
From: Heidi Van Ert
To: Wendy Gurr; Jim McNulty
Subject: More questions regarding "Dan Knopp"s Revised Application..."
Date: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 1:00:24 PM
Attachments: SFL Controversy.docx

Dear Ms. Gurr and Mr. McNulty,

I am in receipt of your letter, sent via USPS, dated December 3, 2020, telling me where to go
online to locate the extensive legal document  (197 pages) entitled, "Dan Knopp's Revised
Application to Have a Use Violation Declared Legal through Special Exception File #31241". 

Not entirely sure why you responded to my email, dated 12/3/2020, with a hard copy, via
USPS?  (Please see attached letter that I sent along with my email on that date.) As I'm sure
you are aware, Covid 19 has caused mail delays across the country,  including
delayed/impacted mail delivery in Big Cottonwood Canyon.  

I also looked on your website this morning to learn more about these issues and discovered
this statement:

"This matter concerns an application submitted by Dan Knopp regarding the Silver
Fork Lodge & Restaurant to the Planning Commission seeking approval as a legal use its
holding indoor and outdoor receptions at that location.  You were sent notice due to the
proximity of your property to the Silver Fork Lodge and Restaurant.  Answers to most
of your questions can be derived by reviewing the information included in the link
below.  The notices in the link explain how concerned citizens, whether proponents of the
application or opponents, may participate.  Just as a judge cannot comment on evidence
during the trial, because the Planning Commission is the arbiter of the application, it
would be improper to provide the explanation (executive summary) you seek.  If you
deem it advisable, nothing prevents you from seeking the assistance of an attorney to
more fully understand this matter."

A few comments on these statements/communications:
1.  As I am not a lawyer, reading through a 197 page document with any degree of
understanding or comprehension in the next 48 hours is not a possibility.  In addition, the final
sentence in the paragraph found on your website, indicates an unwillingness to bring clarity to
the issues at hand.  It is a false assumption that I am able to pay to retain an attorney.  As an
unemployed educator, I do not have those financial resources.  As a layperson/non-lawyer, it
seems like an unusual way to conduct a public hearing/information dissemination process
where ordinary residents/impacted citizens are told to hire attorneys in order to understand
what is going on.

2.  While I can appreciate the analogy to a judge's inability to comment on evidence, that does
not match the request I made.  I did not ask for commentary.  I asked for a clear and factual
summary.  That is a reasonable request.  I will repeat my initial request: Please “translate” in a
clear and straightforward executive summary statement what the issues at hand are, such that an
ordinary layperson who wants to be informed citizen/participant might actually understand.  

I am a resident of the Silver Fork neighborhood.  As a single female elder living alone, my life, my health,
and my well-being have been (and will continue to be) severely impacted by the increase in the number of
weddings/receptions/events held at Silver Fork Lodge, due to noise and light and visitors/guests traipsing



around my land (and on land of my neighbors). When I have communicated with Silver Fork Lodge
employees over the past 2-3 years about the amplified noise, and how late into the night it goes, my
concerns have been summarily dismissed.  I had no idea that there was a place (MSD) to formalize my
complaints.  In truth, that is not my nature, as I believe most everything can be resolved through clear and
caring communication.  What I am asking for is a way to fully understand the issues being addressed,
without hiring an attorney.  Thus far, the process has been shrouded in legal language and less-than-
straightforward communications.  

While this may be naive, I am not concerned about retaliation.  Over the years I have learned that in
processes such as these, (unless they are handled skillfully and with great transparency) where
individuals speak up for their rights, and want to be included in decision-making processes, there will
always be retaliation of one form or another.  That, I have also learned, is where the services of lawyers
are needed.  

In closing, I want to say that Dan Knopp has been a friend of my family for decades.  Mr. Knopp has done
many wonderful things to bring this community together over the years.  I would very much like to see his
business be successful.  I am also asking that the needs of the impacted residents and the entire
community be addressed.  And, that everyone be expected to play by the same rules, which have the
best interests of the entire community at heart.  To that end, I am once again, making a fervent request
that a fair and open mediation process be conducted, rather than this legal/adversarial battle that is
severely damaging the once-wonderful feel of the Silver Fork neighborhood.

