December 1, 2020
Corinne City Council
Regular Session

Mayor Brett Merkley called the meeting to order. Present were Mayor Brett Merkley, Council Members Cindy Cheney, Shane Baton, Karen Caldwell, Kelly Donovan (via zoom) and Recorder Kendra Norman.
Irene Jensen was excused from the meeting. 

Mayor Merkley led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mayor Merkley called for a moment of silence. 

APPOINTMENTS:
	A. Owen Brinkerhoff approached the Council asking why his property is being considered for rezoning. Mayor Merkley stated the Planning Commission has been having the dialog and will forward their recommendation to the City Council for a final decision. Nothing has been decided and public hearings for both the Planning Commission and City Council will be held. Owen B. stated he has no plans to develop the property but would like his kids to have the option in the future. The cement pipe is for the irrigation ditch so he doesn’t have to use syphon tubes to irrigate his property. Mayor Merkley stated he thinks the driving force is density and infrastructure capacity concerns. Shane B. stated there are other ways to control density and not devalue the property. Karen C. stated that public hearings should not be held right now, it is nothing urgent enough to put people’s health at risk. Mayor Merkley stated that zoom is available along with submitting written comments ahead of time. Owen B. will attend the next Planning Commission meeting to discuss his concerns. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:
Fire Chief Clint Norman reported that they are holding drill and training online through zoom until restrictions are lifted. Northrup donated a brush truck to the city and they are in the process of getting it equipped. The Fire Department Christmas party has been postponed until gatherings are approved. There have been lots of COVID calls lately. The Santa mailbox will be up again this year outside of the fire station. Clint N. asked if that could be put on the city Facebook page. 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:
 Shane B. motioned to approve the minutes of November 17th as written. Cindy C. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Cindy C. for, Shane B. for, Karen C. for and Kelly D. for. 

MAYOR/COUNCIL BUSINESS:
	A. Small Animals – Mayor Merkley stated that if the Council does not move forward on this ordinance change, he will have to start ticketing everyone that has small animals and does not meet the current requirements. There was discussion regarding the pros and cons of allowing residents to share a property line and whether to grandfather current animals, which could not be replaced once they are no longer there. Karen C. stated she is frustrated that the city can make exceptions for setbacks and fences but not so someone can keep their pet goat until it dies. Mayor Merkley stated the way to do that is to change the code regarding what is allowed. Number one allowing residents to share property lines to meet yard requirements was removed. The public hearing is scheduled for January 5th.

	B. Lighting Contest – Mayor Merkley asked the Council to view the lights and email their choices for first, second, third and four honorable mention categories. Their choices need to be submitted by 4:00pm on December 15th. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Patty Tillman stated she talked to Shane B. about her geese in the front yard when she is with them. They only leave her property to go into the green space to swim when there is water. Shane B. stated they are like any pet if you are with it and responsible for it there isn’t a problem. As long as they stay on your property and aren’t being a nuisance, a citation will not be issued. 

Cherrell Thomas stated she is glad the Council is changing the small animal code. She has noticed several dogs running at large and asked how many a person can own. Why is the city not solving this problem? Shane B. stated that pictures help the animal control officer find and cite the owner. It is also helpful if the complainant is willing to testify against the dog owners. Cherrell T. is curious of what Corinne’s future will look like. Are we going to stay this unique little town in the country? Who determines the future growth? Shane B. stated it is your city officials, we try to vote in the best interest of the public and the city, they don’t always go hand in hand but we try. 

Dot Ross stated you open a hornet’s nest when you talk roosters. She would prefer roosters to the amount of traffic that continually goes past her house. 

NEW BUSINESS:
Karen C. stated at the last meeting she had an incorrect address where the dog waste was being dumped on city property. Cherrell T. stated she dumps her dog waste over the fence because if you put dog waste along your fence to keep racoons, skunks and other creatures out of your yard. Cherrell T. will clean up the waste. 
Karen C. contacted UDOT regarding crosswalks for the highway and was told it was a school issue and busses should not be dropping kids off where they have to cross the street. UDOT does not think a crosswalk will solve the problem, a painted crosswalk misleads pedestrians to think they are protected more than they are. The city can request they be painted. The turning lane was also discussed with UDOT and just to get on their agenda puts us 4 years out. UDOT suggested the city look at their budget to see if we can do it ourselves. Karen C. will continue to work on the crosswalk and turning lanes. 
Karen C. also reported that our website has not changed all year. She gets complaints all the time from people going there and try to make connections and it takes them to an odd place. The picture of the council is still the old council. Our social network is still not up and she feels the companies we have are not doing their job. She can not do anything without social media and would like to know when the contracts are up for the two groups. Mayor Merkley stated we have never hired anyone for social media. An old Council Member set up the city Facebook page. If our website is not current it is our fault for not updating it. There was discussion regarding the issue. 

Shane B. would like to have a meeting to plan the sewer project and get a better idea on where we are at what comes next. Mayor Merkley stated we are currently waiting on USDA for verification and funding. As soon as we get the authorization we can move forward. 

Cindy C. asked about the barking dogs ordinance and how to get dogs to not bark in the country when you can’t control who walks by your house or other wildlife that roams. Bark collars were suggested.

APPROVAL OF CHECKS:

ADJOURNMENT:
Shane B. motioned to adjourn the meeting. Cindy C. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Cindy C. for, Shane B. for, Karen C. for and Kelly D. for. 

I certify these minutes to be true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 


Kendra Norman
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Mayor Brett Merkley							Date
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