

August 20, 2020

Town Board Present:    Mayor Kevin Eldredge, Tony Dinges, Melissa Poulsen, Kurt Sawyer & Jim Kabonic

Staff Present:  Jacie Torgersen, Kerri Justus, Dave Barnhurst & Kerry Barney

Public Present:    Lincoln Poulsen, Russ Riggs & Lorin Thompson

1. Meeting Called to Order


Mayor Eldredge welcomed everyone to the meeting and the meeting began at 7:10pm.  The opening prayer was offered by Councilor Poulsen and Councilor Kabonic led those present in the pledge.
2. Approval of July 15, 2020 meeting minutes 

Jacie Torgersen asked for some more information on the July minutes including the prayer, pledge and adjournment.  Councilor Sawyer motioned to approve the minutes with the changes and Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
3. Review July Invoices, checks & financial report
Councilor Kabonic motion to approve the July expenditures and Councilor Sawyer seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.  Councilor Sawyer motioned to send a copy of all the invoices received from the Party Pooper to the county to see what amount they will help pay for them and Councilor Poulsen seconded the motion.
4. Public Hearings

4.1.a Riverside Request for Liquor License

Riverside would like to get the town’s approval to submit a request to the state for a liquor license for their new restaurant.  There has been a license there in the past so it should meet all qualifications.  This is a new owner and restaurant.  Councilor Kabonic motioned to give them approval to apply to the state for the license and Councilor Sawyer seconded the motion.

Zina Chavers came in later to get the permit from the town.

Tony’s Outpost has never completed their background check so they have not been issued their liquor license and the store is in operation.  Councilor Sawyer will talk to Mr. Kade Iverson and let him know that he needs to get it turned in.

5. Petitions, Remonstrations and Communications


5.1 Appraisal for town property
Mayor Eldredge had 2 bids for the town to have appraisals done.  Jacie Torgersen got the names from the county and Panguitch City for appraisers.  They are both from St. George.  The bid from Morley & McConkie is $2250-$2500 and the bid from Dan Johnson is for $2000.  There are two separate pieces of property there.  The north piece next to Ferrill Barney’s property is 2 acres and the south piece is 3 ½ acres.

Councilor Sawyer doesn’t think that the town should sell the whole thing.  He would like to see the road at 300 S line up with Wilson’s Road to straighten up the intersection from the property.  The town could split the lot how they wanted.  He thinks that the town should keep the triangle piece where the sign is also and maybe put a little ½ acre park there to welcome people to town.  His feeling would be to sell maybe 3 acres.  Councilor Kabonic thinks the town should hang on to it and not sell it.  He does not want to have an appraisal done on it.  Councilor Dinges doesn’t think the town should sell it either, he likes getting the monthly income from the lease.  Councilor Poulsen also thinks the town should hold on to the property a little longer. Mayor Eldredge did not voice an opinion since he has a conflict of interest.

Jordan Blackburn would like to extend the lease out from 5 years to 10 years if they are going to keep leasing it.  Councilor Dinges prefers the lease where it gives the town money and control over the property.  Councilor Kabonic motioned not to have the appraisal done until it is decided what the town wants to do with the property and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion.  Councilor Poulsen voted in favor of the motion and Councilor Sawyer voted against the motion The use of the property will be on the agenda next month to discuss on the length of lease etc.


5.2 Blackburn Propane/trailers
The trailers that are on the Blackburn Propane property belong to an outfitter from Emery County.  They are just here for the hunt and then they will be gone, around October 15th. They are related to Blackburn Propane.  They needed to get a conditional use permit from the town to put the trailers there.  Councilor Dinges thinks that it is a mess and if Blackburn is wanting to purchase or lease property from the town, they need to take care of it.  Councilor Kabonic feels that the town made the Thompson’s jump through hoops to put trailers on their property.  There are rules and regulations for this and they didn’t ask, they just did it.
Russell Riggs feels that the outfitters couldn’t apply for a conditional use permit because they don’t own the property.  The conditional use permit would have to come from Blackburn’s because they are leasing the property and the town actually owns the property.  Councilor Kabonic feels that it goes against the town ordinances and it is a mess so they shouldn’t be allowed to stay there.  Mayor Eldredge will let Blackburn Propane know that they either need to file for a conditional use permit or move the trailers ASAP.


5.3 Roadbase & Chip seal/PCI gravel contract
Councilor Sawyer talked with PCI about trading water for the road.  They spend about $2,000 a year on water.  They are willing to do a couple years’ worth of water but it would take about 20 years to pay off the water for the amount of work that we want done.  They would do some but can’t do it all.  Their bid is for $46,263 for 300 S and the bench road.  The bench road would be close to $30,000.  Mayor Eldredge thinks the bid seems a little high but he doesn’t know who else would bid on it around here.  They would put the gravel in, compact and make the crown on the road.  The county is going to start September 1st and PCI said they could have it done August 31st.  The county engineer will come out and go review the roads with Councilor Sawyer & Mayor Eldredge.  $4,000 worth of water to the town won’t go too far on the gravel.  The bench road is going to have to be cleared and some of the trees, bushes and things hauled off.  Councilor Kabonic feels that the road is mostly used by ATV’s.  Councilor Poulsen feels that improving the road will help to get out there in the winter.  Councilor Dinges wants to do the Proctor Canyon road because it is a town street and we should do it if we can.  The project is supposed to be $90,000 and the county wants the town to put $50,000 down.  The remainder of the balance will be paid over 4-5 years in yearly payments to the county from the town’s B&C road funds.  Russ Riggs has put road base on his road the last 15 years but it would probably need to be crowned to the cattleguard to chip seal it.  He has put 4 culverts in and will deed those over to the town.  Councilor Sawyer will see what else he can get worked out and then the council members will be contacted by text or email for a final vote on the project.