Heidi Van Ert
11299 E. Moose Creek Lane
Brighton, Utah  84121

-- 
"We convince by our presence."
Walt Whitman



To:  Wendy Gurr and Jim McNulty 
       Salt Lake County/Municipal Services District 
 
Re:  Revised Notice of Public Meeting mailing, dated November 20, 2020 (side 1) 
       “Regarding: Revised Schedule for Dan Knopp’s Revised Application to Have a Use 
Violation Declared Legal through Special Exception File # 31241” (side 2) 
 
Ms. Gurr and Mr. McNulty: 
 
 I am a resident in the Silver Fork neighborhood in the Town of Brighton, in Big 
Cottonwood Canyon, and am in receipt of the mailed notice, described above, dated 
November 20, 2020.  I live right down the hill from Silver Fork Lodge (I can see it from 
my home and it is a 3-minute walk away). 
 
 I have several questions regarding this notice, and I have a few direct requests. 
 
My first question is this:  What is this about?  I am a fairly intelligent individual, and 
even after reading this mailing through many times, I have no idea what is being said.  
In addition, I do not know if I am an “interested party” or part of the “public body” being 
addressed.   
 
My second question is this:  Is this a lawsuit?  And, if so, what is it about?  It’s clear 
that this is a pretty serious matter, and that it has escalated to the point that lawyers are 
involved.  The statement is crafted in language understandable only to lawyers and the 
parties directly involved.  If I didn’t know better, it would seem that the language was 
intentionally designed to obfuscate the matter being disputed, in the hope that people 
who might be impacted wouldn’t take the time to investigate and to seek clarification. 
 
My third question/s is this:  Are there ways for potentially-impacted individuals to 
voice their ideas/concerns?  If so, what are those ways?  And, what are the 
deadlines for doing so?  Again, I am fairly intelligent, and could read all the 
dates/deadlines listed.  However, with no clear understanding of the matters at hand, I 
have no idea how, or to whom, or by when to respond. 
 
So, in the interest of getting clarity as to what this is all about, I am making the following 
specific requests of the two of you and of your office: 
 

1.  Please “translate” in a clear and straightforward executive summary statement 
what the issues at hand are, such that an ordinary layperson who wants to be 
informed citizen/participant might actually understand.  I am not interested in 
rumors or gossip, threats or intimidation.  I am seeking the facts of the matter/s at 
hand. 

 
2. Please clearly delineate what actions concerned citizens/impacted residents are 

able to make.  Please list the following:  who to contact and how; what to include 
in any comments/statements; and, by when.   



3. It is my final request that mediation be considered in order to fully resolve these 
matters.  Even though I do not have an understanding of what the issues of 
concern are, it is patently clear that regardless of which party prevails, no one is 
going to “win”.   Whatever the issues are, the end results are going to impact the 
entire Silver Fork neighborhood/Brighton community.  As residents we have a 
right to a clear understanding of the facts, as well the right to have an opportunity 
for our voices to be heard.  While that may have been the intent of the notice 
dated 11/20/2020, it is, most certainly, not the result.   

 
In closing, I want to state what I tell my friends in the valley – It is like the “Wild, Wild 
West” up here!  People/businesses seem to do what they want, and everyone else be 
damned! Some people/businesses abide by existing rules and regs while other 
people/businesses do not.  In my relatively brief time in this mountain community I have 
learned and observed a few things:  there are underlying feuds and factions all over the 
place – some on the surface, some below ground; the people with the loudest voices 
(and the greatest capacity to intimidate) are the ones who prevail; and, in the end, it’s 
the folks who have the most money to pay lawyers who “win” (regardless of the impact 
on the overall community).  In my experience over the past 12 years up here, it has 
been rare event where people have actually come together to solve a common problem.  
Thus, my request that mediation be considered. 
 
Finally, if these issues have anything to do with Covid 19 and state mask/health/safety 
mandates, I DO have a lot to say!  Over the past nine months I have directly 
seen/experienced violations of state health & safety regulations – on private land, on 
public land, and on land owned/operated by businesses.  As an elder who is immuno-
compromised, it has seemed that the overall community tone and attitude is that my 
health/well-being/life (and others who may be in the same circumstances) is 
disregarded and expendable.  
(If the issues are not Covid-related, you can disregard this statement). 
 
