these issues. 

Steve Brooks, City Attorney, stated that he had made some phone calls to companies that provide these services to see if he could get a quote for the city to have them contracted with them to provide this service to the Riverdale City residents. He noted that none of the companies got back in touch with him. However, he did state that Chief Brenkman is correct, those fees are very expensive. 

Councilmember Mitchell stated that he was the initial person who requested this item to be addressed. He noted that this has been a big complaint that he often hears from residents. He stated that he just wanted to see if there was anything the city could do to help with those residents that are dealing with these wild animals. 

Chief Brenkman noted that DWR has instructions for residents to help them dispose of the wild animals themselves. He stated that he lives in an area that has racoons and skunks, and he deals with them himself. These animals are habitual and that they will always come back. He noted that the previous animal control officer went out and tried to catch a racoon and It was not sedated as she thought, and she ended up having to get a series of rabies shots. 

Mayor Searle stated that there was an issue with a wild animal. He borrowed a trap from the police station so he could take care of the issue. He then called Pest Control to dispose of the animal, it had taken awhile for them to do so. He noted that Pest Control charged him $400.00 to dispose of the animal. He stated that he thinks the city needs to be careful when it comes to issues such as this, to avoid any incidents that involve private property. He noted that providing a service like this may open other doors for the city to provide other private property issues. 

Councilmember Arnold stated that he believes it would be a good idea for the city to provide traps that the residents may borrow. This way the city is showing effort to help, and it leaves the issue in the hands of the resident and not the city. He also noted that the residents that he spoke with, the main complaint was they did not know what to do. He requested that we could put contact information for the companies that help with these issues and state that we have traps for borrow on the city website.  

Councilmember Stevens stated that he has heard of complaints from the residents on this subject as well. He noted that Chief Brenkman provided numbers during a previous meeting on disposal of these animals. Also, there have been traps loan out to the residents for them to take care of the issues themselves. He stated that he believes that if we are going to consider providing traps, that we as a city should have a fee attached to that service. Also, make sure that there is a log taken, this way we make sure we get our traps back. He noted that there are skunks and there are racoons, but they are wild life. He stated that if we are going to provide this, then we need to broadcast this, this way all residents can have this service, instead of just a certain area. He believes that his is not an area that the city wants to go and that we need to be cautious on handling anything that deals with private property. 

Mayor Searle asked if we have a consensus on providing traps to borrow for city residents. Councilmember Arnold stated that he believes that there should not be a fee required with borrowing the traps but a log to track which resident borrows a trap. 

Consensus from Councilmember Mitchell, Ellis, Arnold, and Hilton. Councilmember Stevens is opposed. 

	

H. Discretionary Items

Bill Cobabe, City Administrator, introduced himself to the council and city staff that was present. He spoke about his family and previous employment. He noted that he is very excited to be working with Riverdale City.  
	
I. Adjournment.

MOTION:	Having no further business to discuss, Councilmember Mitchell made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Arnold; all voted in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:34 p.m.



__________________________________		__________________________________ 	
Norm Searle, Mayor					Shalee Nay, City Recorder


Date Approved: 
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