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Minutes

Planning Commission Work Session 
October 7, 2020
1.   Opening ceremonies:

Planning Commission Chairman, Alan Paystrup, called the meeting to order at 7:24 PM.  A Quorum was present.

Those in attendance:

Commissioners Alan Paystrup, Barbara Anderson, and Chris Chipping

Town Council Member-Jesse Richmond

Deputy Town Clerk – Heather Poulsen, Planning Commission Secretary

Commissioner Heath Butler was absent.

2.    Discussion Items:
Multifamily dwelling units


Allowing duplex and fourplex units was discussed in past meetings.  The commission liked the idea of requiring a separate septic system for each unit.  They had discussed how big of a piece of property to require for the units.  Secretary Heather Poulsen did some research and explained what she had found.  You could require a half-acre per unit so that the requirements were the same as a house but that would leave a fourplex on a two-acre lot. The upside is there is plenty of room for the septic systems however most people who are building this type of multifamily unit don’t want that much yard to keep up.  Another option would be to require a half-acre for a duplex and a full acre for a fourplex.  You could require the land owner have to petition the town to get the property rezoned as multifamily zone.  The town would have to have a public meeting for input in order for it to be rezoned.  That would give the public a time to ask questions and voice any concerns they have.  Then you could require the landowner to have the soil test done and the whole septic tank engineered to fit on the piece of property before the building permit was issued.  They would have to show that the whole leach field could fit on their property before a permit would even be issued.  That would give the town the security knowing that everything would be able to fit on the property but it would be the landowner’s responsibility.  It would also give landowners the option to build multifamily units without as much yard to upkeep.  

Alan Paystrup was worried about lot size.  Are we undermining our ½ acre lot size if we allow something like this?  He really doesn’t want people pushing to go back to ¼ acre lot sizes.


Barbara wondered if they were interested in allowing things like mother-in-law apartments. 


Most commissioners liked the idea of landowners having to get it rezoned and making the multifamily unit zoning be a ½ acre for a duplex and 1 acre for a fourplex.  Then making the landowner have fully engineered septic tank and leach field on building plans showing it will fit on the property before a building permit would be issued.  They asked secretary Heather Poulsen to write something up for the next meeting.
3.   Other questions:
Alan wondered if Alan Kendall’s name had been submitted to the town council to fill a spot on the planning commission yet.  Heather explained that the town council did not meet last month so his name had not been submitted yet.
4. Meeting Adjourned:
The meeting was adjourned at 8:04 PM.

____________________________________________

Heather Poulsen, Deputy Town Clerk

Planning Commission Secretary
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