I look forward to your timely response, 
 
Heidi Van Ert 
11299 E. Moose Creek Lane 
Brighton, Utah 84121 

 
  

 
 
*****The only contact information listed was Ms. Gurr’s telephone number.  And, it seemed to refer to the previous 
sentence regarding “reasonable accommodations for qualified individuals…”.  Since I do not need any 
accommodations, it didn’t seem like that was a number/person for me to contact to get any actual information 
regarding this matter. 
 
****Please note - I did call and leave a message at 385-468-6700 in an attempt to get clarification.  However, no one 
ever returned my call or responded.   
 

 







From: Jim McNulty
To: Wendy Gurr
Subject: FW: food truck complaintvand my yard as a latrine
Date: Monday, October 12, 2020 8:48:11 AM

From: Matthew Mudek 
Sent: Saturday, October 10, 2020 8:23 AM
To: Jim McNulty <JMcNulty@msd.utah.gov>; James Bennett <JBennett@slco.org>
Cc: Matthew Mudek 
Subject: food truck complaintvand my yard as a latrine

Jim and James..   I would like to have this formal complaint on file, as it has happened multiple 
times..  Yesterday around 3:00, 2 patrons of the food truck from the SilverFork Lodge walked about 
30 yards into (eastward) my property so they could stand behind a tree to go to the bathroom.        

Please confirm that you will put this on file as a formal complaint.    Patrons from the food truck 
using our property as a bathroom has happened multiple times.

Also, a group of 5 patrons from the food truck were walking around on my property for about 20 
minutes to take a family photo.   This also has happened multiple times.

Please confirm receipt of this email.

mailto:JMcNulty@msd.utah.gov
mailto:WGurr@msd.utah.gov


From: Kevin Boyle
To: Wendy Gurr
Cc: Jim McNulty
Subject: IN FAVOR OF SILVERFORK LODGE
Date: Monday, October 26, 2020 4:42:03 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Kuhl Logo .png

My name is Kevin Boyle and I am writing after receiving an email from Save our Canyons of which I am a strong 
supporter.

However the email I received, in my opinion, is basically asking members of Save our Canyons to write emails to
the planning commission so that there is formal complaints on file opposing Silverfork Lodge.
I have copied the  paragraphs I am referencing from the Save our Canyons email and are in quotes.

"The Silverfork Lodge and Restaurant in Big Cottonwood canyon has been growing in
operations over the years.  They have been conducting commercial wedding operations on
land zoned FR.5 (Forest and Recreation)  in violation of zoning code and without proper
review by the zoning authorities.  The weddings have up to 300 people, mainly parking on the
highway, and amplified music and announcements that impact the peace of the neighborhood. 

The food truck impacts the neighborhood with noise and odors, including patrons using
neighbor's yards as restrooms,  and was approved by a simple email with no mitigation for
impacts to the neighborhood.  The Silverfork initiated construction without permits in May of
this year, has been expanding without conditional use permits or Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) compliance. 

The Silverfork intends to apply for an exception to allow the weddings to continue and the
County/Municipal Services District is contemplating the exception because they do not have
formal complaints on file.  This exception is scheduled to be heard by the Mountainous
Planning Commission on November 4th.

If you want to make a comment on this situation send an email to WGurr@msd.utah.gov.  You
can cc: other government officials or JMcNulty@msd.utah.gov.  (Note if you want to remain
anonymous , say so in the email and specify why if possible.)

Please forward on to others that may be interested. 

Note on (confusing) governance:  The Municipal Services District (MSD,
https://msd.utah.gov/) oversees the unincorporated areas of the County including the
Cottonwood Canyons, and it used to be part of the County. The newly formed Town of
Brighton does not have land use authority.  Zoning changes and exceptions are approved by
the Salt Lake County Mountain Planning Commission.  The owner of the Silverforklodge is
the mayor of the town of Brighton and has stated publicly he will not respond to residents
complaining about his operation. “

I am writing my email in favor of and on behalf of the Silverfork lodge. From my research The Silverfork Lodge has
both a valid business license for the restaurant as well as for weddings.

mailto:Kevin@kuhl.com
mailto:WGurr@msd.utah.gov
mailto:JMcNulty@msd.utah.gov
mailto:WGurr@msd.utah.gov
mailto:JMcNulty@msd.utah.gov
https://msd.utah.gov/



As a business owner and founder of a company I can not express how difficult it is to start, create and or maintain a
business.  So for 25 years there has never been 1 documented complaint against Silverfork Lodge to the county. 
And now someone is trying to shutdown and or curtail the business.

