
DIXIE TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Meeting Minutes

June 5, 2013
Five County Association of Governments 

Conference Room
St. George, UT

PRESENT
Cameron Cutler, St. George City, Transportation Service Manager, Vice-Chair
Larry Bulloch, St. George City, Public Works Director
Monty Thurber, St. George City, Engineer Associate/Traffic Coordinator
Dave Glenn, Ivins City, Public Works Director
Mike Shaw, Washington City, Public Works Director
Todd Edwards for Ron Whitehead, Washington County, Public Works Director
Dana Meier, UDOT, Region Four Dixie Division
Kirk Thornock, UDOT, Region Four
Arthur LeBaron, Hurricane City Engineer
Wayne Peterson, Leeds Town Mayor
Darren Cottam,Toquerville City
Myron Lee, MPO Planning Manager, Five County AOG
Bryan Thiriot, Executive Director, Five County AOG
Curt Hutchings, Transportation Manager, Five County AOG
Levi Roberts, Planner/Mobility Manager, Five County AOG
Diane Lamoreaux, Five County AOG
Fred Davies, St. George City Transit Manager
Bruce Fishburn, Stanley Consultants
Aron Baker, Horrocks Engineering
Rick Snyder, Sunrise Engineering
Doni Pack, Public

ABSENT
Jack Taylor, Santa Clara City, Public Works Director, Chair (Excused)
Derek Imlay, LaVerkin City
Kelly Lund, FHWA, Planning Engineer
Steve Call, FHWA, Planning Engineer
Elden Bingham, UDOT, Planning

Cameron Cutler, Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed those in attendance. 
Introductions of those in attendance were provided. 

1. MINUTES

A. Approve May 1, 2013 DTAC Meeting Minutes: Cameron Cutler indicated that
a quorum of DTAC members was present for conduct of business.  Minutes of the
May 1, 2013 Dixie Transportation Advisory Committee (DTAC) meeting were
presented for committee consideration. 

  
MOTION WAS MADE BY DANA MEIER, SECONDED BY MIKE SHAW, TO
ACCEPT MINUTES OF THE MAY 1, 2013 MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION
CARRIED.
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2. ADMINISTRATIVE

A. Annual Certifications:  Mr. Myron Lee provided a copy of the annual certification
resolution that is required to be submitted to the Utah Department of Transportation. 
This resolution will be presented during the August DTAC meeting for consideration
and a recommendation for action of the Dixie Transportation Executive Committee
(DTEC).  Portions of the information contained in the resolution has been highlighted
for revision.  SAFETEA-LU is no longer applicable and this reference will be
changed to MAP 21 which is the new transportation bill.  Information is being
provided in draft format to basically outline the process of approval.  The back page
references the 2008 St. George City Transportation Master Plan and 2003 Short
Range Service Plan.  Mr. Lee asked that all cities provide information regarding their
transportation master plans for inclusion into the resolution.  Representatives from
Hurricane City, Washington City and Washington County indicated that
transportation master plans have been adopted by their jurisdictions.  The
Washington City and Washington County plans are posted online.  St. George City
representatives will provide updated documents for reference as applicable.

3. SHORT RANGE PLANNING

A. Mobility Management Status Report:  Levi Roberts, Five County AOG, provided
an overview of work that has been provided to date and items that will be
accomplished related to mobility management.  Mobility management is basically
an innovative approach for management and delivery of transportation services,
including the expansion or new efficiencies.  Benefits associated with mobility
management include the following: 1) Improved Delivery and Efficiencies of
Transportation Services-- Examine the needs of the special needs and senior
populations and address those needs in a more effective manner; 2) Increased
Mobility and Independence of Clients-- These individuals might not otherwise be
able to utilize transit options; 3) Economic Development Benefit-- Typically this
population makes less trips than the general population because of the lack of
options that are available.  The amount of economic benefit examined was taken
from a consultant study.  Committee members asked that Levi provide a copy of the
study that was used via e-mail.  

Mr. Roberts reviewed information regarding the Coordinated Human Services Public
Transportation Plan that staff has been working to update since last July.  Efforts in
this respect include the identification and coordination of activities throughout the
Five County Region to assess needs of the population and strategies to meet those
needs.  The previous plan was adopted on a statewide basis.  The updated plan will
be a five county regional plan that includes the MPO areas.  The Coordinated
Human Services Transportation Planning (CHSTP) group is producing this plan in-
house.  An extensive amount of outreach has been utilized in the development of
this plan.  The plan is in final draft under review of the CHSTP committee.  Adoption
is anticipated in July 2013.  

