


Tourism Tax Advisory Board (TTAB) Meeting
Held at:		Davis Conference Center - Meridian A Meeting Room			May 29, 2013
1572 N. Woodland Park Dr, Suite 510, Layton, UT 

Members present:
Andy Pettingill, Chair					Craig Shiner	
Terry Capener, Vice Chair				Teresa Sanderson
Kym Buttschardt					Gary Petersen
Emma Dugal						Angel Manfredini
Bruce Lloyd						Terry Capener	

Members excused:
Spence Kinard
		
 Staff present:
Commissioner Louenda Downs				Neka Roundy
Marlin Eldred						Annette Hanson
Steve Rawlings						

Visitors attending:
Scott Lunt, General Manager, Davis Conference Center
Dave Hilliard, Director of Operations, Davis Conference Center
Connie Harmston, Director of Sales, Davis Conference Center
Barbara Riddle, Davis Area Convention and Visitors Bureau
Dave Hansen, Legacy Event Center

Call to Order	Andy Pettingill
Introductions and Lunch Instructions	Scott Lunt, Chef Enrique Yescas
Davis Conference Center provided lunch to showcase what the conference center has to offer.
Davis County Events	Neka Roundy

Davis County Community and Economic Development sponsors four events each year to promote tourism and quality of life in Davis County, as well as raise funds for worthy organizations/causes.  Neka Roundy reported on the recent Bird Festival held May 16-20.  She also previewed the other three upcoming events and the causes which benefit from proceeds raised through these events:

Antelope by Moonlight Bike Ride  	July 19	Friends of Antelope Island
	Commissioners' Cup Golf Tournament        	August 14 	Davis County Youth Programs
   	Davis Gala Event 	September 5	Boys and Girls Club-Davis



Board members were encouraged to partner with Davis County CED by attending and/or supporting these events.  Volunteers are always welcome, as are monetary donations or donations of goods for prizes and silent auction baskets.

Legacy Event Center (LEC) Update	Dave Hansen 	
Dave reported back to the board on the status of the multipurpose soccer fields currently under construction.  He stated that the project is well underway and due to support of the county public works team, is running substantially under budget.  Deadline for bids on the project is the 17th of June; construction will start shortly thereafter with a projected beginning use timeframe for next fall.    American Kennel Club organizations have already been utilizing the Event Center. Now as expansion plans have been revealed, National Kennel Club organizations are also expressing great interest in using these new grassy fields. This brings a whole new crowd as the previous kennel events were often “black-tie” formal.  The new group appeals more to the traditional, main-stream breeders and owners.   In addition, the BMX crowd has become increasingly interested in Legacy Event Center offerings and has approached the management to bring national-level BMX events to Davis County.  In order to get the national shows, the track only needs slight modifications; thee changes are now planned.  The Tooele track has closed so Davis County LEC is revamping tracks to fit specifications for these national competitions; there is significant interest in signing additional high-level events.  Dave also reported that the LEC has 19 RV stalls in the first development phase, with supplemental RV stalls slotted to be available in the future.  Currently these rented spaces provide water and electricity only, with a central dump station available for that purpose.  These RV rental spaces are generally filled by customers who are a little different than those renting other RV pads at Cherry Hill and Lagoon, as these RVs are often full of dogs for the dog show, or others who are participating in Legacy Event Center-specific activities.

Other Business-Davis Area Convention and Visitors Bureau  	Barbara Riddle

Barbara Riddle shared the summer tourism brochure provided to encourage entertainment for families, entitled as “Summer of Fun in Davis County.”  Barbara provided copies of this brochure for board review and offered to supply members with additional copies at their request.  She mentioned a summer photo sharing champagne that the CVB is promoting via their website.  Barbara also reminded the TTAB of the cards provided to all hotels and many restaurants.  This CVB card has a QR code which directs visitors to the CVB mobi (mobile site) to aid them in making connections while visiting Davis County.

Other Business-Davis Conference Center and Surrounding Area

Gary Peterson questioned whether there are events that we are missing out on due to a need for expansion of the current Davis Conference Center and if expansion is possible or advisable.   Scott Lunt commented that there is a possibility to expand to the north at some point.  Steve Rawlings shared that the County is now negotiating and trying to determine if that property could be obtained for expansion.  Scott added that while moving that direction is definitely desirable, the most pressing current need is to provide more parking for the events that are already booking with the DCC.  Convenience and accessibility are critical factors in bringing and keeping guests in Davis County.  With that in mind, Craig Shiner questioned where the process of putting in a pedestrian walk was at this time.  Barbara Riddle reported back that with this groups’ blessing, that Buffalo Walk is moving forward and that the finished product will be a great benefit to many business owners in the area, as well as the community at large.


Other Business-South Davis Recreation Center

Steve Rawlings mentioned the success of the South Davis Recreation Center (SDRC).   Half of the ice sheet was funded by TTAB.  As the ice sheet is one aspect of the SDRC that draws people from all over the region into Davis County, some investigation is going into the possibility of funding part or all of an additional ice sheet.

Davis Conference Center Report	Scott Lunt

Scott Lunt touched on the wide variety of groups patronizing the Davis Conference Center.  He also shared that recent guest, Ron Barney, Mormon History Association, said, “The DCC is set up better than any other facility we have been to in the whole country.”  Scott noted that the Mormon History Association rarely books a repeat event at the same conference, preferring to rotate between areas in the country; however they have expressed strong interest returning for their next national convention in four years.  Scott further reported that the DCC has three very busy sales people and collectively books around 700 events annually, resulting in approximately $3,000,000 in revenue at the DCC and infusing a little over $1,000,000 into the local economy due to hotel room sales.  When revenue from restaurants, etc, is added in, the DCC provides a huge economic impact, approximately $30,000,000, for Davis County.  DCC employs around 130 people at the conference center and the hotel.  Sequestration has been a challenge and has definitely affected bookings-- not only groups specifically tied to HAFB, but also by ancillary organizations tied to groups associated with HAFB.  The Sales staff is working very hard to fill in the gaps, seeking new customers and niches not previously addressed.  Connie Harmston shared an overview of the broad range of groups utilizing the DCC.  

Scott mentioned that on July 31 the DCC will be hosting their annual “Customer Appreciation” luncheon to which the board will be invited.  He went on to say that the DCC’s number one priority is to positively impact the economy of Davis County and bring new business, people and organizations to Davis County.  The hope is that new people will continue to come to Davis County, where they will eat, play, stay the night, and be so impressed and entertained that they return again and again.

Connie mentioned the added benefit of earned media which  has resulted from several events the DCC staff have set up alone or in combination with the CVB; specifically mentioning the first time booking of Erin’s Slumber party.  This event came with a great deal of free publicity which put both the DCC and Davis County on the map.  This event will be returning for 2013.  As Davis County is increasingly on the radar for those outside of our area, Davis County as a whole benefits.

Meeting adjourned at 1:55
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