The Cottonwood Canyons are the crown jewel of the Wasatch front and deserve protection. Yet, I see Silverfork
Lodge as both a legacy and a HUGE benefit to the Big Cottonwood Canyon residents, the Salt Lake community and
tourists from all over the world. Currently, there are not enough dining options in the canyons. I see the Silverfork
Lodge as a great asset to local residents and tourists who visit Utah. 

I personally hope you will not impose any ruling that opposes the Silverfork Lodge and its current operations.

Sincerely
Kevin Boyle
 



From: Matthew Mudek
To: Jim McNulty; Wendy Gurr
Cc: Jim Nakamura; Matthew Mudek
Subject: New Impacts/Nuisance at Silverfork Lodge - Formal Complaint
Date: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 12:24:04 PM

Good afternoon Jim.   I hope all is well.

I am writing to formally issue a complaint regarding new impacts/nuisances being generated
by the SilverFork Lodge.

The Silverfork initiated a new operation in August  - outdoor winter seating on the deck
(wooden) and upper patio.  The impacts include lights, an outdoor heater or generator which
we can hear in our house, and voices of people.   

 

The deck received a construction permit but no conditional use permit.    The upper patio
(ground level area underneath the deck) to our knowledge was never permitted for
construction nor did it go through a conditional use permitting process.

The new exterior lighting on the lodge (photo attached) is turned on at night and destroys the
canyon view from our home.   These light additions should have gone through a conditional
use permit review.

In light of these operations occurring without the proper permitting, i am asking the MSD to
cease them until they go through the proper review and permitting.

Please confirm you will record this as a formal complaint. 

 

 

 

mailto:matthewmudek@gmail.com
mailto:JMcNulty@msd.utah.gov
mailto:WGurr@msd.utah.gov
mailto:JNakamura@msd.utah.gov
mailto:matthewmudek@gmail.com


From: Wendy Gurr
To: Nathaniel Dunlap; Jim McNulty
Subject: RE: Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant in Big Cottonwood Canyon request for zoning exception
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:52:00 PM

From: Nathaniel Dunlap 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:44 PM
To: Wendy Gurr <WGurr@msd.utah.gov>; Jim McNulty <JMcNulty@msd.utah.gov>
Subject: Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant in Big Cottonwood Canyon request for zoning exception

Dear Ms. Gurr and Mr. McNulty,

I am contacting the Salt Lake Municipal Services District to submit comment and complaint 
about the operations of Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant at 11332 Big Cottonwood Canyon 
Road in the town of Brighton, Utah.

I have been residing at a property on Silver Fork Road, immediately adjacent to Silver Fork 
Lodge & Restaurant, since April 2017 and respectfully request the Municipal Services 
District deny a zoning variance permitting Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant to continue to 
expand their wedding and special event venue operations on residentially-zoned property.

Additionally, I request the Municipal Services District review the zoning and code 
compliance of the Silver Spoon Food Truck operating as a second restaurant on the same 
property as Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant.

Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant Wedding and Special Event Venue Complaint and 
Observations:
From May through October in a typical year Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant is utilized as 
an outdoor wedding and special event venue several times per week (occasionally multiple 
events are held on the same day). Most weddings conduct the ceremony on the south side 
of the property and then have the reception throughout the Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant 
facilities.

My complaints about the Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant wedding and special events 
business are issues attendant to ongoing large parties in a residential neighborhood. This 
includes amplified outdoor music and speeches, illegal parking, trespass, smoking, alcohol-
impaired guests hooting and hollering, and general indifference to neighbors in the local 
residential area.

I have had guests of Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant smoking on my property, littering on

mailto:WGurr@msd.utah.gov
mailto:ndunlap@gmail.com
mailto:JMcNulty@msd.utah.gov


my property, blocking the road and driveway with vehicles, and resisting my demand for
them to move cars parked on my property.

On more than one occasion I have had to ask trespassing guests of Silver Fork Lodge &
Restaurant to leave my property. I have been sworn at and had obscene gestures directed
at me by belligerent, intoxicated wedding guests who were gathered in my driveway sitting
on the trunk of my car while smoking.