Strategies of the plan were reviewed as follows: 1) Coordination and
Development-- Provision of specific information relating to coordination and
development; 2) Travel Training-- Provide one-on-one training for persons with
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disabilities or elderly persons not familiar with riding the bus.  Individuals with
disabilities rely on para-transit services which are more expensive than fixed route
bus service; 3) Central Information Directory-- Coordination with 211 service; 4)
Increased Online Presence of Suntran-- Staff has implemented an agreement
with Google to provide directions to clients in terms of how to reach their destination
by bus.  This system, which is a free service, will be launched in the next few days. 
This will require maintenance by Five County staff. 

Accomplishments that have been realized through the coordination of transportation
services include the following: 1) TURN Community Services and the
Washington County School District-- An agreement has been negotiated to share
rides between these two agencies.  An insurance barrier existed in the beginning but
this has since been resolved.  As a result of this agreement, TURN will provide
transportation for a number of the school district’s students.  This will allow school
district transportation to function more efficiently.  Under the agreement,
reimbursement will be provided to TURN for the provision of transportation services;
2) CHSTP-- This group has met regularly over the past year to work on ways to
coordinate services and has been successful in taking action in several areas; 3)
Asset Management of Transportation Vehicles--   A vehicle data base has been
established, projects have been prioritized and a determination of where vehicles
are located has been accomplished; 4) Exploration of Van Pool Options-- Staff
is working with UTA and several employers throughout the Five County region to
establish van pool services.  It is anticipated that there are numerous other
employers in the region that could take advantage of this program; 5) Initiation of
Conversation for Ivins Commuter Bus Route-- Staff was able to facilitate this
discussion.  The next step is approval from the St. George City Council.  This may
assist in the development of future routes of the transit system in the region.

 Future initiatives that could be examined include: 1) Additional routes to expand the
transit system; 2) Pooling resources for expansion of para-transit services; 3) Better
coordination of inter-city bus services (shuttle, greyhound bus, etc.); and 4) Flexible
voucher program utilization as a way to get to people within walking distance of bus
service.  

B. Mobility Management Funding: Curt Hutchings complimented staff for the good
work and accomplishments resulting from efforts expended in terms of mobility
management.  A handout was provided depicting the current funding for FY 2013
versus and a FY 2014 option that is open for discussion.  Staff is exploring options
to expand services provided under the mobility management budget that would
result in an increased cost to the MPO of $899 to cover local match.  Approval of
this expenditure would need to be recommended to DTEC for consideration.  Todd
Edwards commented that a lot of good work has been provided for mobility
management activities.  The majority of funding included on the chart is derived from
the federal government.  New Freedom funds are related to the Americans with
Disabilities Act, but this actually goes beyond those regulations.  Mr. Hutchings
explained that UDOT provides the funding amounts that will be available for
distribution on an annual basis.  Some sources of funds increase and others
decrease.
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MOTION WAS MADE BY TODD EDWARDS TO APPROVE EXPENDING 2014
MPO FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $899 TO COVER INCREASED MATCH
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE MOBILITY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM.  MOTION
WAS SECONDED BY DANA MEIER.  MOTION CARRIED.

4. LONG RANGE PLANNING

A. CUBE Model Update:  Myron Lee reported that the contract to update the MPO
Travel Demand Model has been signed by RSG.  The historical population
projections and accuracy of numbers provided by the Governor’s Office of Planning
and Budget (GOPB) were reviewed and discussed by the group.  GOPB has
provided projections in 2005, 2008, and 2012.  Numbers derived from the Travel
Demand Model will vary depending on which projections are utilized and the
accuracy of those numbers.  The goal of the MPO is to forecast into the future for
roads lifespan and the ability of people to get around.  It is anticipated that the
contractor will complete this work by fall 2013.  Mr. Lee explained that funding for
this contract was approved in the amount of $50,000 from the FY 2013 planning
funds that are available to the MPO.  Work on the Travel Demand Model will be
accomplished utilizing the 2012 GOPB population projections.     

5. TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PLAN

Mr. Myron Lee provided draft copies of the 2014-18 Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP)
for the Dixie MPO.  Funding was previously programmed into projects including Green
Springs Drive, Indian Hills Drive, etc.  Coordination between the MPO, Bob Pelley, and
Kathy Stark at UDOT has assisted in developing the draft TIP which will be made available
for public comment June 29 through August 3.  Staff will also coordinate with Kirk Thornock,
UDOT, to make sure that all UDOT projects are included prior to the public comment period. 
Mr. Lee explained that concept reports will be linked to the information posted on the
website.  It was also suggested that a list of acronyms should be included.  Staff is
requesting approval of the draft TIP, including the transit TIP which was presented earlier,
and a recommendation to DTEC for the 30-day public comment period concurrent with
UDOT’s comment period.

MOTION WAS MADE BY MIKE SHAW, SECONDED BY DAVE GLENN, TO FORWARD
THE DRAFT 2014 DIXIE MPO TIP AS PRESENTED, INCLUDING THE DRAFT TRANSIT
TIP, TO DTEC FOR APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE THE 30-DAY COMMENT PERIOD. 
MOTION CARRIED.

6. LOCAL PROJECTS STATUS UPDATE

A. Hurricane City:  Arthur LeBaron reported that Hurricane City has completed their
road slurry project.  In addition, the CMGC contract with Civil Science has been
approved for the 600 North project.

B. Ivins: Dave Glenn reported that design for the Center Street widening project is
30% complete.  Because of the federal funding into this project and adding capacity,
a sound study was required as part of the project.  Ivins City will be doing some
slurry projects as well.

Page 4 of 6



Dixie Transportation Advisory Committee Minutes
June 5, 2013

C. LaVerkin:  None.

D. Leeds: None.

E. St. George:  Cameron Cutler reported that St. George City will be performing road
maintenance (crack seal, chip seal, slurry and fog seal) throughout the city.  The
signal project on Red Cliffs Drive is out to bid.  Work is continuing on 1450 South to
1580 South and design for the next section to the north of 1450 South will begin
soon.  Larry Bulloch mentioned that St. George City has contracted with Horrocks
Engineering on re-design for the Mall Drive Bridge.  The City has identified a
number of engineering changes that could significantly reduce costs.  These
proposed changes require a re-design of this project.  The contractor selection for
Indian Hills Drive is in process.  Cameron Cutler reported that improvements to Little
Valley Road are also slated.  He mentioned that lanes on some roadways will be
narrowed to accommodate bicyclists.  Dana Meier indicated that cyclists do not like
chip seal projects on the road shoulders and UDOT has worked with various groups
to lessen the impacts of chip seal projects.  

  
F. Santa Clara City:  None.

 
G. Toquerville:  Darren Cottam mentioned that Toquerville City is working on a water/

sewer improvement project for the Toquerville Heights area.  

H. Washington City:  Mike Shaw reported that Washington City has also completed
a large amount of road slurry throughout the city. 

I. Washington County:  It was noted that issues with the culvert project at Ash
Creek have finally been resolved.

J. UDOT:  Kirk Thornock, UDOT, reported that the Red Hills Parkway Interchange
contract has been modified to provide culverts for bicyclists.  Bid advertisement is
anticipated in October and construction by the first of next year.  It is important that
this project proceed prior to the jug handle project on Sunset and Bluff.  He also
reported that the contractor selected for the MP8 project is Wadsworth Brothers in
concert with Wilson and Company for this design build project.  Things will begin to
move on the ground at a very fast pace.  The Black Ridge passing lane project is
under construction.  Another set of passing lanes will advertise next month from
milepost 20 to 22.5.  The Washington Field Road Phase 6 has advertised, opened
and awarded.  A pre-construction meeting will be accomplished in the near future. 
Funds will be available in July for the SR-18/Jug Handle project.  Once a consultant
is selected, design will proceed on this project.

Dana Meier, UDOT, provided updated information regarding the Southern Parkway
3A and 4A sections.  The design for Section 3B and a grading package will allow
use of the hard surface.  As funding becomes available in the future a finish
package will be undertaken.  UDOT will proceed with these projects anticipating as
little impact as possible to the Washington Dam and Washington Fields roads.
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7. STATE AND FEDERAL UPDATE 

A. Program Development - UDOT: None.

B. Federal Oversight: None.

8. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Myron Lee reminded committee members that DTAC will not be meeting during July.
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 7, 2013 at the Five County AOG
office beginning at 1:00 p.m.

9. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION TO ADJOURN WAS MADE BY MIKE SHAW AND SECONDED BY TODD
EDWARDS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The meeting adjourned at 2:25 p.m.

Page 6 of 6