5.4 2020 Census
Mayor Eldredge just wanted to encourage everyone to fill out their census.  When he attended the county meeting only 36% of Hatch had it filled out at this time.


5.5 Hatch Cemetery
Councilor Poulsen is on the cemetery board and she has been doing reports and talking with the state and they are wondering why Hatch Cemetery is not part of the town.  They suggested that the cemetery be part of the town instead of a special service district.  Everything right now with the cemetery is volunteer work and it is a lot of work!  They are 3-year terms and it is hard to get people to serve and volunteer their time.  If it were a part of the town then the accounting and reports could be done could be done on the software that the town already uses.  A question was brought up about how the funding would work for the cemetery since it covers more area than the town.  Councilor Poulsen will get some further information from the county and state to discuss at the next meeting.

5.6 ATV Trail along highway 89
Councilor Poulsen was concerned about the trail along the highway in front of her house because there have been three ATV accidents there in the last week.  It is UDOT right of way so she would need to contact them to see if they could do something about it.


5.7 Fraud Risk Assessment Questionnaire
Councilor Dinges reviewed the assessment with the council and upon completion it was signed and dated by Councilor Dinges and Mayor Eldredge to submit with the town’s audit.


5.8 Cares Relief Funding
Jacie Torgersen did apply for funding for the town but the council needs to decide how they will use it.  There are specific requirements and how the money can and cannot be spent.  Panguitch is using the money to help their businesses.  The money will come in 3 allotments and the town would get $12,633.00 in total. The council will think of ideas and discuss it at the next meeting. 


5.9 CiviclinQ.com – help with ordinances
Jacie Torgersen was contacted and given a video link that she sent out to the council.  They are looking for communities to try out this program to help them with writing or rewriting ordinances.  This will be free to try out and Mrs. Torgersen thinks it would be good for the town to try it out and help with some of the ordinances that are in conflict.  The council agreed to try it out.

6. Ordinances
7. Report of Officers – boards – committees


7.1 Water Department – Water Usage
Water Usage for July 2020 was 1,784,000 gallons from well #4.  There is one leak at Corina Walker’s home.  The meter box is full of water.  Dave Barnhurst will need to drain it and find the leak.  Councilor Kabonic would like Dave Barnhurst to turn in his extra hours.  Dave said since February he has been getting about $5 an hour doing this job because there has been a lot with the roads, water lines and things.  The council would like him to keep track of how many hours he put in during a regular month so they could make a base number of hours and then pay him beyond that so he gets paid fairly.


7.1.a Water Shut-offs
Heather Scholz would like her water changed to residential from commercial.  She is not gong to get a conditional use permit because she is going to rent her home for longer than 30 days.  If she rents it less than 30 days it would be considered a vacation rental and she would need a conditional use permit.  If she rents it more than 30 days it is not a vacation rental and would not be considered commercial.  Kerri Justus will change it effective August 1st.


7.2 Fire Department-
There was one call out that Dennis Dalton & Russ Torgersen responded to, to help with traffic.  There was not a meeting held this month.  The town did get a letter about the fire departments ISO rating which is a ten.  It would be hard for the town to get back to the 6/9 rating.  There would have to be people willing to train and respond.


7.3 Road Department- 


7.3.a CIB Road Project Withdrawal
The town will have Josh Nowell turn in an official letter withdrawing the town’s application from CIB for the roads.

7.4 Parks & Recreation-
Councilor Poulsen felt like there was a good turn out for the 24th with everything the town was able to do.

7.4.a Signs & Slide Installation
There are 11 signs that need to be installed.  Jacie Torgersen wants to know exactly where they are supposed to be put and if the council can help in putting them in.  Kerry Barney will work on a map for the locations of the signs.

The town needs to get some cement and then they will need to have a work day to get the slides put in.  Councilor Poulsen will organize the work day once the cement is purchased and ready for the project.



7.4.b Bountiful Basket Site Request
Jacie Torgersen asked if it would be possible to use the community center for a site for bountiful baskets.  It was used a few years ago and she is trying to get it going again.  The council gave her permission to use the building.  It was a good thing when it was available here before.


7.5 Grants-

7.6 Planning & Zoning Commission
8. Unfinished Business
Tyler Wesley sent an email to the town concerning some property he would like to purchase at 667 N Hwy 89.  This 20 acres was recently purchased by Russell Riggs so it is no longer available.

9. New Business
Ben Neilson wants to buy the gravel that is out in the front of the town hall.  It is supposed to be to fill in around the fire hydrants so the council decided to keep the gravel.

The town dump truck is not lifting, David Barnhurst asked Councilor Dinges to check with the South Central guys and see if there is any trick to it.

Denise Dastrup from the Sherriff’s Office has requested a water bill list to be used in the reverse 911 system.  The council gave Kerri Justus permission to give her the list.

There was a request made about the council making an ordinance for flying drones in town.  They decided the best option would be to contact the Sheriff’s office if there is a problem with them.
Jacie Torgersen is going to do one more order of shirts.  This will be the 4th order this year and the last one.  She will order a few extras.

The next meeting will be on Thursday, September 17th.

10. Adjournment
Councilor Kabonic motioned to adjourn the meeting and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.  The meeting adjourned at 9:17pm.
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