The situation is similar to living next to a party-house where partygoers may be indifferent
and inconsiderate to anyone not part of that night’s festivities. Having loud obnoxious
neighbors that regularly throw parties, often with overconsumption of alcohol, adversely
affects the quality of life and diminishes the quiet use and enjoyment of residential
properties in the neighborhood.

The lack of weddings and outdoor events at Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant in 2020 has
been a welcome change and sharply highlights the detrimental impacts loud parties three to
five times per week have on the quality of life in the Silver Fork neighborhood.

Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant management appears to be aware of the adverse impact
their special events venue has on local residents, but to my knowledge has declined to
work constructively with stakeholders to satisfactorily address the negative externalities of
their business operations.

It is for these reasons I request the Municipal Services District enforce existing zoning
code, restrict future wedding and special events at Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant to the
commercially-zoned area of their property (to my knowledge this does not include the
outdoor area on the south side Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant property), and deny Silver
Fork Lodge & Restaurant variance or exception to the existing code.

To the extent Municipal Services District does permit outdoor wedding and special events
at Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant (if any) I request requiring the implementation of noise
mitigation devices (e.g. fencing and barriers), reducing the venue size to significantly under
300 guests (the currently advertised capacity limit), prohibiting outdoor amplified music,
and/or restricting hours of operation.

Silver Spoon Food Truck Complaint and Observations:
The Silver Spoon Food Truck installed by Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant on the northeast
corner of the property in May 2020 is a “Mobile Food Business” as defined in Chapter 5.22
of the Salt Lake County Municipal Code in name only.

In practice Silver Spoon Food Truck is a standalone, seasonal restaurant operating in a
fixed location with a defined outdoor dining area. While the Silver Spoon Food Truck has
wheels attached to the structure, it has not moved since commencing business operations.
The footprint and landscaping of Silver Spoon Food Truck suggests there is no intent for
the business to be a “mobile” food service operation.

The adverse impacts of the Silver Spoon Food Truck restaurant has included increased
noise and traffic, customers throwing cigarette butts and litter into the ravine below the
outdoor dining area (in a fire-sensitive area), property trespass, and ambient smell - often it



smells like I’m living next door to a McDonald’s.

I have no complaint related to the primary historical business operations of Silver Fork
Lodge and Restaurant - specifically its main restaurant and hotel business. However, the
ancillary business operations of Silver Fork Lodge & Restaurant have expanded without
care and consideration for the negative impacts upon local residents of the Silver Fork
neighborhood.

Please utilize the Municipal Services District’s code and business license enforcement
capabilities to restrain a single business entity from further degrading the livability and
property values in the Silver Fork community.

You are welcome to contact me if you have any questions regarding any of the
aforementioned issues. Thank you for your consideration in this matter,

Nathaniel Dunlap



From: Wendy Gurr
To: Shawn Frye
Cc: Jim McNulty
Subject: RE: Silverfork Lodge Expansion and Special Exception - Formal Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:12:00 PM

From: Shawn Frye 
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:10 PM
To: Wendy Gurr <WGurr@msd.utah.gov>
Cc: Jim McNulty <JMcNulty@msd.utah.gov>
Subject: Silverfork Lodge Expansion and Special Exception - Formal Complaint

Wendy Gurr,

I'm writing this email to document my concern and objection to the Silverfork Lodge expansion and
special exception request. Please do not approve this exception request.

As a resident in a neighboring canyon I understand the complexities of balancing the various uses in
our canyons. I also trust that government will use the existing rules, zoning, planning, etc to help
maintain the safety and livability of our communities.

My concern about safety is focused on the amount of vehicles that are parked in the silverfork
parking lots (sometimes sticking out into the road right-of-way), vehicles blindly entering the road
right-of-way due to other cars parked in the parking lot or on the shoulder, and the "overflow"
vehicles that are parked on the shoulder (sometimes with plenty of space to be clear of the road
right-of-way, sometimes encroaching into the roadway). The existing parking lot currently has a "free
for all" access to the roadway without a focused entry/exist.
While I am aware of these safety hazards and do my best to mitigate them, I worry others might not
be as aware of the hazards.  Be it on my bicycle or in a vehicle I may choose to slow down to safely
navigate the roadway in front of the Silverfork. Vehicles have still pulled out in front of me unsafely,
but also other users of the highway have an expectation of the speed limit, when I'm slowing down
drastically, as a precaution or to avoid a vehicle blindly entering the highway, other drivers have
nearly rear-ended me. It is an unsafe condition!

My concern about the livability of a community - The silverfork community is a small mountain
community. The government rules, in place, to keep our communities livable and safe need to be
honored. I visit that area (with my family) to enjoy to outdoors, beauty and peace that the silverfork

mailto:WGurr@msd.utah.gov
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community has offered. The size and complexity of non-residential operations need to considered
and line with government rules.

I appreciate your attention to this matter.

Shawn Frye



9/23/2020

To Mountainous Planning District Commission:

We understand that Silver Fork Lodge (hence referred to as SFL) is trying to get a special exception to 
continue holding large outdoor weddings on its property.  As the owners and residents of property next 
door to SFL, we are strongly opposed to this.  

We own 2 properties in the Silver Fork area.  One, at , is adjacent to SFL and the other, , is within 100 
feet and is our current primary residency.  We are opposed to allowing, by special exception or re-
zoning for SFL to hold outdoor events, including weddings, especially on land that is not zoned for 
commercial activity.  We are opposed for the following reasons:

1. Through the years, there has been a noticeable increase in frequency of outdoor weddings that are
taking place on the land that is not zoned for commercial activities.  They can start as early as 11 am.  In
the peak season, there are as many as 4-6 per week (mainly Wednesday through Sunday).

2. Along with this, there is increased noise from amplified music, vows and speeches.  This noise is so
great that, at both our properties, it is necessary to shut windows and turn up our own indoor music to
drown out the SFL noise.  Amplified speeches can be heard at least as far away as 300 feet on the south
side of our Moose Creek Lane home (which faces away from the SFL).

3. In addition to the wedding noise, the weddings have led to wedding guests and vendors parking on
our Silver Fork Road property and/or blocking Silver Fork Rd.  (see pictures)

4. On our Silver Fork Rd property and on the north side of our Moose Creek Lane property, the outdoor
deck and fire pit cannot be enjoyed because there is a direct view of the wedding ceremonies and post
wedding activities.  (see pictures)

5. Our Silver Fork Rd. property tenant had a wedding guest walking directly into the house, without
knocking.  This happened in 2017.

6. Wedding guests frequently loiter on the S.W. area of our Silver Fork Rd. property and in that
driveway, both during and after weddings and late into the evenings.  When our tenant has confronted
some of these guests, he received very rude comments and gestures.

7. Because of the increased noise and intrusions from these events at the SFL, we are genuinely afraid of
losing our tenant and not being able to find another tenant at fair market rental rates.  Also, because of



the noise and intrusions from these SFL events, we believe there is decreased valuation on both our 
properties.

SFL has told us that we have no right to complain about the above concerns because we bought our 
properties by a commercial operation and we should have known better.  However, if should be noted 
that our rental property was purchased in 1987 and prior to any outdoor events at the SFL.  The outdoor 
events began in approximately 1995 after the outdoor deck was added and have gradually escalated as 
the SFL owner has taken over and flattened out the property on the south, which is not zoned for 
commercial activity.  Our Moose Creek Lane lot was purchased in 2004 and again, this was before the 
significant escalation of frequency of outdoor weddings and events at SFL. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Picture taken in 1995 shows the new deck addition to the Lodge (in the background) but no other 
outdoor area use.



 Picture taken in May 2020, view from Silver Fork Rd rental home.  This area includes the area zoned for 
forestry and recreation, not commercial activity. 



This picture exemplifies the large size of the weddings and events that are currently occurring on land 
which is not zoned for commercial activity.



This view shows our Silver Fork cabin and how close and visually intrusive SFL’s event site is to our cabin.



This photo was taken from kitchen deck of our Moose Creek Lane home in May 2020.  It shows how 
close the wedding/event site is to our primary residency.  



Re: Silver Fork Lodge events and recent expansion 

I have had a cabin close to the Silver Fork Lodge for about 21 years, the address is 11345 Silver Fork 

Road.  I know the owner as well and have been on friendly terms with Dan as long as I have lived 

there.  I hire Dan to clear the roads in the winter and understand he is on the board for the BCCID that 

manages the water for the Silver Fork residences.  Dan has been a wonderful asset to the Silver Fork 

community, and I feel he has helped immensely over the years with problems and support for Silver 

Fork. 

 However, Dan has in the last two years increased his activities at his Lodge.  There are two things that 

Dan is now doing that are impacting the surrounding residents: 

  

1. The large increase of outside weddings and other activities at the lodge.  These typically run late 

into the night, have a lot of lighting, and use amplified sound for dancing and mood.  The 

weddings will bring up to 300 people, and typically about 100 people to the Lodge.   

a. During these events, parking becomes a nightmare on the main road, so much so that 

the guests park in driveways of private homes at Silver Fork.  The noise of the crowds 

reduces the quiet ambience of the canyon.  Often his guests take walks, sometimes onto 

my property and I have heard they occasionally wander into some of the Silver Fork 

homes.   

b. The music can be heard for at least a ¼ of a mile away and possibly further.  Dan has 

said that he moves the music indoors at 10PM, however doors are left open and the 

music is still very audible with the speakers moved inside.   

c. These aspects of weddings and events are reducing the canyon experience for long time 

homeowners, with added night light, noise, music, and crowds wandering about until 

late evening. 

2. Dan now has a permanent “Food Truck” on the up-canyon side of Silver Fork Lodge.   

a. I talked with Dan about the additional seating that he has provided (it looks like about 

30 seats) along with the noise, the smoke, and the cooking odors from the Food Truck.   

b. I asked if Dan would consider moving the Food Truck to the down-canyon side of Silver 

Fork lodge.  He let me know me that the Food Truck is now permanently attached to the 

Big Cottonwood sewer line and it was be a large cost to move it to the down-canyon 

side of the lodge.  He thought it would be too difficult to consider moving it.   

c. The Food Truck also brings with it the similar problems as the lodge events: noise, smell, 

smoke, and wandering guests.   

d. Dan told me he makes several thousand dollars per day from the food truck, so he 

highly motivated to keep it going.  But the fact of the matter is the Food Truck is 

impacting every day the residence’s experience of their homes, who pay taxes, and have 

worked so hard for so many years to have an enjoyable canyon environment. 



  

If anything can be negotiated with Dan to address these issues, it would be greatly appreciated by me, 

and most likely many other homeowners in the Silver Fork community. 

  

Best regards, 

Robert 

Robert L. Jensen, Ph.D. 

Professor of Medicine 
Pulmonary Division 
University of Utah 
 



From: Karl VanShellenbeck
To: Wendy Gurr
Cc: Jim McNulty
Subject: Silver Fork Lodge 11332 E. Big Cottonwood Canyon, Brighton, UT
Date: Tuesday, October 6, 2020 8:19:10 PM

Municipal Services District

Salt Lake County Mountain Planning Commission
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
 
My comments must remain anonymous because Silver Fork Lodge is owned by the
mayor of Town of Brighton.
 
I am a property owner in the Silver Fork neighborhood in the newly formed Town of
Brighton. 
 
I am writing in opposition to the request of Silver 
Fork Lodge to seek an exception/variance to allow commercial weddings in violation of
current zoning.
 
The Silver Fork Lodge has conducted weddings for several years. As the weddings have
grown in size and complexity they have begun to spill over onto residential property
owned by Silver Fork Lodge and other property owners in the neighborhood. This is in
direct violation of the residential zoning in place. The Silver Fork Lodge’s parking is
wholly inadequate to accommodate the size of weddings being conducted and
advertised to the public. Not only does parking stretch down both sides of the highway,
but spills over into the neighborhood. In addition, the music is entirely too loud and
offensive for this previously quiet residential neighborhood. In addition, the wedding
guests regularly use my yard as a latrine.
 
I urge you to deny Silver Fork Lodge’s requested variance to conduct commercial
weddings on residential property.
 
Sincerely,
Glenn Van Shellenbeck
11230 Silver Fork Road
Town of Brighton, 

mailto:karl@vanshellenbeck.com
mailto:WGurr@msd.utah.gov
mailto:JMcNulty@msd.utah.gov


From: Glenn Van Shellenbeck
To: Wendy Gurr; Karl VanShellenbeck; Zachary Shaw
Cc: Jim McNulty; "Nate Kopp"; "John Brems"
Subject: Re: Silver Fork Lodge
Date: Thursday, December 10, 2020 7:17:24 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Zack Shaw: Iam writing in response to your email received at 7:23pm today. I submitted my
original response to Silverfork's application based on your office's representation my
identity would not be disclosed.  At the 11th hour you unilaterally changed the rules and
required my identity be disclosed if my comments are to be considered.  I don't disagree
with the proposition that my identity should be disclosed if my comments opposing Silver
Fork's requested relief are considered; however, I am  disturbed by the bush league tactics
requiring me to amend my comments by the end of the day contained in an email received
after the end of the business day. I want my comments considered as is, in their entirety,
with full disclosure of my name. I hope you will consider making your deadlines fair and fully
disclosed in the future. 

Glenn

From: Zachary Shaw <ZShaw@slco.org>
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2020 7:22:58 PM
To: Wendy Gurr <WGurr@msd.utah.gov>; Karl VanShellenbeck ; Glenn
Van Shellenbeck 
Cc: Jim McNulty <JMcNulty@msd.utah.gov>; 'Nate Kopp' <NKopp@dadlaw.net>; 'John Brems'
<john@bremslaw.com>
Subject: RE: Silver Fork Lodge
 
Glenn:  this is Zach Shaw with the District Attorney’s Office.  If you don’t want something considered
from your previous correspondence, please redact it yourself, or re-send the correspondence
without the information.  I am hesitant to have support staff redact information without a legal basis
to do so.  Please submit your information by the end of today.  Thanks!
 

From: Wendy Gurr <WGurr@msd.utah.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2020 1:54 PM
To: Karl VanShellenbeck ; 
Cc: Jim McNulty <JMcNulty@msd.utah.gov>; Zachary Shaw <ZShaw@slco.org>
Subject: Silver Fork Lodge
 
Glenn,
 
Thank you for taking my call and the opportunity to speak with you. As discussed, your original
comments will be included in the meeting packet, redacting the bold wording of your email, as you
see it is no longer relevant. Please find the link to the website established for the Silver Fork Lodge
Exception Request.
 
https://msd.utah.gov/knopps-initial-brief/

mailto:glenn@vanshellenbeck.com
mailto:WGurr@msd.utah.gov
mailto:karl@vanshellenbeck.com
mailto:ZShaw@slco.org
mailto:JMcNulty@msd.utah.gov
mailto:NKopp@dadlaw.net
mailto:john@bremslaw.com
https://msd.utah.gov/knopps-initial-brief/



From: Elizabeth Lovett
To: Wendy Gurr
Subject: Silver Fork Lodge and Food truck comment
Date: Sunday, November 1, 2020 2:27:47 PM

A couple of weeks ago I was buying dinner from the food truck and was waiting for my meal
in the seating area.  The vent fan from the food truck was running full blast and was affecting
the patrons eating at tables around it.  One family got up to move away from the fans.  I can't
imagine how the homes around the food truck must feel having to deal with that smell on a
daily basis.

I would like to say that our family enjoys the Silver Fork Lodge and the food truck but I do
wish it was a little more focused on protecting the neighborhood from its noise, smell, and
patrons. 

mailto:elizabethanne.lovett@gmail.com
mailto:WGurr@msd.utah.gov


From: Matt Daniels
To: Wendy Gurr; Jim McNulty
Subject: Silverfork Lodge
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 2:22:37 PM

Hello Wendy and Jim,
 
I was a resident of 11337 E Silver Snow Lane in Silverfork from 1996 through 2000. During that time,
I recall no large events at the Silverfork Lodge and no significant disruptions of the neighborhood
from weddings, food trucks or parking along the highway. Upon returning to the area in the last few
years, I was surprised to see the expanded operations at the Silverfork Lodge given its limited
capacity and inability to deal with large crowds. Such events seem inappropriate given the quiet
residential character of the Silverfork neighborhood and any such changes to operations should be
reviewed for compliance with applicable regulations. Thank you.
 
Matt Daniels
 
 

mailto:mdaniels@riverdesigngroup.net
mailto:WGurr@msd.utah.gov
mailto:JMcNulty@msd.utah.gov



